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Disclaimer and Copyright
The information contained in this Annual
Report including opinions, advice and
representations (‘the Content’) has been
formulated in good faith and with all due care,
and is considered true and accurate at the time
of publication. Castlereagh Macquarie County
Council does not warrant or represent that the
Content is free from errors or omissions or that
it is exhaustive. Council does not accept any
liability in relation to the quality or accuracy of
the Content.
Council, its respective servants and agents
accept no responsibility for any person acting
on, or relying on, or upon the Content. To the
extent permitted by law Council disclaims all
liability for any loss, damage, cost or expense
incurred or arising by reason of any person of
any person using or relying on the Content or
by reason or by any error, omission, defect or
mis-statement (whether such error, omission
or mis-statement is caused by or arises from
negligence, lack of care or otherwise). Users of
this Annual Report are reminded of the need
to ensure that all information upon which they
rely is up to date. Clarification regarding the
currency of the Content can be obtained from
Council.
You are permitted to copy, distribute, display
and otherwise freely deal with the Content for
any purpose, on the condition that you
acknowledge Castlereagh Macquarie County
Council as the source of the Content and attach
the following statement to all uses of the
Content © Castlereagh Macquarie County
Council 2018. If you are seeking to use any
Content for a commercial purpose, you must
obtain permission from Council to do so.
This Annual Report is available electronically
online at Castlereagh Macquarie County
Council’s website at: www.cmcc.nsw.gov.au
© Castlereagh Macquarie County Council
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Contact Details
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council
77 Fox Street
WALGETT NSW 2832
Postal Address:
PO Box 664
WALGETT NSW 2832
*Please address all correspondence to the General Manager.
Telephone: (02) 6828 1399
Facsimile: (02) 6828 1608
Office Hours
8:30am to 4:30pm weekdays
Chairperson:
Clr Doug Batten
General Manager:
Mr Don Ramsland
Email:
admin@walgett.nsw.gov.au
Website:
www.cmcc.nsw.gov.au
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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRPERSON
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council, as a single
purpose Council, continues to successfully meet the
requirements of our five constituent Councils in the
enforcement of control of noxious plants on private
lands and the control of these plants on State agency
holdings and Council road reserves and lands.
The New South Wales Biosecurity Act 2015 effective
from 1 July, 2017 has been instrumental in changing
the environmental approach to weed control
throughout the State.
This has necessitated
significant changes within our organisation in
particular through the introduction of digital
technology which, in turn has necessitated significant
upskilling and training for our Authorised Weeds
Officers.
To this end I would like to acknowledge our staff, and in particular our new Senior Authorised
Weeds Officer, M/s Andrea Fletcher for the manner in which she has accepted, embraced and
led by example in introducing the necessary changes to give effect to the new legislation.
However, the continued upgrading of the reporting role of our Authorised Weeds Officers
continues to be of concern because of the uncertainty it creates. We are working closely with
our respective Local Land Services Boards, both North West and Central West, in seeking
resolution of these issues.
A renewed commitment from all parties has seen a reinvigoration of the Hudson Pear Taskforce
at Lightning Ridge. Under the Chairmanship of Mr Geoff Wise, and with considerable support of
staff of the North West Local Land Services, a coordinated direction is emerging which will better
enable the ongoing threat of Hudson Pear to the biosecurity of North Western NSW to be
effectively contained.
Added to this is the recent introduction of biological controls after an extensive trial period.
Our 2017/18 financial statements of account confirm our ability to continue to operate in both
a financial viably as well as environmentally sustainable manner, and through the efforts of our
six fulltime staff and part time General Manager the County Council is well placed to meet its
obligations to its constituent Councils well into the future.
Clr Doug Batten
Chairman
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OUR VISION AND MISSION STATEMENT
Vision
The prevention, elimination, minimisation and management of the biosecurity risk posed or
likely to be posed by weeds within the County District so that it does not become a significant
factor limiting:
 agricultural productivity and
 the quality of the rural environment and
 the economic viability of rural communities within the County District.

Mission
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council’s mission is to ensure all private and public landholders
manage their holdings in such a way as to reach and maintain a sustainably low level of weed
biosecurity risk.
This mission is to be shared by all those agencies striving to reduce biosecurity risks across the
country, throughout the regions and locally with the constituent councils, landholders and the
whole of the community living and residing within the County District.
To provide effective integrated weed management systems utilizing the latest technology to all
constituent council areas fairly and equitably in accordance with the Biosecurity Act, 2015.
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REASON FOR OUR ANNUAL REPORT
Our Annual Report is one of the key points of accountability between Council and our
community. It is not a report that is submitted to the Office of Local Government or the State
Government; rather it is a report to inform and update our community.
This report focuses on Council’s implementation of the CMCC Delivery Programme 2017/2018 –
2020/2021 and Operational Programme 2017/2018. The CMCC Financial Statements for
2017/2018 and Audit Report are included in this report at Attachment E – Financial Statements.
This report also includes some information that is prescribed by the Local Government (General)
Regulation 2005. This information has been included in the Regulation because we believe that
it is important for the community members to obtain knowledge about it – to help them gain a
better understanding of how the Council has been performing both as a business entity and a
community leader.
Below is the additional legislative basis for the development of our Annual Report:
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1993
The following is a summary of the requirements of Section 428 of the Act:
•

•
•

Council must prepare an annual report within five months after the end of a financial
year. The report will outline the Council’s achievements in implementing its Delivery
Program and the effectiveness of the principle activities undertaken in achieving the
objectives at which those principle activities are directed.
The annual report must contain Council’s audited financial statements and notes and
any information required by the Regulation or the Guidelines.
A copy of the report must be posted on Council’s website (www.cmcc.nsw.gov.au)
and provided to the Minister and such other persons and bodies as the regulations
may require.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT (GENERAL) REGULATION 2005
Clause 217 of the Regulation requires the following information to be included in the annual
report:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Details (including the purpose) of overseas visits during the year by Councillors and
staff
Details of Chairman and Councillor fees, expenses and facilities
Details of contracts awarded by the Council
Amounts incurred in relation to legal proceedings
Works carried out on private lands and financial assistance
Details of external bodies, companies and partnerships
A statement of the activities undertaken by the council during that year to
implement its equal employment opportunity management plan
Details of the General Manager’s total remuneration
Details of the total remuneration of all senior staff members employed during the
year
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WHO WE ARE
The Castlereagh Macquarie County Council is comprised of two distinct parts: the governing body
and the administration.

Elected Council
As a County Council under the LGA 1993, CMCC is required to have a governing body made up
of elected representatives of its Constituent Councils. Part 5 of the Local Government Act 1993
(*see note 1) outlines the formation and operation of County Councils. The application of LGA
1993 to CMCC is outlined in Section 400, LGA 1993.
Ten councillors including a Chairperson and Deputy Chairperson make up the governing body of
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council. Each Constituent Council is represented by two
councillors who are elected as representatives for a four year term.
Under the Local Government Act 1993, Councillors have a responsibility to:
•
Participate in the determination of the budget
•
Play a key role in the creation and review of Council policies, objectives and criteria
relating to the regulatory functions, and
•
Review Council’s performance and the delivery of services management plans and
revenue policies.
A councillor represents residents and ratepayers, provides leadership and guidance to the
community, and facilities communication between the community and Council. Council formerly
would meet bi-monthly (even months) on the third Monday of each month commencing at
10:00am. However at the June 2017 meeting Council resolved to continue to meet in June and
August and meet in November rather than both October and December and also meet in March.

Administrative Support
Administrative support is provided on an annual contract basis by Walgett Shire Council and an
Administrative Officer employed by Walgett Shire Council is located within the Walgett Shire
Council Offices at Walgett. The Administrative Officer performs a range of clerical and accounting
functions as required by the General Manager.
The General Manager, who was also the General Manager of Walgett Shire Council up until 3
August, 2018, leads the administrative arm of Castlereagh Macquarie County Council and is
responsible for the efficient and effective operation of the business and ensuring that the
decisions of Council are implemented.
The General Manager reports to the fully elected Council.
Since the General Manager’s retirement on 2 August, 2018 the CMCC General Manager’s role
has been remotely based.

Location
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council is a single purpose Council which is responsible for the
fulfillment of its Constituent Councils obligations under the NSW Biosecurity Act 2015.
The County Councils governance is in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 (LGA
1993) with the County Council being first proclaimed in 1947.
The present area of operation of CMCC is the local government areas of Coonamble, Gilgandra,
Warren, Walgett and Warrumbungle. These Councils are located in the Orana Region of Western
New South Wales.
*Note 1: Part 5, Local Government Act 1993 contained in Appendix A
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Core Business Activities
The core role of the County Council is the prevention, elimination, minimisation and
management of the biosecurity risk posed or likely to be posed by weeds on both private and
council controlled lands.
The diverse range of climatic conditions within the region exposes it to a large range of invasive
plants which have the potential of establishing themselves within the region.
In NSW all plants are regulated with a general biosecurity duty to prevent, eliminate or minimise
any biosecurity risk they may pose. Any person who deals with any plant, who knows (or ought
to know) of any biosecurity risk, has a duty to ensure the risk is prevented, eliminated or
minimized.
Government Grants
Council receives very limited Federal Government Grant Funding. However approximately one
half of Council’s income is sourced from State Government Grants which are administered jointly
by the North West and Central West Local Land Services. Various other grants are accessed
through NSW Department of Primary Industries and other government agencies.
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OUR AREA OF OPERATION

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council’s area of operation comprises an area of approximately
6,056,865 hectares with a population of around 27,000 people. The region has a diverse
topographical range, from the Warrumbungle Range to the semi-arid regions of Lightning Ridge
and contains an extensive area of National Parks and Nature Reserves.
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OUR COUNCILLORS
DON RAMSLAND

CR DOUG BATTEN

0458 200 158
gm@cmcc.nsw.gov.au

02 6847 2057
mayor@gilgandra.nsw.gov.au

CR MARK BEACH

0427 335 400
ClrMBeach@warren.nsw.gov.au

CR IAN WOODCOCK

0417 257 558
woody@wj.com.au

CR GREG PEART

0429 485 885
cr.gpeart@gilgandra.nsw.gov.au

CR MICHAEL WEBB

0427 905 626
thawebbs@hotmail.com

CR ANDREW BREWER

02 6847 3166 (W)
ClrABrewer@warren.nsw.gov.au

CR MANUEL MARTINEZ

0429 492 009
mmartinez@live.com.au

CR BILL FISHER

0427 235 818
coorawong@esat.net.au
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CR PETER SHINTON

02 6842 2055
Peter.Shinton@warrumbungle.nsw.gov.au

CR RAY LEWIS

0427 460 376
Ray.Lewis@warrumbungle.nsw.gov.au
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OUR ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE
The current staff structure of the Council consists of a part time General Manager, a Senior
Authorised Officer, Five District Authorised Officers with administrative support provided on a
contract basis by Walgett Shire Council.
The Council’s current structure is outlined in the following table. Council resolved that its
governance and organisational structure be reduced to six permanent staff through natural
attrition in 2013-2014.

Current Organisational Structure
Castlereagh Macquarie County
Council
(10 Councillors)

CASTLEREAGH MACQUARIE COUNTY COUNCIL

GENERAL MANAGER
(Part Time)

Administrative Support
(Walgett Shire Council)

Senior Authorised Officer

AUTHORISED
OFFICER
(Coonamble)

AUTHORISED
OFFICER

AUTHORISED
OFFICER

(Gilgandra)

(Walgett)

AUTHORISED
OFFICER
(Warren)

AUTHORISED
OFFICER
(Warrumbungle)

General Manager:

This position is part time and currently held by the General
Manager of Walgett Shire Council Don Ramsland. The General
Manager is responsible for the management of CMCC in
accordance with the LGA 1993.

Senior Authorised Officer:

This position is a full time position with the Senior Authorised
Officer being responsible for the day to day management of
CMCC and supervision of District Authorised Officers. The
position is based at our Coonabarabran Depot.

Authorised Officers:

These positions are on a full time/casual/contract basis with
duties including but not limited to property inspections for the
presence of noxious plants on private lands and Council
controlled lands, raising community awareness through public
awareness programs in their designated Shires.
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COUNTY COUNCIL’S ROLE IN WEED CONTROL
The County Council is constituted under the Local Government Act 1993 and is specified as a
Local Control Authority under the NSW Biosecurity Act 2015. It is a special (single) purpose
authority formed to carry out the following functions, in relation to the land for which it is the
local control authority.
 the prevention, elimination, minimisation and management of the biosecurity risk posed
or likely to be posed by weeds,
 to develop, implement, co-ordinate and review weed control programs,
 to inspect land in connection with its weed control functions,
 to keep records about the exercise of the local control authority’s functions under this
Act,
 to report to the Secretary about the exercise of the local control authority’s functions
under this Act.
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INTEGRATED PLANNING AND REPORTING SUMMARY
Business Activity Strategic Plan
Council’s Business Activity Strategic Plan (Plan) identifies Council’s interpretation of its
community’s main priorities and aspirations for the future, addressing strategies for achieving
the objectives in relation to invasive weeds management and control across our constituent
council areas. This enables Council to improve agricultural sustainability, primary industry
productivity and to deliver broad environmental outcomes for the County area for over the next
ten years.
Council, as a small single purpose organization, has been mindful of its resource capacity and
continues to act prudently to deliver the outcomes identified in its Plan.
The Plan is the foundation for the Annual Operational Plan and Budget, Four Year Delivery
Programme and Resourcing Strategy comprising the Ten Year Financial Plan, Workforce Strategy
and Asset Management Plan.

Four Year Delivery Programme
The Four Year Delivery Programme is a living, breathing document through which Council
addresses the dynamic nature of invasive weed species and it’s constantly evolving approach to
weed management and control.
It is Council’s aim to continue to improve the services it provides to the Constituent Council
communities through the strategic objectives and principle activities identified in the
Programme in a range of ways including effective governance, strategic planning, environmental
management and economic sustainability.

Annual Operational Plan and Budget
The Annual Operational Plan and Budget provides the framework for Council’s day to day
operations and the ability to have funding available for them.
Key aspects include the undertaking of activities in relation to the Weeds Action Plan, private
property inspections and routine administrative functions and staff supervision.
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STATUTORY REPORTING INFORMATION
The following information is provided in order to comply with NSW legislation and associated
regulatory requirements that a Council’s annual report will address certain prescribed matters.
A. Performance of Principal Activities:
For the purposes of section 428 (1) of the Local Government Act (1993), and clause 397J of
the Local Government Regulations (2005) Council’s annual performance statement setting
out achievements in implementing the delivery program and effectiveness of principal
activities for the 2017/18 reporting period are outlined. Please refer to Attachment A.
B. Audited Financial Reports
For the purposes of section 428 (4) (a) of the Local Government Act (1993), Council’s financial
position as at 30th June 2018 for the financial year 2017/18 is attached and includes the
Audit Reports prepared by the NSW Auditor General. Please refer to Attachment E.
C. State of the Environment
For the purposes of section 428A of the Local Government Act (1993), Council does not have
a State of the Environment Report as such a report is produced by the constituent councils
in connection with their respective community strategic plans. Please refer to the relevant
Local Council Website for such reports.
D. Miscellaneous Item - Members Fees, Expenses & Facilities
For the purposes of section 428 (4) (b) of the Local Government Act (1993), and clause 217
(1) (a) & (a1) of the Local Government Regulations (2005) Council’s position in relation to the
payment of fees and expenses or provision of facilities for the 2017/18 reporting period are
set out below. Please refer to www.cmcc.nsw.gov.au for Council’s Policy.
a. There were no overseas visits undertaken during the year by Councillors, Council
staff or any other persons representing the Council (including no visits sponsored by
other organisations).
b. The total cost during the year of the payment of the expenses of, and the provision
of facilities to, Councillors in relation to their civic functions (as paid by the council,
reimbursed to the Councillor or reconciled with the Councillor) was $ 16,227
c. The detailed breakdown for prescribed elements of the total cost is as follows:
i.
The payment of meeting fees to Council Members as required under
section 248 of the Local Government Act was $12,049
ii.
The payment of meeting fees to the Council Chairman as required
under section 249 of the Local Government Act was $1,820
iii.
The payment of meeting attendance travel expenses to Council
Members and the Council Chairman as per section 252 of the Local
Government Act was $2,358.
iv.
The provision during the year of dedicated office equipment
allocated to Councillors on a personal basis, such as laptop computers,
mobile telephones and landline telephones and facsimile machines
installed in Councillor’s homes (including equipment and line rental
costs and internet access costs but not including call costs) was NIL.
v.
Telephone calls made by Councillors, including calls made from
mobile telephones provided by the council and from landline
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vi.
vii.
viii.

ix.

x.

xi.

telephones and facsimile services installed in a Councillors home was
NIL.
The attendance of Councillors at conferences and seminars was NIL.
The training of Councillors and the provision of skill development for
Councillors was NIL.
Interstate visits undertaken during the year by Councillors while
representing the council, including the cost of transport, the cost of
accommodation and other out-of pocket travelling expenses was NIL.
Overseas visits undertaken during the year by Councillors while
representing the council, including the cost of transport, the cost of
accommodation and other out-of pocket travelling expenses was NIL.
The expenses of any spouse, partner (whether of the same or the
opposite sex) or other person who accompanied a Councillor in the
performance of his or her civic functions, being expenses payable in
accordance with the Guidelines for the payment of expenses and the
provision of facilities for Mayors and Councillors for Local Councils in
NSW prepared by the Director-General from time to time was NIL.
Expenses involved in the provision of care for a child of, or an
immediate family member of, a Councillor, to allow the Councillor to
undertake his or her civic functions was NIL.

E. Miscellaneous Item – AWARDING OF CONTRACTS
For the purposes of section 428 (4) (b) of the Local Government Act (1993), and clause 217 (1)
(a2) of the Local Government Regulations (2005) Council did not award any contracts for work
of value greater than $150,000 for the 2017/18 reporting period.
F. Miscellaneous Item – LEGAL PROCEEDINGS For the purposes of section 428 (4) (b) of the Local
Government Act (1993), and clause 217 (1) (a3) of the Local Government Regulations (2005)
Council was not involved in any legal proceedings being taken by or against the Council.
G. Miscellaneous Item – PRIVATE WORKS - For the purposes of section 428 (4) (b) of the Local
Government Act (1993), and clause 217 (1) (a4) of the Local Government Regulations (2005)
Council’s position in relation to undertaking private works for the 2017/18 reporting period is as
follows: Council undertook various private works in relation to weed control on both public and
private land during the year, on a cost-plus basis paid by the relevant agency/property owner.
Council sets out the applicable rates and charges for private works in Council’s fees and charges
schedules. These rates are generally similar to the rates of contractors, as Council does not wish
to unfairly compete with private enterprise. Council has not made any resolutions pursuant to
Section 67 2(b), accordingly no public works have been subsidised by Council.
H. Miscellaneous Item – CONTRIBUTIONS TO OTHERS For the purposes of section 428 (4) (b) of
the Local Government Act (1993), and clause 217 (1) (a5) of the Local Government Regulations
(2005) Council did not make any contributions under section 356 of the Local Government Act
to financially assist others during the 2017/18 reporting period.
I. Miscellaneous Item – CONTRIBUTIONS TO OTHERS For the purposes of section 428 (4) (b) of
the Local Government Act (1993), and clause 217 (1) (a6) of the Local Government Regulations
(2005) Council did not delegate to any external body the power to exercise functions on behalf
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of the Council during the 2017/18 reporting period.
J. Miscellaneous Item – CONTROL OF OTHER ENTITIES - For the purposes of section 428 (4) (b)
of the Local Government Act (1993), and clause 217 (1) (a7) of the Local Government Regulations
(2005) Council did not hold a controlling interest in any corporations, partnerships, trusts, joint
ventures, syndicates or other bodies during the 2017/18 reporting period.
K. Miscellaneous Item – PARTICIPATING IN OTHER ENTITIES For the purposes of section 428 (4)
(b) of the Local Government Act (1993), and clause 217 (1) (a8) of the Local Government
Regulations (2005) Council participated in other corporations, partnerships, trusts, joint
ventures, syndicates or other bodies during the 2017/18 reporting period as follows:
• Macquarie Valley Weeds Advisory Committee
• Local Government NSW (LGNSW)
• Hudson pear Taskforce
L. Miscellaneous Item – EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYMENT - For the purposes of section 428
(4) (b) of the Local Government Act (1993), and clause 217 (1) (a9) of the Local Government
Regulations (2005) Council undertook limited activities, consistent with its small size, to
implement its equal employment opportunity management plan during the 2017/18 reporting
period as follows:
• Recruited to vacant positions through an open public process.
• Held regular consultative committee meetings including all staff.
M. Miscellaneous Item – GENERAL MANAGER REMUNERATION - For the purposes of section
428 (4) (b) of the Local Government Act (1993), and clause 217 (1) (b) & (c) of the Local
Government Regulations (2005) Council provided total remuneration to the Part-time General
Manager of $19,190 during the 2017/18 reporting period. This remuneration included salary,
and any non-cash benefits and associated taxes as applicable. Council’s organisation structure
provides for the employment of the General Manager as the only Senior Staff position. The parttime General Manager was engaged under the Office of Local Government Standard Contract of
Employment. The General Managers contract was performance based for a period of five (5)
years
N. Miscellaneous Item – Rates & Charges For the purposes of clause 132 of the Local
Government Regulations (2005) Council did not write-off any rates or charges during the
2017/18 reporting period.
O. GOVERNMENT INFORMATION - For the purposes of section 125 (1) of the Government
Information (Public Access) Act (2009) and Clause 7 Schedule 2 of the Government Information
(Public Access) Regulation (2018) the following report is provided about Government
Information Public Access activity for the 2017/2018 reporting year. Council did not receive any
requests for the release of information under the Government Information (Public Access) Act
2009 (GIPA) during the 2017 – 2018 reporting period.
P. DISCLOSURE OF PUBLIC INTERESTS For the purposes of section 31 of the Public Interests
Disclosure Act (1994), the following report is provided about public interests disclosed by
Councillors and / or designated persons. The six monthly and annual reports were provided to
the NSW Ombudsman in accordance with the Public Interest Disclosures Act (1994). There were
no public interest disclosures either made or received during the reporting period 2017 – 2018.
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Q. COMPLIANCE WITH CODE OF CONDUCT - For the purposes of the reporting requirements
under the model Code of Conduct the following report is provided regarding complaints about
noncompliance with the Council code of conduct. Council adopted a Code of Conduct and
Procedures in October 2016 based on the Division of Local Government’s then new Model Code
of Conduct. There were no Code of Conduct complaints made about Councillors or the General
Manager during the reporting period 2017 – 2018.
R. PRIVACY & PERSONAL INFORMATION For the purposes of the reporting requirements
relating to complaints about non-compliance with the privacy laws. There were no complaints or
other requirement for review of the conduct of Council under Part 5 of the Privacy & Personal
Protection Act (1998) during the reporting period 2017 – 2018.
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BIOSECURITY ACT 2015
With the new Biosecurity Act 2015 coming into effect on 1 July 2017, a new landscape for the
prevention, elimination, minimisation and management biosecurity risks in NSW has been
created, including providing a greater level of powers to control authorities such as Castlereagh
Macquarie County Council.
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council (CMCC) is the local control authority for weeds
biosecurity threats in the Shires of Warrumbungle, Gilgandra, Coonamble, Warren and Walgett.
As the control authority it is responsible for an area of almost 60,000 square km.
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council is taking this new responsibility very seriously. Weeds like
Hudson Pear, Harrisia, Parkinsonia, Parthenium, Tiger Pear, Blackberry, St John’s Wort, Silverleaf
Nightshade and Blue Heliotrope can have a dramatic impact on our way of life. Council prefers
to educate landholders on the problems these weeds cause and encourage them to take action
to reduce the impacts of these weeds. Unfortunately, there are still some landholders that do
not take these issues seriously enough and it is these people that Council is taking sterner action
with. As a result a number of Biosecurity Directions have been issued by Council to landholders
who are not doing their part.
It can be very disappointing to see landholders that are committed to taking appropriate action
to control the weeds on their property but then see a neighbour taking little or no action at all.
It is people like this that make it control measures difficult for the rest.
Whilst Council would rather see landholders use their money to control weeds on their
properties, fines may be issued to landholders that do not control weeds on their property and
these fines can be quite expensive.
There are a number of options available to landholders in controlling weeds but we advocate an
integrated approach to weed management that involves a coordinated use of a variety of control
methods, reducing reliance on herbicides, and increasing the chances of successful control
through management or even eradication when early detection occurs.
With the increasing rates of herbicide resistance it is becoming increasingly important that a
more integrated approach to weed management is used. The best way therefore to manage
weeds is by combining herbicide use with non-chemical control options, including physical,
biological and cultural control measures.
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WEEDS ACTION PROGRAM 2015-2020
The NSW Weeds Action Program 2015-2020 (WAP1520) follows, and builds on, the successful
implementation of the NSW Weeds Action Program 2010-2015.
It is a NSW Government initiative to reduce the impact of weeds and is guided by the NSW
Biosecurity Strategy 2013-2021 (the Biosecurity Strategy) and the NSW Invasive Species Plan
2015-2020 (the ISP).
During the 2013-14 review of weed management in NSW, the Natural Resources Commission
investigated several issues of community concern resulting in eight key recommendations. The
Government response to the review was endorsed by Cabinet in September 2014.
Implementation of the recommendations has required changes to the then existing regional
delivery models.
The key recommendation relevant to WAP1520 was:
Recommendation 3: Ensure consistent and coordinated regional planning and local delivery:
3B - Replace the existing 14 regional weed advisory committees with 11 statutory regional weed
committees comprising LCAs, public and private landholders, and community members as
subcommittees to LLS, and aligned with LLS borders
3C - Provide a legislative basis for tasking the regional weed committees with developing regional
plans and priorities for weeds and surveillance.
The NSW Government has been committed to implementing this recommendation and
identified WAP1520 as a key driver to deliver these changes. The establishment of the new
committees has been a high priority as they assist regional planning requirements under the
NSW Biosecurity Act.
CMCC crosses two LLS regions – North West and Central West. To reduce administrative
duplication, the county was originally a partner only in the Central West WAP1520 project with
Orange City Council as the lead agency for the CW WAP 1520 project, coordinated by Macquarie
Valley Weeds Advisory Committee. This has now changed and Council receives separate funding
allocations from both the North West and Central West LLSs in respect of the constituent councils
in their respective regions.
The WAP 15/20 targets the highest risk weeds, including:
 Through inspections and monitoring the prevention of new weeds becoming
established,


Through monitoring and control eliminating or preventing the spread of new weeds,



Through targeted control programmes the protection of significant natural assets
(endangered ecological communities, wetlands and major waterways),



By targeting the weeds workforce and community improving capacity through
awareness and education.

The county, along with all WAP partners and additional stakeholders with interests in weed
management, is also working with the newly established Regional Weed Committees for both
the North West and Central West regions. Both committees have now produced new Regional
Strategic Weed Management Plans for each of their regions and these are detailed in this report.
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EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY AWARENESS
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council has continued an active role in education and awareness
which can be challenging as each of our five local government areas has different species and
new incursions. I believe our range of diversity for weeds in our areas make us even more valued
as Local Control Authorities. We also engage with requested enquiries to other councils, North
West and Central West regarding weed identifications and bio types.
On a daily basis staff also offer education and awareness verbally and upon property inspections
distribute the New South Wales Weed Control Handbook, Regional Strategic Weed Management
Plan and the Glove box weed booklet.
This year CMCC staff participated at;
 Local P & A shows with NW / CW weeds trailer displaying DVD weed displays, weed
specimen displays, brochures and discussions.
 Attended LLS Fox bait / feral animal talks (meeting landowners to discuss weeds)
 Field day attendance at the Australian Field Days, Orange and Ag Quip field days
Gunnedah.
 Hudson Pear workshops (education on bio release) held in Lighting Ridge, Grawin and
Cumborah. (An additional workshop attendance at the weekly Thursday Cumborah
morning tea for the community and landowners who could not attend the workshops.
18 attended.
 Local newspaper advertising and media alerts: The advertising was campaigned to alert
incoming weeds through hay followed with media from each officer focusing on weed
relevance within their shire and advocating a local contact.
 LLS drought /hay workshops
 ABC radio – Hudson Pear
 Television interview for Hudson Pear “Only In Australia” (airing March 2019)
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HUDSON PEAR PROGRAMMES
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council continues with dedication to target the prevention,
elimination, minimisation and management of the spread of Hudson Pear. Bio security
inspections are carried out on private properties, residential land, Crown Lands, TSRs, roadsides
and Council controlled lands.
Private properties with a high density infestations of Hudson Pear have been instructed to
manage their boundary fences with a 100 meter buffer leaving the core infestation for bio
control. Several releases of the bio control agent have been made in the Lightning Ridge, Grawin
and Cumborah areas showing promising results.
Education and awareness workshops have been held in Lightning Ridge, Grawin and Cumborah
recently focusing on the release of Bio control. It is crucial that the spraying of Hudson pear
continues.
Department of Primary Industries were successful gaining a grant of $200K, with a possible extra
$100k to come. The funds will go towards building 2 temperature control mass rearing tunnels
for the Hudson Pear Bio Control. The poly tunnels will be approx. 30 meters long x 10 meters
wide each. Council is currently looking to secure a site in Lightning Ridge. The funds will also go
to employ a person 3 days per week to monitor the site. This is the most welcoming news not
only for the community and landowners but also the Hudson Pear Taskforce and CMCC.
The rearing facility for mass rearing Hudson Biocontrol demonstrated fantastic results. The
rearing facility currently holds 60 tubs with 30 cladodes per tubs. 180 infected cladodes have
been released into the field. Andrew McConnachie, from DPI Orange, inspected the site this
month and was overwhelmed with the success.
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PRIORITY WEEDS FOR CENTRAL WEST REGION
Note: this region includes the local council areas of Bogan (lower), Coonamble, Dubbo Regional,
Forbes, Gilgandra, Lachlan, Narromine, Parkes, Warren, Warrumbungle and Weddin.
Weed

Duty

All plants

General Biosecurity Duty
All plants are regulated with a general biosecurity
duty to prevent, eliminate or minimise any biosecurity
risk they may pose. Any person who deals with any
plant, who knows (or ought to know) of any
biosecurity risk, has a duty to ensure the risk is
prevented, eliminated or minimised, so far as is
reasonably practicable.

African boxthorn
Lycium ferocissimum

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Alligator weed
Alternanthera philoxeroides

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Alligator weed
Alternanthera philoxeroides

Biosecurity Zone
The Alligator Weed Biosecurity Zone is established
for all land within the state except land in the following
regions: Greater Sydney; Hunter (but only in the local
government areas of City of Lake Macquarie, City of
Maitland, City of Newcastle or Port Stephens).
Within the Biosecurity Zone this weed must be
eradicated where practicable, or as much of the weed
destroyed as practicable, and any remaining weed
suppressed. The local control authority must be
notified of any new infestations of this weed within the
Biosecurity Zone

Anchored water hyacinth
Eichhornia azurea

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier
of prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person
who becomes aware of or suspects the presence of
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prohibited matter must immediately notify the
Department of Primary Industries

Arrowhead
Sagittaria calycina var. calycina

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land. The plant
should be eradicated from the land and the land kept
free of the plant. The plant should not be bought,
sold, grown, carried or released into the environment.
Notify local control authority if found.
This Regional Recommended Measure applies to
all species of Sagittaria

Athel pine
Tamarix aphylla

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Athel pine
Tamarix aphylla

Regional Recommended Measure
Exclusion zone: all waterways and riparian areas in
the region. Core infestation area: whole region except
for the exclusion zone.
Whole region: The plant should not be bought, sold,
grown, carried or released into the environment.
Exclusion zone: The plant should be eradicated from
the land and the land kept free of the plant. Land
managers should mitigate the risk of the plant being
introduced to their land. Core infestation area: Land
managers should mitigate of plant being introduced to
their land. Land managers reduce impacts from the
plant on priority assets.

Bellyache bush
Jatropha gossypiifolia

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Bitou bush
Chrysanthemoides monilifera subsp. rotundata

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold
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Bitou bush
Chrysanthemoides monilifera subsp. rotundata

Biosecurity Zone
The Bitou Bush Biosecurity Zone is established for all
land within the State except land within 10 kilometres
of the mean high water mark of the Pacific Ocean
between Cape Byron in the north and Point
Perpendicular in the south.
Within the Biosecurity Zone this weed must be
eradicated where practicable, or as much of the weed
destroyed as practicable, and any remaining weed
suppressed. The local control authority must be
notified of any new infestations of this weed within the
Biosecurity Zone

Black knapweed
Centaurea X moncktonii

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier
of prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person
who becomes aware of or suspects the presence of
prohibited matter must immediately notify the
Department of Primary Industries

Black willow
Salix nigra

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Blackberry
Rubus fruticosus species aggregate

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold
All species in the Rubus fruiticosus species
aggregate have this requirement, except for the
varietals Black Satin, Chehalem, Chester
Thornless, Dirksen Thornless, Loch Ness,
Murrindindi, Silvan, Smooth Stem, and Thornfree

Blue heliotrope
Heliotropium amplexicaule

Regional Recommended Measure
Exclusion zone: Weddin local government area. Core
infestation area: whole region except for exclusion
zone.
Whole region: The plant should not be bought, sold,
grown, carried or released into the environment.
Exclusion zone: The plant should be eradicated from
the land and the land kept free of the plant. Land
managers should mitigate the risk of the plant being
introduced to their land. Core infestation area: Land
managers should reduce impacts from the plant on

27 | P a g e

priority assets. Land managers should mitigate the
risk of the plant being introduced to their land.

Boneseed
Chrysanthemoides monilifera subsp. monilifera

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Boneseed
Chrysanthemoides monilifera subsp. monilifera

Control Order
Bonseed Control Zone: Whole of NSW
Boneseed Control Zone (Whole of NSW): Owners
and occupiers of land on which there is boneseed
must notify the local control authority of new
infestations; immediately destroy the plants; ensure
subsequent generations are destroyed; and ensure
the land is kept free of the plant. A person who deals
with a carrier of boneseed must ensure the plant (and
any seed and propagules) is not moved from the
land; and immediately notify the local control authority
of the presence of the plant.

Boxing glove cactus
Cylindropuntia fulgida var. mamillata

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Boxing glove cactus
Cylindropuntia fulgida var. mamillata

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land. Land managers
should mitigate spread from their land.
This Regional Recommended Measure applies to
all species of Cylindropuntia except
Cylindropuntia rosea (Hudson pear)

Bridal creeper
Asparagus asparagoides

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold
*this requirement also applies to the Western
Cape form of bridal creeper
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Bridal creeper
Asparagus asparagoides

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of the plant
being introduced to their land. The plant should not
be bought, sold, grown, carried or released into the
environment. Land managers to reduce impacts from
the plant on priority assets.

Bridal veil creeper
Asparagus declinatus

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier
of prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person
who becomes aware of or suspects the presence of
prohibited matter must immediately notify the
Department of Primary Industries

Broomrapes
Orobanche species

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier
of prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person
who becomes aware of or suspects the presence of
prohibited matter must immediately notify the
Department of Primary Industries
All species of Orobanche are Prohibited Matter in
NSW, except the natives Orobanche
cernuavar. australiana and Orobanche minor

Burr ragweed
Ambrosia confertiflora

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land. The plant
should be eradicated from the land and the land kept
free of the plant. The plant should not be bought,
sold, grown, carried or released into the environment.

Cabomba
Cabomba caroliniana

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Cane cactus
Austrocylindropuntia cylindrica

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold
All species in the Austrocylindropuntia genus
have this requirement
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Cape broom
Genista monspessulana

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Carrion flower
Orbea variegata

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land. The plant
should be eradicated from the land and the land kept
free of the plant. The plant should not be bought,
sold, grown, carried or released into the environment.

Cat's claw creeper
Dolichandra unguis-cati

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Cat's claw creeper
Dolichandra unguis-cati

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of the plant
being introduced to their land. The plant should not
be bought, sold, grown, carried or released into the
environment. Land managers to reduce impacts from
the plant on priority assets.

Chilean needle grass
Nassella neesiana

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Chilean needle grass
Nassella neesiana

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land. The plant
should be eradicated from the land and the land kept
free of the plant. The plant should not be bought,
sold, grown, carried or released into the environment.
Notify local control authority if found.

Climbing asparagus
Asparagus africanus

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold
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Climbing asparagus fern
Asparagus plumosus

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Common pear
Opuntia stricta

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Common pear
Opuntia stricta

Regional Recommended Measure
Whole region: Land managers should mitigate the
risk of new weeds being introduced to their land.
Core infestations: Land managers should mitigate
spread from their land.
*This Regional Recommended Measure applies to
all species of Opuntia except for Opuntia ficusindica (Indian fig)

Coolatai grass
Hyparrhenia hirta

Regional Recommended Measure
Exclusion zone: whole region except for the core
infestation area of the Warrumbungle and
Coonamble Shire Council areas
Whole region: The plant should not be bought, sold,
grown, carried or released into the environment.
Exclusion zone: The plant should be eradicated from
the land and the land kept free of the plant. Land
managers should mitigate the risk of the plant being
introduced to their land. Core infestation area: Land
managers should reduce impacts from the plant on
priority assets. Land managers should mitigate the
risk of the plant being introduced to their land.

East Indian hygrophila
Hygrophila polysperma

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land. The plant
should be eradicated from the land and the land kept
free of the plant. The plant should not be bought,
sold, grown, carried or released into the environment.
Notify local control authority if found.
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Eurasian water milfoil
Myriophyllum spicatum

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier
of prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person
who becomes aware of or suspects the presence of
prohibited matter must immediately notify the
Department of Primary Industries

Fireweed
Senecio madagascariensis

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Fireweed
Senecio madagascariensis

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land. The plant
should be eradicated from the land and the land kept
free of the plant. The plant should not be bought,
sold, grown, carried or released into the environment.

Flax-leaf broom
Genista linifolia

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Frogbit
Limnobium laevigatum

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier
of prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person
who becomes aware of or suspects the presence of
prohibited matter must immediately notify the
Department of Primary Industries
All species of Limnobium are Prohibited Matter

Gamba grass
Andropogon gayanus

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier
of prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person
who becomes aware of or suspects the presence of
prohibited matter must immediately notify the
Department of Primary Industries
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Giant reed
Arundo donax

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land. Land managers
should mitigate spread from their land. The plant
should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
released into the environment.

Gorse
Ulex europaeus

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Grey sallow
Salix cinerea

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Ground asparagus
Asparagus aethiopicus

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Harrisia cactus
Harrisia species

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land. The plant
should be eradicated from the land and the land kept
free of the plant. The plant should not be bought,
sold, grown, carried or released into the environment.

Hawkweeds
Hieracium species

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier
of prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person
who becomes aware of or suspects the presence of
prohibited matter must immediately notify the
Department of Primary Industries
All species in the genus Hieracium are Prohibited
Matter

Honey locust
Gleditsia triacanthos

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land. Land managers
should mitigate spread from their land. The plant
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should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
released into the environment.

Hudson pear
Cylindropuntia rosea

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Hudson pear
Cylindropuntia rosea

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land. The plant
should be eradicated from the land and the land kept
free of the plant. The plant should not be bought,
sold, grown, carried or released into the environment.

Hydrocotyl
Hydrocotyle ranunculoides

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier
of prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person
who becomes aware of or suspects the presence of
prohibited matter must immediately notify the
Department of Primary Industries

Hygrophila
Hygrophila costata

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land. The plant
should be eradicated from the land and the land kept
free of the plant. The plant should not be bought,
sold, grown, carried or released into the environment.
Notify local control authority if found.

Hymenachne
Hymenachne amplexicaulis and hybrids

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Hymenachne
Hymenachne amplexicaulis and hybrids

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land. The plant
should be eradicated from the land and the land kept
free of the plant. The plant should not be bought,
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sold, grown, carried or released into the environment.
Notify local control authority if found.

Johnson grass
Sorghum halepense

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land. Land managers
should mitigate spread from their land. The plant
should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
released into the environment.

Karroo thorn
Vachellia karroo

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier
of prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person
who becomes aware of or suspects the presence of
prohibited matter must immediately notify the
Department of Primary Industries

Kidney-leaf mud plantain
Heteranthera reniformis

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land. The plant
should be eradicated from the land and the land kept
free of the plant. The plant should not be bought,
sold, grown, carried or released into the environment.
Notify local control authority if found.

Kochia
Bassia scoparia

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier
of prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person
who becomes aware of or suspects the presence of
prohibited matter must immediately notify the
Department of Primary Industries
Excluding the subspecies trichophylla

Koster's curse
Clidemia hirta

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier
of prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person
who becomes aware of or suspects the presence of
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prohibited matter must immediately notify the
Department of Primary Industries

Lagarosiphon
Lagarosiphon major

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier
of prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person
who becomes aware of or suspects the presence of
prohibited matter must immediately notify the
Department of Primary Industries

Lantana
Lantana camara

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Long-leaf willow primrose
Ludwigia longifolia

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land. The plant
should be eradicated from the land and the land kept
free of the plant. The plant should not be bought,
sold, grown, carried or released into the environment.
Notify local control authority if found.

Ludwigia
Ludwigia peruviana

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land. The plant
should be eradicated from the land and the land kept
free of the plant. The plant should not be bought,
sold, grown, carried or released into the environment.
Notify local control authority if found.

Madeira vine
Anredera cordifolia

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Mesquite
Prosopis species

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold
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All species in the genus Prosopis have this
requirement

Mesquite
Prosopis species

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land. The plant
should be eradicated from the land and the land kept
free of the plant. The plant should not be bought,
sold, grown, carried or released into the environment.

Mexican feather grass
Nassella tenuissima

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier
of prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person
who becomes aware of or suspects the presence of
prohibited matter must immediately notify the
Department of Primary Industries

Miconia
Miconia species

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier
of prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person
who becomes aware of or suspects the presence of
prohibited matter must immediately notify the
Department of Primary Industries
All species of Miconia are Prohibited Matter in
NSW

Mikania vine
Mikania micrantha

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier
of prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person
who becomes aware of or suspects the presence of
prohibited matter must immediately notify the
Department of Primary Industries
*all species in the genus Mikania are Prohibited
Matter in NSW

Mimosa
Mimosa pigra

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier
of prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person
who becomes aware of or suspects the presence of
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prohibited matter must immediately notify the
Department of Primary Industries

Mother-of-millions
Bryophyllum species

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land. Land managers
should mitigate spread from their land. The plant
should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
released into the environment.

Parkinsonia
Parkinsonia aculeata

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Parkinsonia
Parkinsonia aculeata

Control Order
Parkinsonia Control Zone: Whole of NSW
Parkinsonia Control Zone (Whole of NSW): Owners
and occupiers of land on which there is parkinsonia
must notify the local control authority of new
infestations; immediately destroy the plants; ensure
subsequent generations are destroyed; and ensure
the land is kept free of the plant. A person who deals
with a carrier of parkinsonia must ensure the plant
(and any seed and propagules) is not moved from the
land; and immediately notify the local control authority
of the presence of the plant.

Parthenium weed
Parthenium hysterophorus

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier
of prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person
who becomes aware of or suspects the presence of
prohibited matter must immediately notify the
Department of Primary Industries

Parthenium weed
Parthenium hysterophorus

Prohibition on dealings
The following equipment must not be imported into
NSW from Queensland: grain harvesters (including
the comb or front), comb trailers (including the comb
or front), bins used for holding grain during harvest
operations, augers or similar for moving grain,
vehicles used to transport grain harvesters, support
vehicles driven in paddocks during harvest
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operations, mineral exploration drilling rigs and
vehicles used to transport those rigs, unless set out
as an exception in Division 5, Part 2 of the
Biosecurity Order (Permitted Activities) 2017

Pond apple
Annona glabra

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier
of prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person
who becomes aware of or suspects the presence of
prohibited matter must immediately notify the
Department of Primary Industries

Prickly acacia
Vachellia nilotica

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier
of prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person
who becomes aware of or suspects the presence of
prohibited matter must immediately notify the
Department of Primary Industries

Prickly pears - Austrocylindropuntias
Austrocylindropuntia species

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold
All species in the Austrocylindropuntia genus
have this requirement

Prickly pears - Cylindropuntias
Cylindropuntia species

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold
All species in the Cylindropuntia genus have this
requirement

Prickly pears - Cylindropuntias
Cylindropuntia species

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land. Land managers
should mitigate spread from their land.
This Regional Recommended Measure applies to
all species
of Cylindropuntia except Cylindropuntia
rosea (Hudson pear)
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Prickly pears - Opuntias
Opuntia species

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold
Except for Opuntia ficus-indica (Indian fig)

Prickly pears - Opuntias
Opuntia species

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of the plant
being introduced to their land. The plant should not
be bought, sold, grown, carried or released into the
environment. Land managers to reduce impacts from
the plant on priority assets.
This Regional Recommended Measure applies to
all species of Opuntia except for Opuntia ficusindica (Indian fig)

Rope pear
Cylindropuntia imbricata

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold
All species in the Cylindropuntia genus have this
requirement

Rope pear
Cylindropuntia imbricata

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land. Land managers
should mitigate spread from their land. Land
managers reduce impacts from the plant on priority
assets.
This Regional Recommended Measure applies to
all species
of Cylindropuntia except Cylindropuntia
rosea (Hudson pear)

Rubber vine
Cryptostegia grandiflora

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier
of prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person
who becomes aware of or suspects the presence of
prohibited matter must immediately notify the
Department of Primary Industries
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Sagittaria
Sagittaria platyphylla

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Sagittaria
Sagittaria platyphylla

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land. The plant
should be eradicated from the land and the land kept
free of the plant. The plant should not be bought,
sold, grown, carried or released into the environment.
Notify local control authority if found.
This Regional Recommended Measure applies to
all species of Sagittaria

Salvinia
Salvinia molesta

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Salvinia
Salvinia molesta

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land. The plant
should be eradicated from the land and the land kept
free of the plant. The plant should not be bought,
sold, grown, carried or released into the environment.
Notify local control authority if found.

Scotch broom
Cytisus scoparius subsp. scoparius

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Serrated tussock
Nassella trichotoma

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Serrated tussock
Nassella trichotoma

Regional Recommended Measure
Exclusion zone: whole region except for the core
infestation area that is bounded by the Central West
Local Land Services boundary north along
Burrendong Way to Stuart Town, east along
Mookerawa Road to Burrendong Dam, and east
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along Oaky Creek, bounded by the Central West
Local Land Services boundary
Whole region: The plant should not be bought, sold,
grown, carried or released into the environment.
Exclusion zone: The plant should be eradicated from
the land and the land kept free of the plant. Land
managers should mitigate the risk of the plant being
introduced to their land. Core infestation area: Land
managers should reduce impacts from the plant on
priority assets. Land managers should mitigate the
risk of the plant being introduced to their land.

Siam weed
Chromolaena odorata

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier
of prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person
who becomes aware of or suspects the presence of
prohibited matter must immediately notify the
Department of Primary Industries

Silverleaf nightshade
Solanum elaeagnifolium

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Silverleaf nightshade
Solanum elaeagnifolium

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of the plant
being introduced to their land. The plant should not
be bought, sold, grown, carried or released into the
environment. Land managers to reduce impacts from
the plant on priority assets.

Smooth tree pear
Opuntia monacantha

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Smooth tree pear
Opuntia monacantha

Regional Recommended Measure
Whole region: Land managers should mitigate the
risk of new weeds being introduced to their land.
Core infestations: Land managers should mitigate
spread from their land.
*This Regional Recommended Measure applies to
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all species of Opuntia except for Opuntia ficusindica (Indian fig)

Snakefeather
Asparagus scandens

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Spiny burrgrass - longispinus
Cenchrus longispinus

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land. Land managers
should mitigate spread from their land. The plant
should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
released into the environment.

Spiny burrgrass - spinifex
Cenchrus spinifex

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land. Land managers
should mitigate spread from their land. The plant
should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
released into the environment.

Spongeplant
Limnobium spongia

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier
of prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person
who becomes aware of or suspects the presence of
prohibited matter must immediately notify the
Department of Primary Industries
All species of Limnobium are Prohibited Matter

Spotted knapweed
Centaurea stoebe subsp. micranthos

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier
of prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person
who becomes aware of or suspects the presence of
prohibited matter must immediately notify the
Department of Primary Industries
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Tiger pear
Opuntia aurantiaca

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Tiger pear
Opuntia aurantiaca

Regional Recommended Measure
Whole region: Land managers should mitigate the
risk of new weeds being introduced to their land.
Core infestations: Land managers should mitigate
spread from their land.
*This Regional Recommended Measure applies to
all species of Opuntia except for Opuntia ficusindica (Indian fig)

Tropical soda apple
Solanum viarum

Control Order
Tropical Soda Apple Control Zone: Whole of NSW
Tropical Soda Apple Control Zone (Whole of NSW):
Owners and occupiers of land on which there is
tropical soda apple must notify the local control
authority of new infestations; destroy the plants
including the fruit; ensure subsequent generations
are destroyed; and ensure the land is kept free of the
plant. A person who deals with a carrier of tropical
soda apple must ensure the plant (and any seed and
propagules) is not moved from the land; and
immediately notify the local control authority of the
presence of the plant on the land, or on or in a carrier.

Velvety tree pear
Opuntia tomentosa

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Velvety tree pear
Opuntia tomentosa

Regional Recommended Measure
Whole region: Land managers should mitigate the
risk of new weeds being introduced to their land.
Core infestations: Land managers should mitigate
spread from their land.
This Regional Recommended Measure applies to
all species of Opuntia except for Opuntia ficusindica (Indian fig)
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Water caltrop
Trapa species

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier
of prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person
who becomes aware of or suspects the presence of
prohibited matter must immediately notify the
Department of Primary Industries
All species in the Trapa genus are Prohibited
Matter in NSW

Water hyacinth
Eichhornia crassipes

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Water hyacinth
Eichhornia crassipes

Biosecurity Zone
The Water Hyacinth Biosecurity Zone applies to all
land within the State, except for the following regions:
Greater Sydney or North Coast, North West (but only
the local government area of Moree Plains), Hunter
(but only in the local government areas of City of
Cessnock, City of Lake Macquarie, MidCoast, City of
Maitland, City of Newcastle or Port Stephens), South
East (but only in the local government areas of
Eurobodalla, Kiama, City of Shellharbour, City of
Shoalhaven or City of Wollongong).
Within the Biosecurity Zone this weed must be
eradicated where practicable, or as much of the weed
destroyed as practicable, and any remaining weed
suppressed. The local control authority must be
notified of any new infestations of this weed within the
Biosecurity Zone

Water lilies
Nymphaea species

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land. The plant
should be eradicated from the land and the land kept
free of the plant. The plant should not be bought,
sold, grown, carried or released into the environment.
Notify local control authority if found.
This Regional Recommended Measure applies
to Nymphaea mexicana (Mexican water lily)

Water soldier
Stratiotes aloides

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier
of prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person
who becomes aware of or suspects the presence of

45 | P a g e

prohibited matter must immediately notify the
Department of Primary Industries

Willows
Salix species

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold
All species in the Salix genus have this
requirement, except Salix babylonica (weeping
willows ), Salix x calodendron (pussy willow)
and Salix x reichardtii (sterile pussy willow)

Witchweeds
Striga species

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier
of prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person
who becomes aware of or suspects the presence of
prohibited matter must immediately notify the
Department of Primary Industries
All species in the Striga genus are Prohibited
Matter in NSW, except the native Striga parviflora

Yellow burrhead
Limnocharis flava

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier
of prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person
who becomes aware of or suspects the presence of
prohibited matter must immediately notify the
Department of Primary Industries

The content provided here is for information purposes only and is taken from the Biosecurity Act
2015 and its subordinate legislation, and the Regional Strategic Weed Management Plans
(published by each Local Land Services region in NSW). It describes the state and regional priorities
for weeds in New South Wales, Australia.

46 | P a g e

PRIORITY WEEDS FOR NORTH WEST REGION
Note: this region includes the local council areas of Gunnedah, Gwydir, Liverpool Plains, Moree
Plains, Narrabri, Tamworth and Walgett.
Weed

Duty

All plants

General Biosecurity Duty
All plants are regulated with a general biosecurity duty to
prevent, eliminate or minimise any biosecurity risk they
may pose. Any person who deals with any plant, who
knows (or ought to know) of any biosecurity risk, has a duty
to ensure the risk is prevented, eliminated or minimised, so
far as is reasonably practicable.

African boxthorn
Lycium ferocissimum

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

African boxthorn
Lycium ferocissimum

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. Land managers should
mitigate spread from their land. Land managers reduce
impacts from the plant on priority assets.

African olive
Olea europaea subsp. cuspidata

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. Land managers should
mitigate spread from their land. The plant should not be
bought, sold, grown, carried or released into the
environment.

Aleman grass
Echinochloa polystachya

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. The plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
The plant should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
released into the environment. Notify local control authority
if found.
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Alligator weed
Alternanthera philoxeroides

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Alligator weed
Alternanthera philoxeroides

Biosecurity Zone
The Alligator Weed Biosecurity Zone is established for all
land within the state except land in the following regions:
Greater Sydney; Hunter (but only in the local government
areas of City of Lake Macquarie, City of Maitland, City of
Newcastle or Port Stephens).
Within the Biosecurity Zone this weed must be eradicated
where practicable, or as much of the weed destroyed as
practicable, and any remaining weed suppressed. The
local control authority must be notified of any new
infestations of this weed within the Biosecurity Zone

Alligator weed
Alternanthera philoxeroides

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. Plant should not be bought,
sold, grown, carried or released into the environment.

Anchored water hyacinth
Eichhornia azurea

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier of
prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person who
becomes aware of or suspects the presence of prohibited
matter must immediately notify the Department of Primary
Industries

Arrowhead
Sagittaria calycina var. calycina

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. The plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
The plant should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
released into the environment. Notify local control authority
if found.

Athel pine
Tamarix aphylla

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold
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Bellyache bush
Jatropha gossypiifolia

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Bellyache bush
Jatropha gossypiifolia

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. The plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
The plant should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
released into the environment. Notify local control authority
if found.

Bitou bush
Chrysanthemoides monilifera subsp. rotundata

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Bitou bush
Chrysanthemoides monilifera subsp. rotundata

Biosecurity Zone
The Bitou Bush Biosecurity Zone is established for all land
within the State except land within 10 kilometres of the
mean high water mark of the Pacific Ocean between Cape
Byron in the north and Point Perpendicular in the south.
Within the Biosecurity Zone this weed must be eradicated
where practicable, or as much of the weed destroyed as
practicable, and any remaining weed suppressed. The
local control authority must be notified of any new
infestations of this weed within the Biosecurity Zone

Black knapweed
Centaurea X moncktonii

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier of
prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person who
becomes aware of or suspects the presence of prohibited
matter must immediately notify the Department of Primary
Industries

Black willow
Salix nigra

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold
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Black willow
Salix nigra

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. Land managers should
mitigate spread from their land.

Blackberry
Rubus fruticosus species aggregate

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold
All species in the Rubus fruiticosus species aggregate
have this requirement, except for the varietals Black
Satin, Chehalem, Chester Thornless, Dirksen
Thornless, Loch Ness, Murrindindi, Silvan, Smooth
Stem, and Thornfree

Blackberry
Rubus fruticosus species aggregate

Regional Recommended Measure
An exclusion zone is established for all lands in the region,
except the core infestation area comprising the Gwydir
Shire council, Liverpool Plains Shire council and Tamworth
Regional council
Whole of region: The plant should not be bought, sold,
grown, carried or released into the environment. Exclusion
zone: Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land; land managers
should mitigate spread from their land. Core infestation:
Land managers reduce impacts from the plant on priority
assets

Blue hound's tongue
Cynoglossum creticum

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. The plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
The plant should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
released into the environment. Notify local control authority
if found.

Boneseed
Chrysanthemoides monilifera subsp. monilifera

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold
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Boneseed
Chrysanthemoides monilifera subsp. monilifera

Control Order
Bonseed Control Zone: Whole of NSW
Boneseed Control Zone (Whole of NSW): Owners and
occupiers of land on which there is boneseed must notify
the local control authority of new infestations; immediately
destroy the plants; ensure subsequent generations are
destroyed; and ensure the land is kept free of the plant. A
person who deals with a carrier of boneseed must ensure
the plant (and any seed and propagules) is not moved from
the land; and immediately notify the local control authority
of the presence of the plant.

Boxing glove cactus
Cylindropuntia fulgida var. mamillata

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Bridal creeper
Asparagus asparagoides

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold
*this requirement also applies to the Western Cape
form of bridal creeper

Bridal veil creeper
Asparagus declinatus

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier of
prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person who
becomes aware of or suspects the presence of prohibited
matter must immediately notify the Department of Primary
Industries

Broomrapes
Orobanche species

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier of
prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person who
becomes aware of or suspects the presence of prohibited
matter must immediately notify the Department of Primary
Industries
All species of Orobanche are Prohibited Matter in
NSW, except the natives Orobanche
cernuavar. australiana and Orobanche minor
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Brown-top bent
Agrostis capillaris

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. The plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
The plant should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
released into the environment. Notify local control authority
if found.

Cabomba
Cabomba caroliniana

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Cabomba
Cabomba caroliniana

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. The plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
The plant should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
released into the environment. Notify local control authority
if found.
This applies to all species of Cabomba except for the
native Cabomba furcata

Camel thorn
Alhagi maurorum

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. The plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
The plant should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
released into the environment. Notify local control authority
if found.

Cane cactus
Austrocylindropuntia cylindrica

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold
All species in the Austrocylindropuntia genus have
this requirement

Cape broom
Genista monspessulana

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold
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Cape broom
Genista monspessulana

Regional Recommended Measure
An exclusion zone is established for all lands in the region,
except the core infestation area comprising all Local
Government Areas east of the Newell Highway
Whole of region: The plant should not be bought, sold,
grown, carried or released into the environment. Exclusion
zone: Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land; land managers
should mitigate spread from their land; the plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
Core infestation: Land managers reduce impacts from the
plant on priority assets

Cape tulip - one leaf
Moraea flaccida

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. The plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
The plant should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
released into the environment. Notify local control authority
if found.

Cape tulip - two-leaf
Moraea miniata

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. The plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
The plant should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
released into the environment. Notify local control authority
if found.

Cat's claw creeper
Dolichandra unguis-cati

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Chilean needle grass
Nassella neesiana

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Chilean needle grass
Nassella neesiana

Regional Recommended Measure
An exclusion zone is established for all lands in the region,
except the core infestation area comprising the Tamworth
Regional council
Whole of region: The plant should not be bought, sold,
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grown, carried or released into the environment. Exclusion
zone: Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land; land managers
should mitigate spread from their land. Core infestation:
Land managers reduce impacts from the plant on priority
assets

Chinese violet
Asystasia gangetica subsp. micrantha

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. The plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
The plant should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
released into the environment. Notify local control authority
if found.

Climbing asparagus
Asparagus africanus

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Climbing asparagus fern
Asparagus plumosus

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Common pear
Opuntia stricta

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

East Indian hygrophila
Hygrophila polysperma

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. The plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
The plant should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
released into the environment. Notify local control authority
if found.

Eurasian water milfoil
Myriophyllum spicatum

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier of
prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person who
becomes aware of or suspects the presence of prohibited
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matter must immediately notify the Department of Primary
Industries

Fireweed
Senecio madagascariensis

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Flax-leaf broom
Genista linifolia

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Frogbit
Limnobium laevigatum

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier of
prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person who
becomes aware of or suspects the presence of prohibited
matter must immediately notify the Department of Primary
Industries
All species of Limnobium are Prohibited Matter

Gamba grass
Andropogon gayanus

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier of
prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person who
becomes aware of or suspects the presence of prohibited
matter must immediately notify the Department of Primary
Industries

Gorse
Ulex europaeus

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Gorse
Ulex europaeus

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. The plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
The plant should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
released into the environment. Notify local control authority
if found.
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Green cestrum
Cestrum parqui

Regional Recommended Measure
An exclusion zone is established for all lands in the region,
except the core infestation area comprising the Gunnedah
Shire council, Gwydir Shire council, Narrabri Shire council
and Tamworth Regional council
Whole of region: The plant should not be bought, sold,
grown, carried or released into the environment. Exclusion
zone: Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land; land managers
should mitigate spread from their land; the plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
Core infestation: Land managers reduce impacts from the
plant on priority assets

Grey sallow
Salix cinerea

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Ground asparagus
Asparagus aethiopicus

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Harrisia cactus
Harrisia species

Regional Recommended Measure
An exclusion zone is established for all lands in the region,
except the core infestation area, comprising the Gwydir
Shire council and Moree Plains Shire council
Whole of region: The plant should not be bought, sold,
grown, carried or released into the environment. Exclusion
zone: Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land; the plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
Core infestation: Land managers reduce impacts from the
plant on priority assets
This Regional Recommended Measure applies
to Harrisia martinii and Harrisia tortuosa

Hawkweeds
Hieracium species

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier of
prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person who
becomes aware of or suspects the presence of prohibited
matter must immediately notify the Department of Primary
Industries
All species in the genus Hieracium are Prohibited
Matter
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Honey locust
Gleditsia triacanthos

Regional Recommended Measure
An exclusion zone is established for all lands in the region,
except the core infestation area comprising the Gunnedah
Shire council; Narrabri Shire council and Tamworth
Regional council
Whole of region: The plant should not be bought, sold,
grown, carried or released into the environment. Exclusion
zone: Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land; the plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
Core infestation: Land managers reduce impacts from the
plant on priority assets

Horsetails
Equisetum species

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. The plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
The plant should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
released into the environment. Notify local control authority
if found.

Hudson pear
Cylindropuntia rosea

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Hudson pear
Cylindropuntia rosea

Regional Recommended Measure
Whole of Region, excluding Core infestations within
Walgett shire
Whole of Region: The plant should not be bought, sold,
grown, carried or released into the environment. Within
Exclusion Zone: Land managers should mitigate the risk of
new weeds being introduced to their land. The plant should
be eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the
plant. Within Core infestation: Land managers reduce
impacts from the plant on priority assets. Core infestations
should be contained and reduced in extent and outlier
infestations should be continuously suppressed and
destroyed.

Hydrocotyl
Hydrocotyle ranunculoides

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier of
prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person who
becomes aware of or suspects the presence of prohibited
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matter must immediately notify the Department of Primary
Industries

Hygrophila
Hygrophila costata

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. The plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
The plant should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
released into the environment. Notify local control authority
if found.

Hymenachne
Hymenachne amplexicaulis and hybrids

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Hymenachne
Hymenachne amplexicaulis and hybrids

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. The plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
The plant should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
released into the environment. Notify local control authority
if found.

Karroo thorn
Vachellia karroo

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier of
prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person who
becomes aware of or suspects the presence of prohibited
matter must immediately notify the Department of Primary
Industries

Kidney-leaf mud plantain
Heteranthera reniformis

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. The plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
The plant should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
released into the environment. Notify local control authority
if found.
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Kochia
Bassia scoparia

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier of
prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person who
becomes aware of or suspects the presence of prohibited
matter must immediately notify the Department of Primary
Industries
Excluding the subspecies trichophylla

Koster's curse
Clidemia hirta

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier of
prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person who
becomes aware of or suspects the presence of prohibited
matter must immediately notify the Department of Primary
Industries

Lagarosiphon
Lagarosiphon major

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier of
prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person who
becomes aware of or suspects the presence of prohibited
matter must immediately notify the Department of Primary
Industries

Lantana
Lantana camara

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Leafy elodea
Egeria densa

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. The plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
The plant should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
released into the environment. Notify local control authority
if found.

Long-leaf willow primrose
Ludwigia longifolia

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. The plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
The plant should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
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released into the environment. Notify local control authority
if found.

Ludwigia
Ludwigia peruviana

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. The plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
The plant should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
released into the environment. Notify local control authority
if found.

Madeira vine
Anredera cordifolia

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Madeira vine
Anredera cordifolia

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. Land managers reduce
impacts from the plant on priority assets.

Mesquite
Prosopis species

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold
All species in the genus Prosopis have this
requirement

Mesquite
Prosopis species

Regional Recommended Measure
An exclusion zone is established for all lands in the region,
except the core infestation area comprising the Walgett
Shire council
Whole of region: The plant should not be bought, sold,
grown, carried or released into the environment. Exclusion
zone: Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land; the plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
Core infestation: Land managers reduce impacts from the
plant on priority assets
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Mexican feather grass
Nassella tenuissima

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier of
prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person who
becomes aware of or suspects the presence of prohibited
matter must immediately notify the Department of Primary
Industries

Miconia
Miconia species

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier of
prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person who
becomes aware of or suspects the presence of prohibited
matter must immediately notify the Department of Primary
Industries
All species of Miconia are Prohibited Matter in NSW

Mikania vine
Mikania micrantha

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier of
prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person who
becomes aware of or suspects the presence of prohibited
matter must immediately notify the Department of Primary
Industries
*all species in the genus Mikania are Prohibited Matter
in NSW

Mimosa
Mimosa pigra

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier of
prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person who
becomes aware of or suspects the presence of prohibited
matter must immediately notify the Department of Primary
Industries

Mother-of-millions
Bryophyllum species

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. Land managers should
mitigate spread from their land. The plant should not be
bought, sold, grown, carried or released into the
environment.
This Regional Recommended Measure applies
to Bryophyllum delagoense
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Parkinsonia
Parkinsonia aculeata

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Parkinsonia
Parkinsonia aculeata

Control Order
Parkinsonia Control Zone: Whole of NSW
Parkinsonia Control Zone (Whole of NSW): Owners and
occupiers of land on which there is parkinsonia must notify
the local control authority of new infestations; immediately
destroy the plants; ensure subsequent generations are
destroyed; and ensure the land is kept free of the plant. A
person who deals with a carrier of parkinsonia must ensure
the plant (and any seed and propagules) is not moved from
the land; and immediately notify the local control authority
of the presence of the plant.

Parthenium weed
Parthenium hysterophorus

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier of
prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person who
becomes aware of or suspects the presence of prohibited
matter must immediately notify the Department of Primary
Industries

Parthenium weed
Parthenium hysterophorus

Prohibition on dealings
The following equipment must not be imported into NSW
from Queensland: grain harvesters (including the comb or
front), comb trailers (including the comb or front), bins used
for holding grain during harvest operations, augers or
similar for moving grain, vehicles used to transport grain
harvesters, support vehicles driven in paddocks during
harvest operations, mineral exploration drilling rigs and
vehicles used to transport those rigs, unless set out as an
exception in Division 5, Part 2 of the Biosecurity Order
(Permitted Activities) 2017

Pond apple
Annona glabra

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier of
prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person who
becomes aware of or suspects the presence of prohibited
matter must immediately notify the Department of Primary
Industries
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Prickly acacia
Vachellia nilotica

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier of
prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person who
becomes aware of or suspects the presence of prohibited
matter must immediately notify the Department of Primary
Industries

Prickly pears - Austrocylindropuntias
Austrocylindropuntia species

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold
All species in the Austrocylindropuntia genus have
this requirement

Prickly pears - Cylindropuntias
Cylindropuntia species

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold
All species in the Cylindropuntia genus have this
requirement

Prickly pears - Opuntias
Opuntia species

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold
Except for Opuntia ficus-indica (Indian fig)

Rhus tree
Toxicodendron succedaneum

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. The plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
The plant should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
released into the environment. Notify local control authority
if found.

Rope pear
Cylindropuntia imbricata

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold
All species in the Cylindropuntia genus have this
requirement
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Rope pear
Cylindropuntia imbricata

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. Land managers should
mitigate spread from their land.

Rubber vine
Cryptostegia grandiflora

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier of
prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person who
becomes aware of or suspects the presence of prohibited
matter must immediately notify the Department of Primary
Industries

Sagittaria
Sagittaria platyphylla

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Sagittaria
Sagittaria platyphylla

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. The plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
Plant should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
released into the environment.

Salvinia
Salvinia molesta

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Salvinia
Salvinia molesta

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. The plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
Plant should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
released into the environment.

Scotch broom
Cytisus scoparius subsp. scoparius

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold
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Scotch broom
Cytisus scoparius subsp. scoparius

Regional Recommended Measure
An exclusion zone is established for all lands in the region,
except the core infestation area comprising all Local
Government Areas east of the Newell Highway
Whole of region: The plant should not be bought, sold,
grown, carried or released into the environment. Exclusion
zone: Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land; land managers
should mitigate spread from their land; the plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
Core infestation: Land managers reduce impacts from the
plant on priority assets

Senegal tea plant
Gymnocoronis spilanthoides

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. The plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
The plant should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
released into the environment. Notify local control authority
if found.

Serrated tussock
Nassella trichotoma

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Serrated tussock
Nassella trichotoma

Regional Recommended Measure
An exclusion zone is established for all lands in the region,
except the core infestation area comprising all Local
Government Areas east of the Newell Highway
Whole of region: The plant should not be bought, sold,
grown, carried or released into the environment. Exclusion
zone: Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land; land managers
should mitigate spread from their land; the plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
Core infestation: Land managers reduce impacts from the
plant on priority assets

Siam weed
Chromolaena odorata

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier of
prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person who
becomes aware of or suspects the presence of prohibited
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matter must immediately notify the Department of Primary
Industries

Silverleaf nightshade
Solanum elaeagnifolium

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Silverleaf nightshade
Solanum elaeagnifolium

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. Land managers should
mitigate spread from their land. Land managers reduce
impacts from the plant on priority assets.

Smooth tree pear
Opuntia monacantha

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Snakefeather
Asparagus scandens

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Spongeplant
Limnobium spongia

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier of
prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person who
becomes aware of or suspects the presence of prohibited
matter must immediately notify the Department of Primary
Industries
All species of Limnobium are Prohibited Matter

Spotted knapweed
Centaurea stoebe subsp. micranthos

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier of
prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person who
becomes aware of or suspects the presence of prohibited
matter must immediately notify the Department of Primary
Industries

66 | P a g e

St. John's wort
Hypericum perforatum

Regional Recommended Measure
An exclusion zone is established for all lands in the region,
except the core infestation area comprising the Gunnedah
Shire council, Gwydir Shire council, Liverpool Plains Shire
council and Tamworth Regional council
Whole of region: The plant should not be bought, sold,
grown, carried or released into the environment. Exclusion
zone: Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
weeds being introduced to their land; land managers
should mitigate spread from their land. Core infestation:
Land managers reduce impacts from the plant on priority
assets

Sweet briar
Rosa rubiginosa

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. Land managers should
mitigate spread from their land. The plant should not be
bought, sold, grown, carried or released into the
environment.

Tiger pear
Opuntia aurantiaca

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Tiger pear
Opuntia aurantiaca

Biosecurity Zone
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. Land managers should
mitigate spread from their land. Land managers reduce
impacts from the plant on priority assets. The plant should
not be bought, sold, grown, carried or released into the
environment.

Tropical soda apple
Solanum viarum

Control Order
Tropical Soda Apple Control Zone: Whole of NSW
Tropical Soda Apple Control Zone (Whole of NSW):
Owners and occupiers of land on which there is tropical
soda apple must notify the local control authority of new
infestations; destroy the plants including the fruit; ensure
subsequent generations are destroyed; and ensure the
land is kept free of the plant. A person who deals with a
carrier of tropical soda apple must ensure the plant (and
any seed and propagules) is not moved from the land; and
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immediately notify the local control authority of the
presence of the plant on the land, or on or in a carrier.

Velvety tree pear
Opuntia tomentosa

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Water caltrop
Trapa species

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier of
prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person who
becomes aware of or suspects the presence of prohibited
matter must immediately notify the Department of Primary
Industries
All species in the Trapa genus are Prohibited Matter in
NSW

Water hyacinth
Eichhornia crassipes

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold

Water hyacinth
Eichhornia crassipes

Biosecurity Zone
The Water Hyacinth Biosecurity Zone applies to all land
within the State, except for the following regions: Greater
Sydney or North Coast, North West (but only the local
government area of Moree Plains), Hunter (but only in the
local government areas of City of Cessnock, City of Lake
Macquarie, MidCoast, City of Maitland, City of Newcastle or
Port Stephens), South East (but only in the local
government areas of Eurobodalla, Kiama, City of
Shellharbour, City of Shoalhaven or City of Wollongong).
Within the Biosecurity Zone this weed must be eradicated
where practicable, or as much of the weed destroyed as
practicable, and any remaining weed suppressed. The
local control authority must be notified of any new
infestations of this weed within the Biosecurity Zone

Water hyacinth
Eichhornia crassipes

Regional Recommended Measure
An exclusion zone is established for all lands in the region,
except the core infestation area comprising the Moree
Plains Shire council
Whole of region: The plant should not be bought, sold,
grown, carried or released into the environment. Exclusion
zone: Land managers should mitigate the risk of new
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weeds being introduced to their land; land managers
should mitigate spread from their land; the plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
Core infestation: Land managers reduce impacts from the
plant on priority assets

Water lettuce
Pistia stratiotes

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. The plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
The plant should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
released into the environment.

Water lilies
Nymphaea species

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. The plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
The plant should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
released into the environment. Notify local control authority
if found.
This Regional Recommended Measure applies
to Nymphaea mexicana (Mexican water lily)

Water soldier
Stratiotes aloides

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier of
prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person who
becomes aware of or suspects the presence of prohibited
matter must immediately notify the Department of Primary
Industries

Willows
Salix species

Prohibition on dealings
Must not be imported into the State or sold
All species in the Salix genus have this requirement,
except Salix babylonica (weeping willows ), Salix x
calodendron (pussy willow) and Salix x
reichardtii (sterile pussy willow)
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Witchweeds
Striga species

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier of
prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person who
becomes aware of or suspects the presence of prohibited
matter must immediately notify the Department of Primary
Industries
All species in the Striga genus are Prohibited Matter in
NSW, except the native Striga parviflora

Yellow bells
Tecoma stans

Regional Recommended Measure
Land managers should mitigate the risk of new weeds
being introduced to their land. The plant should be
eradicated from the land and the land kept free of the plant.
The plant should not be bought, sold, grown, carried or
released into the environment. Notify local control authority
if found.

Yellow burrhead
Limnocharis flava

Prohibited Matter
A person who deals with prohibited matter or a carrier of
prohibited matter is guilty of an offence. A person who
becomes aware of or suspects the presence of prohibited
matter must immediately notify the Department of Primary
Industries

The content provided here is for information purposes only and is taken from the Biosecurity Act
2015 and its subordinate legislation, and the Regional Strategic Weed Management Plans
(published by each Local Land Services region in NSW). It describes the state and regional priorities
for weeds in New South Wales, Australia.
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ATTACHMENTS
Attachment A – Review of Functional Objectives – Outcomes for 2017/2018
Attachment B – Community surveys about the control of Hudson pear (Cylindropuntia rosea)
including using biocontrol
Attachment C – Hudson Pear Survey: March 2018
Attachment D – Hudson Pear Survey: March 2018 (Education and awareness)
Attachment E – Council’s Financial Statements and Auditor General’s Report
Council’s Financial Statements for the year ended 30 June, 2018 and Audit Report for the
corresponding period are attached.
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Attachment A – Review of Functional Objectives – Outcomes for 2017/2018
Note: In the following tables the column headed “BA & SO” provides in order, a reference to the Main Business Activity Priorities number and the Strategic
Objective number from the Business Activity Strategic Plan.
Required Activity

1. Provide information to Council to allow decisions at Council Meetings
BA & SO
Resp
Target

Ensure Business Paper is ready for distribution.

2.3

GM

2.3
Provide recommendations to Council when
possible.

GM

At least 7 days, but preferably 10
working days prior to the Council
Meeting.

Performance Measure
Satisfactory completion of task
in accordance with target
level.

Include in business paper for Council’s
consideration.

Comment:
30.9.18 – all targets met

Required Activity

2. Respond to Councillor inquiries related to the administration function
BA & SO
Resp
Target

Provide information to Councillors within Council’s
policy guidelines

Provide written information as requested

2.3

GM

2.3

GM

On day requested where possible, or
within 5 working days (unless request
requires detailed investigation).

Performance Measure
Satisfactory completion of task
in accordance with target
level.

Within 5 working days (unless request
requires detailed investigation

Comment:
30.9.18 – all targets met
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3. Update Council policy register
BA & SO
Resp
Target

Required Activity
Update new or amended administration policies in
Council’s policy register.

Review Council administration policies.

2.3

GM

2.3

GM

Within 14 days of adoption or
amendment

Performance Measure
Satisfactory completion of task
in accordance with target
level.

Within 2 months of expiry of policy or
every 2 years

Comment:
30.9.18 – all targets met

Required Activity

4. Provide information to public in a timely and effective manner
BA & SO
Resp
Target

Ensure Council business papers are made available
in hard copy at Council’s office.

2.1

GM

Ensure other public information is made available
at Council’s office.

2.1

GM

As soon as practicable after it
becomes public information.

Ensure business papers are provided to
constituent councils.

2.1

GM

Post to General Managers at the same
time as Councillors’ business papers.

Ensure minutes, business papers and other
information is posted to Council’s website.

At least 3 working days before the
Council meeting.

Performance Measure
Satisfactory completion of task
in accordance with target
level.

As soon as practicable.
2.1

GM
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Comment:
30.9.18 – targets met – with copies of business papers now being emailed to respective general managers when distributed to councillors
5. Ensure all statutory requirements are completed and financial returns and plans are completed and lodged by the due date
Required Activity
BA & SO
Resp
Target
Performance Measure
Quarterly Budget Review Statements and
Delivery Programme Review to Council.

Audited Financial Statements to Division of Local
Government.

2.2

GM

2.2

GM

2.2

GM

2.2

GM

2.2

GM

2.2

GM

2.2

GM

Financial Data collection return.

Notice of meeting at which audited reports are to
be presented.

Satisfactory completion of
task in accordance with target
level.

By the end of November.

By date specified by Division of Local
Government.
Prior to November meeting.

Audited Financial Reports presented to public

Draft Operational Plan and Budget on public
exhibition.

August, November, March and June
Meetings.

November meeting.

Following March meeting.

Operational Plan and Budget to be adopted
June meeting
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Comment:
30.9.18 – all targets met
6. Ensure all other statutory returns are completed and lodged by the due date
Required Activity
BA & SO
Resp
Target
Pecuniary Interest Returns.

2.2

GM

30 September annually.

Council’s Annual Report prepared and lodged
with Division of Local Government

2.2

GM

30 November annually.

2.2

GM

No later than return date specified

Other returns as required by Division of Local
Government, Department of Primary Industries,
or others

Performance Measure

Satisfactory completion of
task in accordance with target
level.

Comment:
30.9.18 – all targets met – outstanding reports followed up as necessary. Now also included Related Third Party Declarations

Required Activity
Implement Council decisions following Council
meeting

7. Implementation of Council decisions
BA & SO
Resp
Target
2.2

GM

Within 10 working days of Council
Meeting

Performance Measure
Satisfactory completion of task
in accordance with target
level.

For prosecutions, within 2 months of
Council resolution
Comment:
30.9.18 – all targets met
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8. Continue to ensure the provision of finance to Council from available sources
Required Activity
BA & SO
Resp
Target
Liaise with constituent councils regarding the level
of Council contributions and the apportionment of
contributions.

Letter to Constituent Councils concerning Council’s
proposed Delivery Plan and Budget estimates for
the forthcoming financial year, and the
contribution sought from constituent councils.

Application to Department of Primary Industries
for grants under NSW Weeds Action Programme
as necessary.

2.4

GM

Continuously.

2.4

GM

30 March.

2.4

GM

As required under Weeds Action
Programme 1520.

2.4

GM

Performance Measure

Satisfactory completion of task
in accordance with target
level.

Provide grant returns to Department of Primary
Industries.

Pursue opportunities for securing grant funds from
other available sources.

As required under Weeds Action
Programme 1520.

2.4 & 1.4

GM

As required

Comment:
30.9.18 – all targets met following up payment of 2018/19 WAP grant once announcement made by DPI
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9. Continue current financial management direction and review Business Activity Strategic Plan and Delivery Programme
Required Activity
BA & SO
Resp
Target
Performance Measure
Review Business Activity Strategic Plan.

2.1 & 2.4

GM

Continuously

Review Delivery Programme.

2.1 & 2.4

GM

Continuously

2.3

GM

Maintain reserve of at least 50% of
Long Service Leave liability

Provide adequate funds for employee leave
entitlements.

Satisfactory completion of task
in accordance with target
level.

Comment:
30.9.18 – all targets met – relevant IP&R documents to be reviewed by 31 December, 2018

Required Activity
Provide financial advice as required.

Provide quarterly update on financial trends
relating to Council’s expenditure.

10. Provide financial information and advice to Council
BA & SO Resp
Target
2.2 & 2.3

GM

At Council meetings

2.2 &.3

GM

At Council Meeting following end of
quarter

Performance Measure
Satisfactory completion of
task in accordance with
target level.

Comment:
30.9.18 – all targets met
11. Ensure that Council’s Operational Plan and Budget is considered in order to allow adoption by 30 June each year
Required Activity
BA & Resp
Target
Performance Measure
SO
Draft Plan to be presented to Council.

2.2

GM

March Meeting.

Satisfactory completion of
task in accordance with
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target level.
Draft Plan adopted to allow 28 day public
exhibition.

Draft Plan to be adopted following consideration
of any submissions received.

2.2

GM

March Meeting.

2.2

GM

June Meeting.

Comment:
30.9.18 - targets to be met at March, 2019 meeting
12. Promote the Council’s interests through participation with relevant organisations
Required Activity
BA & Resp
Target
SO
Participate in both NW LLS and Central West LLS
Regional Weeds Advisory Committees activities
through attendance at meetings and supply of
information as required to assist the lobbying of
State and Federal Governments.

1.1

GM

Attend meetings and provide information as
requested.

Performance Measure
Satisfactory completion of
task in accordance with
target level.

Comment:
30.9.18 – all targets met

Required Activity
Provide information as requested by LGNSW to
assist it to lobby governments.

13. Provide active support for LGNSW
BA & Resp
Target
SO
3.1

GM

Information to be provided by the date
requested.

Performance Measure
Satisfactory completion of
task in accordance with

78 | P a g e

target level.
Utilise the services of LGNSW to further Council’s
interests

3.1

GM

As and when required by Council.

Comment:
30.9.18 – all targets met
14. Actively pursue politicians to further Council’s interests
BA & SO Resp
Target

Required Activity
Invite politicians to attend Council meetings.

3.1

GM

Meet with State and Federal Politicians to
promote the interests of Council.

3.1

GM

At least 2 politicians to be invited to Council
meetings annually.
As required

Performance Measure
Satisfactory completion of
task in accordance with
target level.

Comment:
30.9.18 – local state/federal members and agricultural portfolio ministers to be contacted and invited to inspect County area affected by drought

Required Activity

15. Minimise the risks associated with all functions of Council
BA & SO Resp
Target

Identify new risks associated with Council’s
functions.

Analyse and prioritise all risks identified.

Minimise exposure through rectification of risks.

2.3

GM

Ongoing.

2.3

GM

Within 3 months after identification.

2.3

GM

Within budget constraints.

Performance Measure
Satisfactory completion of
task in accordance with
target level.
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Update policy on the use of contractors.

2.3

GM

Ongoing.

Review risk management policy.

2.3

GM

Ongoing.

Update Risk Assessment re spraying from back
of vehicles and consult WorkCover on proposal.

2.3

GM

When resources allow.

Comment:
30.9.18 – all targets met
16. Ensure Council staff are aware of their rights and responsibilities in relation to WH&S , risk management and EEO
Required Activity
BA & SO Resp
Target
Performance Measure
Provide training to staff on relevant legislation.

2.3

GM

Ongoing as identified.

Provide training on EEO to staff.

2.3

GM

Ongoing as required.

Provide staff with training on risk management.

2.3

GM

Ongoing as required.

Review and update staff training programme.

2.3

GM

Annually.

Review EEO Management Plan.

2.3

GM

Satisfactory completion of
task in accordance with
target level.

As required

Comment:
30.9.18 – all targets met
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Required Activity

17. Maintain and update Council’s records management system
BA & SO Resp
Target

Monitor record keeping procedures to ensure
that they provide the best method of
maintaining an accurate record of Council’s
activities.

2.3

GM

Ongoing.

Review record keeping procedures with a view
to updating and computerizing.

2.3

GM

Ongoing.

Performance Measure
Satisfactory completion of
task in accordance with
target level.

Comment:
30.9.18 – all targets met but difficulties being encountered with availability of contract administration staff and conversion of files to enable remote access.
New biosecurity legislation also creating additional workload and difficulties in recording information from remote field locations.
18. Implement system of information technology capable of providing information that is relevant and timely
Required Activity
BA & SO Resp
Target
Performance Measure
Monitor reporting system ability to provide
information requirements.

Monitor technology improvements and assess
future requirements.

Update Council’s computer system, both
hardware and software, to ensure that it
enhances management and record keeping (as
resources allow).

2.3

GM

Ongoing.

2.3

GM

Ongoing.

2.3

GM

As required.

Satisfactory completion of
task in accordance with
target level.
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Review Council’s website and implement systems
for expanding content and keeping content up to
date.
2.1 & 3.2

GM

Ongoing.

Comment:
30.9.18 – all targets met but difficulties being encountered with availability of contract administration staff and conversion of files to enable remote access.
New biosecurity legislation also creating additional workload and difficulties in recording information from remote field locations.
Planning to arrange external contractor to update Council’s website to improve response times/speed.

Required Activity

19. Compile accurate data on the condition of current Council assets
BA & SO
Resp
Target

Maintain assets register for all assets over
$1,000.

Monitor the condition of those assets

Identify maintenance requirements for those
assets.

Cost maintenance requirements and incorporate
into annual budget.

2.3

GM

Ongoing.

2.3

GM

Ongoing.

GM

Ongoing.

GM

As identified.

Performance Measure
Satisfactory completion of
task in accordance with
target level.

2.3

2.3

Comment:
30.9.18 – all targets met but proposing to upgrade built assets information
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20. Introduce a system for electronic mapping of priority weed infestations and the automation of Weeds Officers’ reports
Required Activity
BA & SO
Resp
Target
Performance Measure
Monitor the introduction of electronic mapping
of priority weed infestations and the automation
of Weeds Officers’ reporting procedures.

Expand the introduction of electronic mapping of
noxious weeds infestation and the automation of
Weeds Officers’ Reporting Procedures to the
whole of Council’s Area of Operations.

1.3 & 2.3

GM/SWO In conjunction with year 4 WAP 1520 and
BIS.

Satisfactory completion of
task in accordance with
target level.

In conjunction with year 4 WAP 1520 and
BIS.
1.3 & 2.3

GM/SWO

1.3 &2.3

GM/SWO

Continue the training of staff in the use of the
system in order to ensure its most efficient and
effective use.
Ongoing.

Comment:
30.9.18 – targets met with allowance for technological issues with recording data in the field. Staff training to meet new biosecurity legislation in excess of
current budget allowances and additional training still be identified by state agencies.

Required Activity

21. Compile data on Council’s current vehicle and plant fleet – condition and usage
BA & SO Resp
Target

Analyse Council’s current vehicle and plant fleet
and its activities and assess future vehicle and
plant needs.

2.3

GM

Ongoing

Performance Measure
Satisfactory completion of
task in accordance with
target level.
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Comment:
30.9.18 – all targets met

Required Activity

22. Ensure access to competitively priced chemicals for weeds control programmes
BA & SO Resp
Target

Ensure access to competitively priced chemicals
for weeds control programmes.

1.2

GM

As required

Performance Measure
Satisfactory completion of
task in accordance with
target level.

Comment:
30.9.18 – all targets met
23. Actively pursue the control of priority weeds along roadsides in Council’s area
Required Activity
BA & SO Resp
Target
Inspect roadsides prior to control
works to ensure that control
programmes are efficient and
effective.

1.3

SWO

At least one week prior to spraying.

Carryout necessary control works
in line with Council’s Budget
allocations.

1.3

SWO

As seasonal conditions / and available
funding permit.

Respond to reports of priority
weeds on roadsides.

1.3

SWO

Carry out inspection within 7 days of
notification.

Carry out control works in
accordance with Council’s policy
and budget allocations.

1.3

SWO

As required

Performance Measure
Satisfactory completion of
task in accordance with
target level.
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Comment:
30.9.18 – all targets met

Required Activity

24. Actively pursue the control of priority weeds on private lands
BA & SO Resp
Target

Inspection of private lands to assist landowners
to fulfill their legal responsibilities in relation to
noxious weeds.

Provide information to landowners on noxious
weeds control

1.2 & 3.2

SWO

1.2 & 3.2

SWO

1.2 & 3.2

SWO

Respond to noxious weed complaints

At least 240 (4x5x4x3) inspections per
quarter.

Performance Measure
Satisfactory completion of
task in accordance with
target level.

If not done at time of inspection then
within 1 week.

Initial inspection within 10 working days.

Comment:
30.9.18 – all targets met having regard to current staff availability.

Required Activity

25. Actively pursue the control of priority weeds on vacant Crown lands
BA & SO Resp
Target

Inspect vacant Crown land parcels to facilitate
application to DPI for funds for necessary control
works.

Inspect vacant Crown lands to ensure obligations
for priority weed control are being met.

1.2

SWO

Prior to submission of application.

1.2

SWO

As required as resources are available.

Performance Measure
Satisfactory completion of
task in accordance with
target level.
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Provide information to Department of Lands on
priority weed control requirements

1.2

SWO

Within 10 working days of inspection.

1.2

SWO

Initial inspection within 10 working days.

Respond to complaints for priority weeds on
vacant Crown Land
Comment:
30.9.18 – all targets met
26. Actively pursue the control of priority weeds on land held by Forests of NSW
Required Activity
BA & SO Resp
Target
Inspect areas proposed to be clear felled in
coming financial year.

1.2

SWO

Advise Forests NSW of proposed clear fell areas
that are potential weeds risks.

1.2

SWO

Follow up to ensure control work is carried out
on potential weeds risks.

1.2

SWO

Inspect areas surrounding standing forests and
“land bank” areas.

1.2

SWO

Within 28 days of receipt of Harvesting
Plan of Operations.

Performance Measure
Satisfactory completion of
task in accordance with
target level.

Within 14 days of inspection.

Prior to Spring each year.

Ongoing as resources permit, or in
response to complaints within 10 working
days.

Advise Forests NSW of areas that pose a risk of
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weeds spreading to adjoining land.
1.2

SWO

14 days after inspection.

Comment:
30.9.18 – all targets met

Required Activity

27. Actively pursue the control of priority weeds on other public authorities land
BA & SO Resp
Target

Inspect lands of public authorities to ensure
obligations for priority weeds control are being
met.

1.2 & 1.3

SWO

Ongoing.

Provide information to public authority on
priority weed control requirements.

1.2 & 1.3

SWO

Within 10 working days of inspection.

Respond to complaints regarding priority weeds
on lands of public authorities.

1.2 &1.3

SWO

Initial inspection within 10 working days.

Performance Measure
Satisfactory completion of
task in accordance with
target level.

Comment:
30.9.18 – all targets met

Required Activity

28. Conduct aerial spraying programmes for priority weeds
BA & SO
Resp
Target

Organise programmes for aerial spraying of
Priority weeds throughout the year as seasonal
conditions permit and demand requires.

1.2

GM/SWO

As required.

Performance Measure
Satisfactory completion of
task in accordance with
target level.
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Publicise aerial spraying programmes in local
media, and as occasion permits, to ensure
maximum landholder participation.

Organise aerial spraying (involving all weeds
officers) throughout Council’s area in accordance
with programmes.

1.2

GM/SWO

1.2

SWO

As required.

In accordance with Programmes

Comment:
30.9.18 – all targets met without need for aerial spraying.
29. Actively pursue regional resources sharing with neighbouring councils and other public authorities to provide cost benefits to Council
in the provision of services
Required Activity
BA & SO
Resp
Target
Performance Measure

Pursue resource sharing through regular
interaction with nearby councils and other
public authorities to discuss regional weed
plans and coordinated approaches to weed
control

1.1

GM

Liaise with appropriate members and
officers of surrounding councils and other
public authorities as required.

Satisfactory completion of
task in accordance with
target level.

Comment:
30.9.18 – all targets met through discussions at regional level
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Attachment B – Community surveys about the control of Hudson pear
(Cylindropuntia rosea) including using biocontrol
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Attachment C – Hudson Pear Survey: March 2018
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Attachment D – Hudson Pear Survey: March 2018 (Education and
awareness)
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Attachment E – Council’s Financial Statements and Auditor General’s Report
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