
 

 
 
 
 
 
  



ITEM 8.1:  Senior Weeds Officers Report – February to March 2017 

 

During this reporting period I have attended one MVWAC, one NWRWC, one public meeting 

at Grawin held by the North West Plains Sustainability Group (the Landcare Group) on Hudson 

Pear, two public consultation meetings on the new Biosecurity Act, one at Walgett and one at 

Lightning Ridge. We also attended the Coonabarabran Show on Friday 10th and Saturday 11th 

March with the MVWAC Weeds Display trailer. One very refreshing thing to come out of the 

Grawin meeting was that a landholder spoke at the end of the meeting taking ownership of the 

pear on his property and the waste of time that it was sitting in meetings waiting for handouts 

to help with what in turn is his responsibility. It is a shame more people (including associations 

don’t share his views). 

There is a letter being sent out to General Managers from DPI regarding training for the new 

Biosecurity Act. I believe they will require Weeds Officers to complete ten, two hour online 

modules and two days face-to-face training before the 1st July which is when the act will come 

into force. Unfortunately most of our officers don’t have access to computers and will need to 

travel to Walgett to complete the training.  

We carried out 3 interviews for the position of a Weeds Control Officer within the Walgett 

Shire. The successful applicant will commence employment with Council for the Walgett Shire 

on Tuesday 4th April.  

Madeira Vine was identified in Yearian Creek Reserve after a report by a member of the public. 

It covers approximately an acre of land in the creek and typically climbs trees and covers the 

ground. The vine is found mostly near the coast, I had not seen it before in the County area. As 

it is an LLS Reserve it will be controlled by LLS. 

We are going to Lightning Ridge in the last week of May to carry out work for DPI - Lands on 

a contract basis in areas they have designated. 

John Unwin 

Senior Weeds Officer 

 



ITEM 8.2:  Bi-Monthly Road Inspections Report from Inspectors February to March 2017 

 
Inspector/Shire Treat Roadsides For: Area Inspected: Area Infested: Area Treated: Plant Usage: 

John Unwin 

Warrumbungle/ 

Coonabarabran 

 2,418km 93km 93km Start: 55,576km 

End: 63,862km 

Total Mileage: 8,286km 

Carl Molloy 

Coonamble 

 130 hectares 10 hectares 10 hectares Start: 27,190km 

End: 31,560km 

Total Mileage: 4,370km 

Kevin Watling 

Gilgandra 

Bathurst Burr 

Noogoora Burr 

Silverleaf Nightshade 

Blackberry 

Green Cestrum 

Mimosa Bush 

3,000km 1,300km 1,250km Vehicle 1: 

Start: 171,030km 

End: 175,820km 

Total Mileage: 4,790km 

 

Vehicle 2: 

Start: 118,487km 

End: 122,100km 

Total Mileage: 3,613km 

 



ITEM 8.3: Bi-Monthly Property Inspections Report from Inspectors February to 

March 2017 
 

REPORTING SECTION:  Administration 

AUTHOR:     Ashleigh McCudden – Administration Officer 

FILE NUMBER:    09/47-03 

 

Summary: 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with a summary of inspections that have been 

conducted over the period of February to March 2017 on private property, reserves, travelling 

stock routes, high risk watercourses and rail corridors. 

 

Overview: 

A total of 113 inspections were recorded throughout the combined Shires of Coonamble, 

Gilgandra, Walgett, Warren and Warrumbungle’s with a total inspected area of 9,623.11ha. 

The bulk inspections were conducted in Warrumbungle’s with a total of 53 undertaken. 23 

were undertaken in Coonamble and 33 inspections conducted in Gilgandra. 

 

Out of the 113 properties that were inspected only 16 properties had no visible weeds 

infestations sighted. A total of 97 properties were identified to have weed incursions. 

Inspectorial staff had the opportunity to engage with numerous landholders regarding their 

obligations and responsibilities as landholders to control the growth of these species.  

 

Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

2016/2017 Operational Plan and Budget 

Pesticide Use Notification Plan 

 

Governance issues: 

Each property inspection is carried out in accordance with the Noxious Weeds Act 1993. 

 

Stakeholders: 

Coonamble Shire Council 

Gilgandra Shire Council 

Walgett Shire Council 

Warren Shire Council 

Warrumbungle Shire Council 

Council Staff 

 

Financial Implications: 

As at 31 March 2017, $15,083.89 has been expended on the ongoing control and monitoring 

on private property, reserves, travelling stock routes, high risk watercourses and rail corridors. 

 

Conclusion: 

This report provides relevant information in relation to the identification of weeds and ongoing 

control on private property, reserves, travelling stock routes, high risk watercourses and rail 

corridors throughout each of the shires. 

 

Bi-Monthly Property Inspections Report from Inspectors; February to March 2017 

 

Recommendation: 



 

That Council receive and note the Bi-Monthly Property Inspections Report from Inspectors for 

the period of February to March 2017.  

 

Moved:  

Seconded:  

 

Attachments: 

Inspections Report - Coonamble 

Inspections Report – Gilgandra 

Inspections Report – Warrumbungle 



Coonamble Shire 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gilgandra Shire 

 



Warrumbungle Shire 

 



 

 

 



ITEM 8.4: Bi-Monthly Infestations Report from Inspectors February to March 2017 

 

REPORTING SECTION: Administration 

AUTHOR:    Ashleigh McCudden – Administration Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   09/47-03 

 

Summary: 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with a summary of Noxious Weeds Infestations 

that have been sighted over the period of February to March 2017 on reserves, travelling stock 

routes, high risk watercourses and rail corridors. 

 

Overview: 

A total of 99 infestations were recorded throughout the combined Shires of Coonamble, 

Gilgandra, Walgett, Warren and Warrumbungle’s with a total infested area of 693.96ha. The 

majority of the weeds identified were mature size plants with the bulk infestations being 

recorded in the Warrumbungle Shire.  Blackberry was the main weed incursion found with a 

total area of 294.75ha in Warrumbungle’s, followed by 224ha infested with African Boxthorn 

which was only found in Coonamble. In Gilgandra there was multiple weed species found with 

the bulk being tiger pear with a total of 80ha infested.   

 

Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

2016/2017 Operational Plan and Budget 

Pesticide Use Notification Plan 

 

Governance issues: 

Each infestation is identified, recorded and appropriate control measures are carried out in 

accordance with the Noxious Weeds Act 1993. 

 

Stakeholders: 

Coonamble Shire Council 

Gilgandra Shire Council 

Walgett Shire Council 

Warren Shire Council 

Warrumbungle Shire Council 

Council Staff 

 

Financial Implications: 

Not applicable  

 

Conclusion: 

This report provides relevant information in relation to the infestations of weeds and ongoing 

control on reserves, travelling stock routes, high risk watercourses and rail corridors throughout 

each of the Shires. 

 

 

 

 

 

Bi-Monthly Infestations Report from Inspectors; February to March 2017 

 



Recommendation: 

 

That Council receive and note the Bi-Monthly Infestations Report from Inspectors for the 

period of February to March 2017.  

 

Moved:  

Seconded:  

 

Attachments: 

Infestations Report - Coonamble 

Infestations Report – Gilgandra 

Infestations Report – Warrumbungle 

 



Coonamble Shire: 

 
 

Gilgandra Shire: 



 

  

Warrumbungle Shire: 

 



 
 
 





ITEM 8.5: Bi-Monthly Treatment Report from Inspectors February to March 2017 

 

REPORTING SECTION: Administration 

AUTHOR:    Ashleigh McCudden – Administration Officer 

FILE NUMBER:   09/47-03 

 

Summary: 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with a summary of treatments that have been 

conducted over the period of February to March 2017 on reserves, travelling stock routes, high 

risk watercourses and rail corridors. 

 

Overview: 

A total of 16 treatments were recorded throughout the combined Shires of Coonamble, 

Gilgandra, Walgett, Warren and Warrumbungle’s. Treatment was applied to 12 incursions of 

Mimosa Bush, 1 Blue Heliotrope, 2 Green Cestrum and 1 Prickly Pear.  

 

Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

2016/2017 Operational Plan and Budget 

Pesticide Use Notification Plan 

 

Governance issues: 

Each treatment is carried out in accordance with the Noxious Weeds Act 1993. 

 

Stakeholders: 

CMCC Constituent Councils  

Council Staff 

 

Financial Implications: 

Not applicable 

 

Conclusion: 

This report provides relevant information in relation to the infestations of weeds and ongoing 

control on private property, reserves, travelling stock routes, high risk watercourses and rail 

corridors throughout each of the shires. 

 

Bi-Monthly Treatment Report from Inspectors; February to March 2017 

 

Recommendation: 

 

That Council receive and note the Bi-Monthly Treatment Report from Inspectors for the period 

of February to March 2017.  

 

Moved:  

Seconded:  

 

Attachments: 

Treatment Report - Coonamble 

Treatment Report – Gilgandra 



Coonamble Shire: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gilgandra Shire: 





ITEM 8.6: Warren Inspectors Bi-Monthly Report February to March 2017 

 





 


