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ITEM 4.  CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:    

 

Summary: 

To confirm the minutes of the meeting of Castlereagh Macquarie County Council held at 

Coonamble Shire Council Chambers on Monday 25 March, 2019. 

 

Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting held on 25th March 2019 

 

Recommendation: 

 

That the Minutes of the meeting of Castlereagh Macquarie County Council, held at Coonamble 

Shire Council Chambers on Monday 25 March, 2019 and having been circulated, be confirmed 

as a true and accurate record of that meeting.   

 

Moved:  

Seconded:   

 

Attachments: 

Meeting Minutes – 25 March, 2019 – Coonamble Shire Council Chambers 
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ITEM 7.1.  RECONCILIATION CERTIFICATES – 31 MARCH, 30 APRIL 

AND 31 MAY, 2019 

RECONCILIATION CERTIFICATE - 31 March 2019 

 
Reconciled Ledger Accounts for 31 March 2019 are as follows: 

Balance of Ledger – 1-1110  

 
Balance 28/02/19                                                                   588,337.00 
 
Plus Receipts                                                                          307,569.10 
 
Less Payment                                                                           69,557.04 
 
 
                                                                                              $826,349.06 

Balance of Bank Accounts 

 
Balance 31/03/2019 #273228001484                                  $826,349.06 
 
 
Less: Outstanding Cheques                                                                 Nil 
    
                                      

                                                          $826,349.06 
 
 
ELE Reserve Balance 1-1210 31/03/2019 $107,819.22 
Plant Reserve 1-1220 31/03/2019 $9,000.00 
Debtors Balance 1-1310 31/03/2019 $282,207.99 
Stores Balance 1-1410 31/03/2019 $33,254.40 

  
 
Karren Foran Inv 9016 5/02/18 178.99 
Warrumbungle Shire Council Inv 9054 14/11/18 4,059.00 
RMS – Narrabri Inv 9056 14/11/18 2,876.50 
Chris Corneliusen 
NSW Department of Primary 
Industries 

Inv 9030 
Inv 9046 

19/03/19 
26/03/19 

93.50 
275,000.00 

    
Total   $282,207.99 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CASTLEREAGH MACQUARIE COUNTY COUNCIL 

Meeting of Council 

To be held at Warren Shire Council Chambers 

on 24 June 2019 

 

13 

 

INVESTMENTS REGISTER 

 

Investment Number Date 
invested 

Amount 

$ 

Lodged 

With 

Rate % 
per 

annum 

Term Due Date Interest 

$ 

PART472250081929 30/10/2018 107,819.22 CBA 2.30 18 
months 

30/04/2020 AAA 

Details Employee Leave Entitlement (ELE) Reserve 

 

 

 

Investment Number Date 
invested 

Amount 

$ 

Lodged 

With 

Rate % 
per 

annum 

Term Due Date Interest 

$ 

PART472250081929 30/10/2018 9,000 CBA 2.30 18 
months 

30/04/2020 AAA 

Details Plant Reserve 

 

 

 

Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 

1. I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in 

accordance with Section 625 (2) of the Local Government Act 1993, Clause 212 of the 

Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, The Ministerial Investment Order of 12 

January, 2016 and Council’s Investment and Procedures Policy, 2019. 

2. I hereby certify that Council’s cash book and ledger have been reconciled to the bank 

statement as at (date) 

 

Don Ramsland 

General Manager/Responsible Accounting Officer 

  

Recommendation: 
The Statement of Bank Balances and Investments as at 31 March 2019 be received & 
adopted. 
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RECONCILIATION CERTIFICATE - 30 April 2019 

 
Reconciled Ledger Accounts for 30 April 2019 are as follows: 

Balance of Ledger – 1-1110  

 
Balance 31/03/19                                               826,349.06 
 
Plus Receipts                                                                               1,485.68 
 
Less Payment                                                                          103,229.92 
     
 
                                                                                               $724,604.82 

Balance of Bank Accounts 

 
Balance 30/04/2019 #273228001484                                     $724,604.82 
 
 
Less: Outstanding Cheques                                                                   Nil 
    
                                      

                                                               $724,604.82 
 
 
ELE Reserve Balance 1-1210 30/04/2019 $107,819.22 
Plant Reserve 1-1220 30/04/2019 $9,000.00 
Debtors Balance 1-1310 30/04/2019 $282,496.74 
Stores Balance 1-1410 30/04/2019 $54,854.40 

  
 
Karren Foran Inv 9016 5/02/18 178.99 
Warrumbungle Shire Council Inv 9054 14/11/18 4,059.00 
RMS – Narrabri Inv 9056 14/11/18 2,876.50 
NSW Department of Primary 
Industries 

Inv 9046 26/03/19 275,000.00 

St Lawrence’s Primary School Inv 9047 15/04/19 382.25 
    
Total   $282,496.74 
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INVESTMENTS REGISTER 

 

Investment Number Date 
invested 

Amount 

$ 

Lodged 

With 

Rate % 
per 

annum 

Term Due Date Interest 

$ 

PART472250081929 30/10/2018 107,819.22 CBA 2.30 18 
months 

30/04/2020 AAA 

Details Employee Leave Entitlement (ELE) Reserve 

 

 

 

Investment Number Date 
invested 

Amount 

$ 

Lodged 

With 

Rate % 
per 

annum 

Term Due Date Interest 

$ 

PART472250081929 30/10/2018 9,000 CBA 2.30 18 
months 

30/04/2020 AAA 

Details Plant Reserve 

 

 

 

Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 

1. I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in 

accordance with Section 625 (2) of the Local Government Act 1993, Clause 212 of the 

Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, The Ministerial Investment Order of 12 

January, 2016 and Council’s Investment and Procedures Policy, 2019. 

2. I hereby certify that Council’s cash book and ledger have been reconciled to the bank 

statement as at (date) 

 

Don Ramsland 

General Manager/Responsible Accounting Officer 

  

Recommendation: 
The Statement of Bank Balances and Investments as at 30 April 2019 be received & 
adopted. 
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RECONCILIATION CERTIFICATE - 31 May 2019 

 
Reconciled Ledger Accounts for 31 May 2019 are as follows: 

Balance of Ledger – 1-1110  

 
Balance 30/04/19               724,604.82 
 
Plus Receipts                                                                        286,466.42 
 
Less Payment                                                                         61,104.78 
     
 
 $949,966.46 

Balance of Bank Accounts 

 
Balance 31/05/2019 #273228001484      $949,966.46 
 
 
Less:  Outstanding Cheques                 Nil 
    
                                      

                                                       $949,966.48 
 
 
ELE Reserve Balance 1-1210 31/05/2019 $107,819.22 
Plant Reserve 1-1220 31/05/2019 $9,000.00 
Debtors Balance 1-1310 31/05/2019 $7,214.59 
Stores Balance 1-1410 31/05/2019 $55,114.40 

  
 
Karren Foran Inv 9016 5/02/2018 178.99 
Warrumbungle Shire Council Inv 9054 14/11/2018 4,059.00 
Coonabarabran Show Trust Inv 9065 6/05/2019 2,700.50 
Gilgandra Shire Council Inv 9066 29/05/2019 276.10 
    
Total   $7,214.59 
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INVESTMENTS REGISTER 

 

Investment Number Date 
invested 

Amount 

$ 

Lodged 

With 

Rate % 
per 

annum 

Term Due Date Interest 

$ 

PART472250081929 30/10/2018 107,819.22 CBA 2.30 18 
months 

30/04/2020 AAA 

Details Employee Leave Entitlement (ELE) Reserve 

 

 

 

Investment Number Date 
invested 

Amount 

$ 

Lodged 

With 

Rate % 
per 

annum 

Term Due Date Interest 

$ 

PART472250081929 30/10/2018 9,000 CBA 2.30 18 
months 

30/04/2020 AAA 

Details Plant Reserve 

 

 

 

Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 

1. I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in 

accordance with Section 625 (2) of the Local Government Act 1993, Clause 212 of the 

Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, The Ministerial Investment Order of 12 

January, 2016 and Council’s Investment and Procedures Policy, 2019. 

2. I hereby certify that Council’s cash book and ledger have been reconciled to the bank 

statement as at (date) 

 

Don Ramsland 

General Manager/Responsible Accounting Officer 

  

Recommendation: 
The Statement of Bank Balances and Investments as at 31 May 2019 be received & 
adopted. 
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ITEM 7.2.  QUARTERLY BUDGET REVIEW STATEMENT AS AT 31 

MAY, 2019 
 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:    

 

Summary: 

An analysis of Council’s actual income and expenditure to 31 May, 2019 has now been 

completed and a revised budget result forecast for the year ending 30 June, 2019 has been 

prepared showing the anticipated result on present trends. 

 

These results are summarised as follows: 

 Budgeted 

Surplus/(Loss) $ 

Revised Budget 

Surplus/(Loss) $ 

Forecast Budget 

Surplus / (Loss)$ 

Revised Operating 

budget result 

$121,547 $102,739 

 

$224,286 

Capital Budget result ($61,697) ($166,303) (228,000) 

Revised Net Result $59,850 ($63,564) ($ 3,714) 

 

Background: 

Financial information made available to councillors should adequately disclose council’s 

overall financial position and provide sufficient information to enable informed decision 

making and ensure that council remains on track to meet the objectives, targets and outcomes 

set out in its operational plan, adopted budget and delivery program. This has particular 

relevance as Council begins formulating its budget for 2019/2020 and what the long-term 

financial outcome planning will look like ten years down the track. 

 

Council’s part-time General Manager continues to operate remotely and the work load has 

proved to be much higher than expected. However, this aspect continues to be monitored to 

ensure appropriate accounting controls remain in place. A separate report is being prepared to 

address this issue. A higher level of responsibility is being placed on the Senior Biosecurity 

Officer to undertake the necessary checks and balances in respect of staff control and day to 

day expenditure as it relates particularly to WAP funding reporting requirements. 

 

As previously advised Walgett Shire Council continues to provide administrative support and 

whilst the nominated officer returned from maternity leave in early October, 2018, Walgett 

Shire Council was unable to provide adequate relief staff when the officer took annual leave in 

February and June, 2019 and alternative arrangements had to be made at CMCC level to cover 

this period. 

 

Current Position: 

The attached Quarterly Budget Review Statement (QBRS) has been prepared as a document 

which breaks down the actual budget line item income and expenditure for the year, details any 

variations from the original budget in respect of those various line items is also attached.  It is 

proposed to go over these variations in detail at the meeting. 
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However, in summary, and in view of the fact that this is the third quarterly report in respect 

of 2018/19, variations are only minor. 

 

These variations reveal a net operating budget surplus for the period of $224,286 after provision 

has been made for depreciation of $62,517.  

 

This result is well above the expectations voiced at the time of adopting the 2018/19 budget 

and operational plan at the June, 2018 meeting. It is due mainly to an additional Grant of 

$250,000 received from the Department of Primary Industries for Research Collaboration 

Subcontract which involves the Administration of funds amounting to $200,000 for the 

construction of a Hudson pear biocontrol mass-rearing facility at Lightning Ridge and $50,000 

for the surveillance and management of the Hudson pear incursions recently discovered at 

Quanda and Baradine.   

  

This QBRS sets out the recommended changes to the revised expenditure budget of $75,855 

net. These are listed on the budget worksheet and relate to mainly to changes in computer costs, 

additional supervision costs and WAP expenditure, field day expenses, private works income, 

plant operating expenses and depreciation costs. The cost of works carried forward from 

2017/18 were flagged at the November review. There is also a saving in leave expenses which 

will have to be recognised by an additional transfer to the ELE Reserve at the end of the 

financial year. 

 

This increase in expenditure has been offset by an increase in income of $ 300,323 from grant 

income private works, CPI adjustments and other sundry amounts 

 

However, additional expenses estimated in the order of $30,000 will be incurred shortly to 

support the construction of the Hudson pear mass-rearing facilities Lightning Ridge and 

surveillance and management of Hudson pear at Quanda and Baradine.  

 

From a capital perspective, we earlier reported $29,091 in additional income from the trading 

in of a vehicle for a better that expected price of $27,273 and the sale of an old quick spray unit 

for $1,818. 

 

Provision has now been made to transfer $220,000, being the balance of funds received from 

the DPI, to a reserve which will be drawn down to meet future expenditure 

 

A separate page with reference to our updated key performance ratios and required declarations 

in respect of contractual arrangements, consultancies and legal expenses is also included.  Our 

exact key performance details are out with our audited financial statements for 2017/18.  

 

After allowing for capital income/expenditure Council will operate at an estimated overall 

deficit in 2018/19 of $3,714 after allowing the above reserve transfer and additional 

depreciation.  

 

Council’s surplus of $297K achieved in 2017/18 will be the subject of a further consideration 

in the 2019/20 budget once a clearer position the season is having on property inspection and 

road side spraying activities will be available.  The appointment of an additional weeds officer 

to cover either the Walgett Shire or Coonabarabran area is taking a little longer than expected.  
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Recent advertising appears to have attracted a suitable field of applicants and interviews will 

be held shortly.  

 

The announcement of WAP 1520 funding for 2018/19 resulted in a slight increase of $4,713 

in line with standard CPI adjustments. It seems that there will be a similar increase available 

for 2019/20. 

 

It is anticipated that Council will continue to attract a reasonable level of private works which, 

if appropriate, will be undertaken using casual/contract resources. 

 

The planning for the construction of new depot facilities at Coonamble is progressing slowly 

with an investigation of the availability of the proposed site being questioned. Plant purchases 

provided for in the plant and equipment replacement programme for 2018/19 have been 

completed.  An order has now been placed for remote monitoring equipment for our field staff 

to address possible WH&S issues when they are working alone at a distance from major towns. 

Other new technology is being investigated to achieve the most effective outcomes for our 

future operations. 

 

Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

The Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 

Local Government Act 1993, as amended 

DLG Circular 10/32 – Quarterly Budget Review Statement  

 

Governance Issues: 

Council continues to monitor developments with regards the establishment of Joint 

Organisations as outcomes in this area could impact on the degree of certainty in which to plan 

for the immediate and short-term future. 

 

Stakeholders: 

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Constituent Councils – Shires of Warrumbungle, 

Coonamble, Gilgandra, Walgett and Warren. 

 

Financial Implications: 

It is proposed to discuss the matter what level of grant funds which may become available in 

2019/20 following the coming State and Federal elections in the confidential section of the 

meeting as further cuts could impact unfavourably on Council’s bottom line. 

 

Legal Issues: 

In the event of the County Council being wound-up, constituent councils would share in any 

surplus funds realised or be required to make good and shortfall. 

 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 

As previously advised, Council’s financial position, both in immediate future and going 

forward needs to be continually monitored closely. 

 

Conclusion: 

Council’s ongoing actions are aimed at rectifying the financial downturn that was compounded 

by significant operating losses over the last decade. To date, the measures seem to be working 
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quite satisfactorily but the situation needs to be regularly monitored to identify if and when any 

further action is required to maintain our viability, sustainability and affordability. 

 

Quarterly Budget Review Statement – 31 May 2019 

 

Recommendation: 

 

That the Quarterly Budget Review Statement for the period ended 31 May 2019 be received 

and noted, and the recommended variations to the revised budget as detailed in the attached 

statement be adopted. 

 

Moved:  

Seconded:   

 

Attachments: 

 

Attachment A - Quarterly Budget Review Statement – Signed Statement by Responsible 

Accounting Officer    

 

Attachment B - Quarterly Budget Review Statement as at 31 May, 2019 

 

Attachment C - Cash Flow Statement as at 31 May, 2019 

 

Attachment D - Quarterly Budget Review Statement 31 May, 2019 – Operating Budget – 

Detailed Breakdown 
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Attachment A - Quarterly Budget Review Statement – Signed Statement by Responsible 

Accounting Officer    

 
Statement by Responsible Accounting Officer 

The following statement is made in accordance with Clause 203(2) of the Local Government (General) 

Regulations 2005. 

It is my opinion that the Quarterly Budget Review Statement for the Castlereagh Macquarie County 

Council for the period ended 31 May, 2019 indicates that Council’s projected financial position as at 

30 June, 2019 will be satisfactory at year end having regard to the projected estimates of income and 

expenditure and the original budgeted income and expenditure. 

This statement is made on the proviso that any resolution passed at Council’s meeting on 24 June, 

2019 in respect budget amendments and associated issues to offset any loss in grant income are 

implemented within the timelines determined or as duly amended. 

 

 

Signed: ________________________     Date: 17 June, 2019 

Don Ramsland - Responsible Accounting Officer – Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 
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Attachment B - Quarterly Budget Review Statement as at 31 May, 2019 

 
Recommended Changes to Revised Budget 

A. Revenue Income (net)             $      $ 

Additional WAP Grant income                 $ 30,000 

Additional Bank Interest                 $   2,500 

Workers Comp incentive                 $       317 

Additional of Private Works income               $267,323 

Total – Revenue Income Adjustments                                $300,140 

 

Revenue Expenditure (net) 

 Additional Regional Meeting Expenses       $    750 

 Additional Storage Rental                                                                                                   $     171 

 Additional Computer Biosecurity System                                                                         $ 1,747 

 Additional Tool box meeting costs      $     738 

        Saving Workers Compensation                                                                                       ($ 1,610) 

        Protective Clothing                       $    609 

Additional Supervision Costs                                                                                                $6,178 

Aditional WAP Grant Costs (net)       $44,714 

Saving Contract Spraying allowance                                                                              ($50,000) 

 Destruction of Weeds Expenses                                       $3,374 

 Additional Field Day Costs                                                                                                    $ 4,606 

 Additional Private Works Expenses                    $43,457 

 Additional Plant Expenses          $3,604 

 Additional Depreciation Expenses                                                                                      $17,517 

 Total Revenue Expense Adjustments         $75,855

           

Net Increase in Operating Surplus                                $224,286 

B. Capital Income Adjustments (net) -       $   Nil 

          
C. Capital Expenditure Adjustments  (net)                  ($228,000) 

              
Total – Capital Adjustments                   ($228,000) 
l 

Net  decrease in Total Surplus                                                                                                  ($3,714) 

Budget Review -  Key Performance Indicators Statement   

1. Unrestricted Current Ratio – 7.73:1 (1 July, 2018) 

2. Debt Service Ratio – Nil:1 (1 July, 2018) 

3. Building and Infrastructure Renewal Ratio - as a 1 July, 2018 this ratio was 0.00% as Council 

had made no provision for assets renewals 
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4. Cash Expense Cover Ratio – 9.13 months 

 
Budget Review - Contracts and Other Expenses 

Part A – Contracts Listing - Council has not entered into any contracts. 

Part B – Consultancy and Legal Expenses 

Expense   Expenditure YTD Budgeted  

                 $        Y/N 

Consultancies             300        No 

Legal Fees             Nil           No     
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Attachment C - Cash Flow Statement as at 31 May, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Actual Actual Actual Actual Actual Estimate

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Cash Flows from Operating Activities

Receipts

User Fees and Charges 10 15 29 38 61 23

Investment and Interest Revenue 5 6 6 6 7 6

Grants and Contributions 1013 940 823 878 867 1166

Bonds, Deposits and Retention amounts - -

Other 201 132 120 101 99 156

Payments

Employee Benefits and Oncosts -1037 -900 -626 -591 -591 -1007

Materials and Contracts -89 -78 -26 -27 -32 -26

Other -221 -198 -226 -220 -168 -136

Net Cash provided/used in Operating Activities -118 -83 100 185 243 182

Cash Flows from Investing Activities

Receipts

Sale of Infrastructure, Property, Plant and Equipment 2 414 16 5 11 15

Payments

Purchase of Infrastructure,Property, Plant and Equipment - 9 -69 -64 -66 -54

Investments - -

Net Cash provided/used in Investing Activities 2 423 -53 -59 -55 -39

Cash Flows from Financing Activities

Receipts

Proceeds from Borrowings and Advances 250 - 0 - 0

Transfer from Plant Reserve

Payments

Repayment of Borrowings and Advances - -100 -100 -50 0

Net Cash Flow provided/used in Financing Activities 250 -100 -100 -50 0

Net Increase/(Decrease) in Cash and Cash Equivalents 134 240 -53 76 188 221

add Cash and Cash Equivalents - beginning of year 17 151 391 338 414 414

Cash and Cash Equivalents - end of year 151 391 338 414 602 635

Investments on hand - end of year - -

Total Cash, Cash Equivalents and Investments 151 391 338 414 602 635
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Attachment D - Quarterly Budget Review Statement 31 May, 2019 – Operating Budget – 

Detailed Breakdown 
revised adopted

estimate budget Revised YTD remainder projected further %

2017/18 2018/19 C 01-07-18 1st Qtr 2nd Qtr 3rd Qtr 4th Qtr Budget 31/05/19 of year for year variance

INCOME

Administration

DPI - MVWAC Grant

DPI - NW LLS WAP Grant 106,256     108,700     2,337     111,037      111,037     -             111,037       0               100.00

DPI - CW LLS WAP Grant 188,174     192,502     2,376     194,878      194,878     30,000       224,878       30,000    86.66

MVWAC - Group Weed Subsidy 895         895              895             895               -           

Weed Certificates 5,000         4,000         4,000          1,886          2,114         4,000           47.15

Constituent Council Contribs 514,145     525,970     525,970      525,970     0                 525,970       100.00

Interest on Investments 5,000         3,500         3,500          4,986          1,014         6,000           2,500      83.10

Property Insurance Rebate 3,000         3,000         3,000          2,084          916             3,000           69.47

Vehicle Insurance Adj 1,500         1,500         1,500          1,500         1,500           0.00

WH&S Incentive Rebate 5,000         5,000         1,699     6,699          6,699          -             6,699           -           100.00

Workers Comp Incentive payment 832             515             515              832             832               317          100.00

MV Claim discount 2,580         2,580         2,580          2,580         2,580           0.00

Jury Duty -              -              0.00

Administration - Total 831,487     847,267     7,307     854,574      849,267     38,124       887,391       32,817    95.70

Destruction of Weeds

Con't from Constituent Councils 0.00

Mesquite Control - Grant 0.00

Parthenium Weed - Grant 0.00

Parkinsonia - Grant 0.00

Destruction of Weeds - Total 0.00

Private Works

Private Works Income 0.00

Bre Shire - Private Works 0.00

Coonamble Private Works 0.00

Warrumbungle Shire Private Works 7,762         2,615      7,855     10,470        13,358       13,358         2,888      100.00

Warren Private Works 327          327              327             327               -           100.00

Walgett Shire Private Works 28,076       1,302      21,880   23,182        23,182       23,182         -           100.00

Gilgandra Private Works 1,970         230         230              481             481               251          100.00

WLC (HP) -               -           0.00

Walget Shire - HP -               -           0.00

North West LLS - Parkinsonia 37,727                  8,181 8,181          8,181         8,181           -           0.00

Western CMA (HP) -               -             -                -           0.00

Western LLS (HP) S/R Analysis -               -             -                -           0.00

North West LLS Pamphlet Project            8,181 8,181          8,181         8,181           -           0.00

NW LLS - H P Bio Control Project 10,000       4,535       4,535          4,535         4,535           -           0.00

DPI Bio Facility - LR 9 Mile Road 200,000     200,000       200,000  

DLWC - 5 Ways Project Grant -               50,000       50,000         50,000    100.00

DPI  HP PRMF Project VSS 11,818       -               -             -                -           0.00

DPI HP PRMF Project R 7623 LR 9,091         39,207       39,207-    -               -             -                -           0.00

DPI  HP PRMF Project R7623 Cbh 5,000         14,184       14,184-    -               14,184       14,184         14,184    0.00

DPI HP VSS Fire Trails 1,737       1,737          1,737         1,737           -           0.00

Agency Commissions -               -             -                -           0.00

Sale of Parts etc -               -             0.00

Private Works - Total 111,444     53,391       16,362       46,792-    3,917      29,965   56,843        287,348     36,818       324,166       267,323  88.64

-               

Other Income -               

Plant Income 120,000     140,000     140,000      113,750     26,250       140,000       81.25

profit on sale of plant 10,908       -               0.00

Const Council Advances -              -              -               0.00

Other Income - Total 130,908     140,000     140,000      113,750     26,250       140,000       81.25

Revenue Income - Total 1,073,839 1,040,658 16,362       46,792-    3,917      37,272   1,051,417  1,250,365 101,192    1,351,557   300,140  92.51

EXPENDITURE

Administration Costs

General Manager's Salary 22,583       25,000       25,000        22,916       2,084         25,000         91.66

Clerical Assistance 0.00

Commission on auction sale 0.00

Contract Administrative Support 35,000       35,875       35,875        23,864       12,011       35,875         66.52

MVWAC - Project Officer Costs 5,446         5,446         5,446          82                5,364         5,446           1.51

Orange CC - Weeds Coord cont 20,610       21,125       21,125        21,125       21,125         0.00

IPR Costs 318             328             328              328             328               0.00

6,842         2,500         925         2,690     6,115          6,865          6,865           750          100.00

BioSecurity Info Expenses -               -             -                0.00

Travelling 2,000         2,000         2,000          1,280          720             2,000           64.00

Audit Fees 10,500       10,815       10,815        10,505       310             10,815         97.13

Advertising 3,990         2,814         2,070      5,976     10,860        9,869          991             10,860         -           90.87

Printing & Stationary 2,575         2,652         3,249      353         6,254          5,784          470             6,254           -           92.48

Amendments

Regional Meeting Expenses
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revised adopted

estimate budget Revised YTD remainder projected further %

2017/18 2018/19 C 01-07-18 1st Qtr 2nd Qtr 3rd Qtr 4th Qtr Budget 31/05/19 of year for year variance

Amendments

Postage & Freight 1,083         1,115         1,115          52                1,063         1,115           4.66

Storage Rental 2,800         2,884         2,884          3,055          3,055           171          100.00

Telephone 8,280         8,528         8,528          8,256          272             8,528           96.81

Bank Charges 600             619             619              456             163             619               73.67

Legal Expenses 530             546             546              546             546               0.00

Sundry Expenses -              -              -               -             -                0.00

Computer Bio Security System 10,691       11,012       11,012        12,759       12,759         1,747      100.00

security services -              -              -               -             -                0.00

office cleaning -              -              -               -             -                0.00

sundry admin expenses 2,500         2,500         2,500          2,240          260             2,500           89.60

web site costs 1,500         1,500         1,500          1,500         1,500           0.00

Subscription - Shires Assoc 2,758         2,841         2,841          1,838          1,003         2,841           64.70

Administration  Costs - Total 140,606     140,101     6,244      9,019     155,364      109,821     48,211       158,032       2,668      69.49

Insurance Costs

Fidelity Gaurantee 1,435         1,478         50-             1,428          1,428          1,428           -           100.00

Public Liability & Prof Indemnity 24,900       25,647       867-          24,780        24,780       24,780         -           100.00

Accumulated Sick Leave 830             996          996              996             996               -           100.00

Property Insurance 4,975         5,124         825          5,949          5,949          5,949           0-               100.00

State Cover Capital Levy 1,343         1,383         1,383          1,383         1,383           -           0.00

Personal Accident 1,946         2,004         127          2,131          2,131          2,131           0-               100.00

Councillor's and Officers' Liability 9,808         10,102       342-          9,760          9,760          9,760           -           100.00

Motor vehicle liability 7,510         7,735         1,118       8,853          8,853          8,853           0-                          

Insurance Costs - Total 52,747       53,474       1,807       55,281        53,897       1,383         55,280         1-               97.50

Governance Costs

Chairperson's Allowance 3,686         2,427         2,427          1,820          607             2,427           74.99

Councillors' Meeting Fees 20,455       11,333       11,333        8,499          2,834         11,333         74.99

Councillors' Travelling 4,774         4,917         4,917          848             4,069         4,917           17.25

Councillors' Subsistence - CMCC Mtgs 4,624         4,751         4,751          192             4,559         4,751           4.04

CMCC Meeting Expenses 2,245         2,313         2,313          1,436          877             2,313           62.08

Insurance Members Accident -               -             -                0.00

Governance Costs - Total 35,784       25,741       25,741        12,795       12,946       25,741         49.71

Employee Overheads 

ToolBox Meetings 1,249     1,249          1,987          1,987           738          

Redundancy - Termination Pay 0.00

Redundancy - Annual Leave 0.00

Redundancy - Long Service Leave 0.00

Provision for ELE - retirement 55,000       0.00

Annual Leave 30,745       30,176       30,176        11,652       18,524       30,176         38.61

Long Service Leave 9,399         10,678       10,678        10,678       10,678         0.00

Sick Leave 12,828       12,500       12,500        10,338       2,162         12,500         82.70

compassionate leave 762             561         561              561             561               -           100.00

Union Picnic Day 512             513         280         793              793             793               -           100.00

Public Holidays NEI 13,061       13,453       513-         12,940        12,125       815             12,940         -           93.70

Jury Duty  0.00

Superannuation 45,851       34,000       34,000        33,374       626             34,000         98.16

Workers Compensation 10,500       10,500       10,500        8,890          8,890           1,610-      100.00

Staff Medical expenses 0.00

Protective Clothing 1,350         1,074         548         1,622          2,231          -             2,231           609          100.00

Allowances Disability/Climatic 1,549         1,588         2,044     3,632          926             2,706         3,632           25.50

Staff Training 20,603       15,000       2,000      2,044     19,044        16,307       2,737         19,044         -           85.63

Sub -Total - Employee Overheads 202,160     128,968     2,561      6,165     137,694      99,184       38,247       137,431       263-          72.17

Sub Total Administrative Overheads 431,297     348,285     1,807       8,805      15,184   374,081      275,697     100,788    376,485       2,404      73.23

On-cost Recovery

Employee Overheads - Total

Destruction of Weeds

WAP 1520 Grant - Supervision - WOs 7,654         2,994     10,648        16,826       16,826         6,178      100.00

WAP 1520 Grant - Property Inspections 79,950       80,000       65,000   2,994-     142,006      107,000     35,006       142,006       -           75.35

WAP 1520 Grant - Other Costs - Cnl Roads 88,150       85,000       4,250     89,250        115,869     -             115,869       26,619    100.00

WAP 1520 Grant expenses - HR - Roads 60,000   60,000        77,850       77,850         17,850    100.00

WAP 1520 Grant expenses - HR - TSRs 10,000   2,000-     8,000          4,440          3,560         8,000           -           55.50

WAP 1520 Grant expenses - HR - WC 8,500      2,000-     6,500          1,664          4,836         6,500           -           25.60

WAP 1520 Grant expenses - HR - Rail 6,000      6,000          4,678          1,322         6,000           -           77.97

WAP 1520 Grant Expenses - HR - n, s, o 5,000      250-         4,750          325             4,463         4,788           38            6.79

5,000         5,000      5,000          5,207          5,207           207          100.00

WAP 1520 Grant Expenses - Other 205,000     165,000     162,500- 1,045-     1,455          1,455         1,455           -           

Casual/Contract Spraying 40,000       50,000       50,000        50,000-    0.00

Fruit Fly Control -              -              -               -             -                -           0.00

Mesquite Contol Program 562             -               162             162               162          100.00

Parthenium Weed Control 1,025         30            30                3,242          3,242           3,212      100.00

Parkinsonia Weed Control 22,636       18,000       18,000        8,032          9,968         18,000         -           44.62

Field Day Expenses 8,216         7,000         1,045     8,045          12,651       12,651         4,606      100.00

Weed Control Publicity -              -              3,000      3,000          2,092          908             3,000           -           69.73

Destruction of Weeds - Total 450,539     412,654     30            -          412,684      360,038     61,518       421,556       8,872      85.41

WAP 1520  Grant Expenses - H P T'force Admin
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revised adopted

estimate budget Revised YTD remainder projected further %

2017/18 2018/19 C 01-07-18 1st Qtr 2nd Qtr 3rd Qtr 4th Qtr Budget 31/05/19 of year for year variance

Amendments

Private Works

Cost of Private Works -              -              -               -             -                0.00

Bre Shire - Private Works -               -             -                0.00

Sundry Private Works -               -             -                0.00

Warrumbungle Shire - Cost of Private Works 1,533         1,423      2,528     3,951          5,464          5,464           1,513      100.00

Gilgandra Shire - Cost of Private Works 3,138         104          64           168              269             269               101          100.00

Walgett Shire - Cost of Private Works 18,962       543         10,560   11,103        11,103       11,103         -           100.00

Coonamble - Private Works 750             396          396              396             396               -           100.00

Warren Shire - Cost of Private Works 60               -               -             -                -           0.00

Walgett Shire - HP -               -             -                -           0.00

North West LLS - Promotional Pamphlet -              -              7,500          7,500          7,500         7,500           -           0.00

North West LLS - Parkinsonia  Project -              -              7,500          7,500          8,031          500             8,531           1,031      94.14

North West LLS  Bio Control Project -              -              4,545       4,545          5,863          5,863           1,318      100.00

DLWC -HP BIO Project 9 Mile 7,055          12,945       20,000         20,000    

North West LLS (HP) Pgmes Signs -              -              530         530              530             530               -           100.00

DLWC - 5 ways 8,488         1,000         1,000-       -               3,822          6,178         10,000         10,000    38.22

DPI HP PRMF Project VSS 7,091         -               -             -                0.00

DPI HP PRMF Project 7623 LR 5,455         39,207       39,207-    -               -                -           0.00

DPI HP PRMF Project R7623 Cbh 5,000         14,184       14,184-    -               9,456          9,456           9,456      100.00

Agency Expenses -              -              -               -             -                0.00

Cost for the Sale of Parts etc 3,329         1,500         1,500          1,538          1,538           38            100.00

Private Works -Total 53,806       55,891       15,000       49,346-    1,966      13,682   37,193        53,527       27,123       80,650         43,457    66.37

Other Expenses

Depot Expenses 10,000       6,435         4,023      10,458        9,163          1,295         10,458         -           87.62

Plant Expenses 52,103       52,500       52,500        53,604       2,500         56,104         3,604      95.54

Depreciation 30,000       45,000       45,000        62,517       62,517         17,517    100.00

Refund - Const Council Advances -              -              -               -             -                -           0.00

Other Expenses -Total 92,103       103,935     4,023      107,958      125,284     3,795         129,079       21,121    97.06

1,027,745 920,765     15,000       47,539-    14,824   28,866   931,916      814,546     193,224    1,007,770   75,854    80.83

-               -             -                -           

Net Operating Surplus/(Deficit) after Deprecn 46,094       119,894     1,362          747          10,907-   8,406     119,502      435,819     92,032-       343,787       224,286  

Revenue Expenses - Total
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revised adopted

estimate budget Revised YTD remainder projected further %

2017/18 2018/19 01-07-18 1st Qtr 2nd Qtr 3rd Qtr 4th Qtr Budget 31/05/19 of year for year variance

Capital Income

Sale/Trade in of Plant Assets 15,000       -              -           -          14,091   -              29,091        29,091       -             29,091         -           100.00

Sale of Depot Facilities (Coonamble, Coon'bran) 3,000         -              -          -               -             -                -           0.00

profit on sale of surplus assets (Equipment) 10,000       -              -          -               -             -                -           0.00

Transfer from Plant Reserve 11,174       -              -          -               -             -                -           0.00

Transfer from ELE 55,000       -              -          -               -             -                -           0.00

Capital Income - Total 79,174       15,000                         -   -           -          14,091   -              29,091        29,091       -             29,091         -           100.00

-               -             -                -           0.00

Capital Expenditure -               -             -                -           0.00

Office Equipment 5,000         -               -             -                -           0.00

Minor Building Improvements 4,000         4,000          4,000         4,000           -           0.00

Provision for Depot facility - Coonamble 20,000       20,000        20,000       20,000         -           0.00

New Vehicles - Nett 64,174       41,250       41,250        40,580       670             41,250         -           98.38

Small Plant, Tools, Radios 2,000         3,000         3,000          11,000       11,000         8,000      0.00

Transfer to ELE Reserve 9,399         9,634         9,634          9,634         9,634           -           0.00

Transfer to Plant Reserve 12,614       12,904       12,904        12,904       12,904         -           0.00

220,000    220,000       220,000  0.00

Capital Expenditure - Total 93,187       90,788       90,788        40,580       278,208    90,788         228,000  44.70

-               -             -                0.00

Net Capital Surplus/(Deficit) 14,013-       75,788-       14,091   61,697-        11,489-       (278,208)   61,697-         228,000-  18.62

Total Income 1,153,013 1,055,658 16,362       46,792-    3,917      51,363   -              1,080,508  1,279,456 101,192    1,380,648   300,140  92.67

1,080,508  

Total Expenditure 1,120,933 1,011,553 15,000       47,539-    14,824   28,866   -              1,022,704  855,126     471,432    1,098,558   303,854  77.84

1,022,704  

Net Total Surplus/(Deficit) 32,080       44,106       1,362          747          10,907-   5,685-     -              57,805        424,330     370,240-    282,090       3,714-      

% of Income 2.78            4.18            5.35             20.43

check 32,080       44,106       1,362          747          10,907-   22,497   -              57,805        282,090       3,714-      

-               

Retained Earnings/Asset Reval Res 819,000     863,106     864,468     865,215  854,308 848,623 848,623     876,805      1,101,090   

% retained earning to total inc. 71.03 81.76 81.15          79.752

ELE Reserve 107,819     117,453     117,453      117,453       

Plant Reserve 9,000         21,904       21,904        21,904         

Estimated Budget Results as at 30 June, 2019

Estimated Budget Results for Ten Year Plant - Reserves as at 30 June, 2019

Amendments

CAPITAL BUDGET FOR 2018/19 as at 31 May, 2019

Transfer to Grant Reserve
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ITEM 7.3.  REPORT ON DRAFT OPERATIONAL PLAN AND BUDGET – 

2019/2020 AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION 

 
A late report will be circulated prior to the Meeting.  
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ITEM 7.4.  ORGANISATIONAL ACTION PLAN REVIEW – MAY 2019 
 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:    

 

Summary: 

To review the Organisational Action Plan. 

 

Background: 

In March, 2014 Council adopted a twelve point plan as part of the proposed organisational 

restructure of the County Council. 

 

With the close of the 2016/17 financial year all of those measures had been implemented with 

the finalisation of the appointment of a new Senior Weeds Officer to replace Senior Weeds 

Officer John Unwin who retired on 13 July, 2017 and the repayment on 31 May, 2017 of the 

last $10,000 instalments in respect of the advances made by our constituent Councils in 

2014/15 to fund the restructure. 

 

Current Position: 

As part of the Integrated Planning and Reporting legislation Council should be looking at the 

outcomes achieved from its Business Activity Statement and supporting legislation. Of 

paramount importance is the need to be proactive in the local government reform process and, 

in particular preparing submissions in respect of any proposed local government reforms.  

 

It was also a requirement that all elements of the IP&R supporting legislation be reviewed 

within twelve months of the September, 2016 quadrennial elections and ensure they address 

the requirements of the Biosecurity Act 2015. 

 

During August, 2016 Council commenced putting a new digital information system in place to 

meet the requirements of the new Biosecurity Information System (BIS) and be able to provide 

data for the new state-wide data base. Training for staff has taken longer than expected and is 

still ongoing. 

 

Council is currently finalising direct access to Land Registry Services property data for all five 

constituent council areas. 

 

At its meeting on 27 June, 2016 Council adopted a thirty-point Organisational Action Plan for 

2016/17 and this was updated and progressively implemented during 2016/17, 2017/18 and 

2018/19. It is now planned to continue to update and implement that plan progressively 

throughout 2019/20 and to also review it at each meeting. 

 

Council at its June, 2017 meeting resolved to meet only once a quarter - in March rather than 

February and April, June, August and November rather than October and December, thus being 

able to reduce the number of meetings being held each year from five down to four.  

 

Council also resolved to write to the OLG seeking advice on reducing the number of delegates 

from ten down to five and the possibility of operating under a Section 355 (LGA) committee 



CASTLEREAGH MACQUARIE COUNTY COUNCIL 

Meeting of Council 

To be held at Warren Shire Council Chambers 

on 24 June 2019 

 

32 

 

type structure. Whilst it will be possible to reduce delegate numbers with the concurrence of 

all constituent councils the OLG supports continuing with the current County Council structure. 

 

As a result of the resignation of one of the Coonamble Shire delegates, former Clr Michael 

Webb, the issue of reducing the number of delegates is again being canvassed with constituent 

councils. Coonamble Shire has previously indicated by letter dated 15 February, 2018 that it 

would be agreeable to a reduction in the number of delegates to one with an alternative 

delegate. 

 

This report to the June, 2019 meeting will be the fourth of these reviews for 2018/19 and 

progress in respect of the follow elements has now been identified:  

 

June 

38. Update Draft Budget for 2019/20 and supporting documentation - underway 

39. Community consultation – underway 

40. Commence annual statement preparation - underway 

41. Review ELE reserves - underway 

42. Finalisation of 2019/20 Audit requirements with Auditor General’s Office and 

contract auditors. - completed 

43. Canvassing constituent councils with regards to the reduction of delegate numbers. 

– underway  

44. Contractual arrangements in respect of Hudson pear bioagent breeding facilities at 

Lightning Ridge. - underway 

45. Transfer to reserves in 2018/19 for ongoing projects - underway 

46. Arranging direct access to Land Registry Services property data for all five 

constituent councils. - underway 

 

Any Councillors’ queries can be discussed at the meeting. 

 

Relevant Reference Documents: 

Council’s Operational Plan and Budget for 2018/2019, September, 2018/19 QBRS Statements 

and Long Term Financial Plan 

 

Business Activity Strategic Plan Link: 

The issues identified during the preparation of the 2018/19 Updated Draft Budget for 2018/19 

and supporting documentation 

 

Delivery Plan Link: 

The issues identified during the preparation of the 2018/2019 Operational Plan and Budget are 

linked back to Council’s 2017/2021 Delivery Plan and Business Activity Strategy 

 

Operational Plan/Budget Link: 

The issues identified in 2017/2021 Council’s Delivery Plan and Business Activity Strategy are 

directly linked to the 2018/2019 Operational Plan and Budget provisions 

 

Stakeholders: 

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 

Council Staff 

Constituent Councils 
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Local residents and landholders 

Governance Issues: 

The aim of this report is to acquaint Councillors with the progress being made in respect of the 

many and varied tasks that need to be addressed over each twelve month period. As necessary, 

over the next twelve months, additional items may be added to the action plan. 

 

Additionally, the issue of preparing separate Business/Disaster Recovery Plan and an IT 

Security Plan will be discussed with Council’s auditors to ascertain whether or not these 

requirements are covered by the current contract administrative arrangements. 

 

Environmental Issues: 

Not applicable 

 

Financial Implications: 

Maintaining both Council’s financial viability and ongoing sustainability into the future are 

essential elements. The bleak financial future Council was facing five years ago has been turned 

around to one where a ten year financial plan indicates an increasing level of available funds 

and at the same time sees due provision being made for future liabilities such as ELE and Plant 

Replacement. 

 

Additionally, provision will also need to be made to transfer funds received during 2018/19 for 

ongoing projects and maintenance to cover expenditure in future years. 

 

Legal Issues:  
Council will need to be mindful of any changes in local government legislation that may have 

serious impacts into the future. This particularly relates to changes in the Biosecurity 

Legislation that became effective from 1 July, 2017 and are still in the implementation phase 

in some areas as well as Joint Organisation developments. 

 

Alternatives/Options: 

Not to be aware of ongoing issues or plan for the future 

 

Conclusion: 

As discussed previously, it is to Council’s credit that it has been prepared to take the tough 

decisions to address its recent financial dilemma and turn the financial situation around.  

However, as well as routine operational requirements, there are other issues outside Council’s 

control including the functioning Local Land Services, the implementation and review of the 

new Biosecurity legislation and more possible changes to the NSW Office of Local 

Government’s approach to local government reform that have now come into play.  

 

This report notes the success and progress made in relation to the revised Organisational Action 

Plan which has now been updated for the coming year. 
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Review of Organisational Action Plan – June 2019 

 

Recommendation: 

 

That Council receive and note the General Manager’s report in respect of the progress being 

made in respect of the revised Organisational Action Plan and endorse the action taken so far.   

 

Moved:  

Seconded:   

 

Attachments: 

Organisational Action Plan 
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CASTLEREAGH MACQUARIE COUNTY COUNCIL 

 

ORGANISATIONAL ACTION PLAN – 2018/2019 

 

September 

1. Finalisation of 2017/18 Audit requirements with Auditor General’s Office and 

Victorian based contract auditors RSD Audit - completed 

2. Be proactive in the local government reform process by preparing any necessary 

submissions - completed 

3.  Finalise annual statements of account for 2017/18 - completed 

4. Review and update its WH&S policies and procedures - completed 

5. Review and negotiate Council’s Insurances for 2018/19 - completed 

6. Update Local Control Plans – Priority Weeds - completed 

7. Prepare 2017/18 WAP 1520 return - completed 

8. Prepare Quarterly Budget Review Statements - completed  

 

November (formerly October/December) 

9. Report on the outcomes achieved through the Integrated Planning and Reporting 

legislation to Council from its Business Activity Strategy and supporting legislation 

– underway 

10. All the elements of the IP&R supporting legislation be reviewed as required to 

ensure they address the current requirements - underway 

11. Review Councillors ‘remuneration -  completed 

12. Review its salary system, work practices and costing documentation - underway 

13. Update all policies and procedures - underway 

14. Prepare Quarterly Budget Review Statements - completed 

15. Follow up review of Councillor Numbers and Committee Structure - underway 

16.  Auditor’s presentation to November, 2018 meeting and annual statements table for 

adoption - underway 

17. Re-negotiate property leases with constituent councils where appropriate - 

underway 

18. Conduct both WH&S and Award Consultative Committee meetings - completed 

19. Provide the support for secretariat for the Hudson pear Taskforce if required - 

underway 

20. Run a series of weeds eradication programmes based on seasonal conditions - 

underway 

21. Improve communication with state agencies and other stakeholders - ongoing 

22. Prepare Quarterly Budget Review Statements -  completed 

23. Review Staffing Structure - underway 

24. Prepare annual report for 2017/18 - underway 

25. Prepare Business/Disaster Recovery Plan (AG) due 31 December 
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26. Prepare IT Security Policy (AG) due 31 December 

 

March (formerly February/April) 

27. Monitor insurance cover and ensure all risks are reasonably addressed - ongoing 

28. Provide regular feedback to constituent councils through the distribution of agendas 

and minutes - ongoing 

29. Maintain an up to date website and records system - ongoing 

30. Prepare Quarterly Budget Review Statements - completed 

31. Research grant funding opportunities - ongoing 

32. Provide regular feedback to constituent Councils through the distribution of 

agendas and minutes - ongoing 

33. Prepare Draft Budget for 2019/20 and supporting documentation - completed  

34. Advertise draft estimates - underway 

35. Review the General Manager’s appointment - underway 

36. Review the administrative support function at present provided through Walgett 

Shire - underway 

37. Investigate early close – 2018/19 Financial Accounts – underway 

 

June 

38. Update Draft Budget for 2019/20 and supporting documentation 

39. Community consultation 

40. Commence annual statement preparation 

41. Review ELE reserves 

42. Finalisation of 2019/20 Audit requirements with Auditor General’s Office and 

contract auditors  

43. Canvassing constituent Councils with regards reduction of delegate numbers.  

44. Contractual arrangements in respect of Hudson pear bioagent breeding facilities at 

Lightning Ridge. 

45. Transfer to reserves in 2018/19 for ongoing projects. 

46. Arranging direct access to Land Registry Services property data for all five 

constituent councils 
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ITEM 7.5.  ADOPTION OF REVISED CODES OF CONDUCT -

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES AND MEETING PRACTICE 
 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:    

 

Summary: 

To review Council’s Model Codes of Conduct/Administrative Procedures and Meeting 

Practice to adopt new regulatory changes 

 

Background: 

This matter was raised at Council’s March, 2019 meeting when Council resolved to endorse 

action being taken to undertake a comprehensive review of the codes in question.  

 

Two Office of Local Government Circulars, both circulated on 18 December, 2018, address 

the issues involved. 

 

Circular 18/44 refers to the new Model Code of Conduct/Administrative Procedures for NSW 

Councils and Circular 18/45 refers to amendments to the Model Code of Meeting Practice. 

 

Council’s current Codes remain valid until they are updated.  

 

Councils have six months from the date of prescription (14 December, 2018) to adopt a code 

of conduct and procedures based on the prescribed Model Code of Conduct and Procedures. 

 

Similarly, Councils will have six months from the date of prescription (14 December, 2018) to 

adopt a new code of meeting Practice based on the prescribed Model Code of Meeting Practice 

 

Both Codes are now prescribed under the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005. 

 

Current Position: 

A summary of the changes to the two Codes is set out below: 

 

1. Code of Conduct/Administration Procedures for the new Code – OLG Circular 18/44 

 

 The new Code and Administration Procedures have now been prescribed under 

the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 

 Provisions governing the use of social media in the previous version of the 

model code have now been removed but council may adopt this provision as a 

supplementary provision if they choose to do so. 

 Councils have six months from 14 December, 2018 to adopt a new code based 

on the prescribed Model and Procedures 

 Transitional arrangements will apply 

 Councils’ complaint coordinators should bring the circular to the attention of 

their council’s conduct reviewers and advise the conduct reviewers when a new 

Code and Procedures have been adopted. 
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 Councils should review their existing panels of conduct reviewers and 

determine whether to appoint a new panel using the EOI process prescribed 

under the new Procedures. Councils may appoint shared panels with other 

councils 

 Other Key Points are set out in OLG Circular 18/44 

 

2. Code of Meeting Practice – OLG Circular 18/45 

 

 The new Code of Meeting Practice has now been prescribed under the Local 

Government (General) Regulation 2005 and the previous meeting provisions in 

the Regulations have been repealed 

 The Model Code has two elements – mandatory provisions that reflect the 

existing meetings provisions and updates to reflect contemporary meeting 

practice and – non-mandatory provisions that cover areas where there may be a 

need to vary practices based on local circumstances. These non-mandatory 

provisions operate to set a benchmark as to what the OLG sees as being best 

practice for the relevant area of practice. 

 The Model Code applies to the board of joint organisations and county councils 

 Councils must adopt a code of meeting practice that incorporates the mandatory 

provisions prescribed under the Model Code and must not be inconsistent with 

the mandatory provisions. 

 Council’s adopted meeting code may incorporate the non-mandatory provisions 

of the Model Code and any other supplementary provisions adopted by the 

council 

 Councils and committees of council where all the members are councillors must 

conduct their meetings in accordance with the code of meeting practice adopted 

by council. 

 Other key points are set out in OLG Circular 18/45 

 

The revised Draft Code takes into account all mandatory elements and appropriate non-

mandatory elements based on the existing code determinations. 

 

Council will need to seek advice from the OLG with regards to the need to webcast County 

Council meetings from 14 December, 2019.  The webcasting requirement may be met simply 

by posting an audio or video recording of the meeting on Council’s website. 

 

Relevant Reference Documents: 

Draft revised Code of Conduct and Administrative Procedures 

Draft revised Code of Meeting Practice 

 

Governance Issues: 

Draft Codes of Conduct/Administrative Procedures and Meeting Practices have been prepared 

and place on Council’s website and advertised in the local press on Wednesday 1 May, 2019. 

The proposed amendments were advertised for 28 days and submissions invited from the 

general public closing 42 days after the first notice was published. 
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As at Thursday 12 June, 2019 no submissions had been lodged, it is now appropriate for 

Council to proceed with the adoption of the Draft Codes of Conduct/Administrative Procedures 

and Meeting Practices. 

 

It will be necessary to appoint a Complaints Coordinator and a panel of Conduct Reviewers 

once the Code of Conduct/Administrative Procedures has been adopted by Council.  

 

Environmental issues: 

Nothing identified at this stage 

 

Stakeholders: 

Constituent Councils 

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council  

Local residents 

State/Federal Agencies 

 

Financial Implications: 

Any advertising costs were met from existing budget allocations. 

 

Legal Issues: 

No issues have been raised 

 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 

Not applicable 

 

Conclusion: 

It is now appropriate for Council to proceed with the adoption of the Model Code of Meeting 

Practice and Model Code of Conduct/Administrative Procedures as required by OLG Circulars 

18/44 and 18/45. 

 

Adoption of Revised Model Codes of Conduct/Administrative Procedures and Meeting 

Practice  

 

Recommendation: 

 

That the General Managers report be received and noted and that as no submissions were 

received during the advertised period from 1 May, 2019 to 12 June, 2019 Council now adopt 

the Model Code of Meeting Practice and Model Code of Conduct/Administrative Procedures 

as required by OLG Circulars 18/44 and 18/45. 

 

Moved:  

Seconded:   

 

Attachments: 

Attachment A - OLG Circulars 18/44 and 18/45 

  

Attachment B - Draft Revised Code of Conduct/Administrative Procedures and Draft Revised 

Code of Meeting Practice circulated under separate cover 
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Attachment A - OLG Circulars 18/44 and 18/45 
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ITEM 7.6.  REVIEW OF INVESTMENT POLICY AND PROCEDURES 

TRANSFER OF FUNDS TO RESERVES 
 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:    

 

Summary: 

To review Council’s Investment Policy and Procedures and authorise the transfer of funds to 

reserve. 

 

Background: 

Council’s current approach to dealing with surplus funds has been to either hold them in our 

cheque account or invest them in Interest Bearing Deposits. This approach has been reasonably 

effective having regard to the relatively low level of funds Council has traditionally been 

holding over the years. 

 

However, in view of the increasing level of surplus funds now being held, at Council’s meeting 

on 25 March, 2019 it was resolved as follows: 

 

03/19/8 Resolved:  
 

1. That Council receive and note the General Manager’s report, review its Investments Policy 

and delegate authority to the General Manager to place any surplus funds in a cash backed 

General Reserve or other Reserves at the most effective rate be it cheque account, a daily at 

call account or interest-bearing deposits. 

2. That any such investments be in accord with the Office of Local Government Guidelines. 

Moved: Clr Peart 

Seconded: Clr Webb 

                                                                                                                                          Carried 

 

As at the end of May, 2019 Council’s current account balance stands at $949,966 and the 

average monthly balance since September, 2018 has stood in excess of $500K. 

 

Because of the downturn in interest rates, Council’s cheque account is only attracting an 

interest rate of 0.90%. The interest-bearing deposits for the Employees Leave Entitlements 

Reserve and the Plant Reserve are attracting above 2%. 

 

Current Position: 

Council is now in the process of establishing an “at call” deposit where it is believed the daily 

rate would be at least 1.3%.  

 

Any interest-bearing deposits under $500K will attract in order of 1.5/2.5% and those over 

$500K would attract a rate in the order of 2/3% or better depending on the size of the deposit 

 

Council should also consider placing any current surplus funds into a General Reserve which 

could be broken down into the following sub categories: 

 Employees’ Leave Entitlements Reserve 
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 Plant Replacement Reserve  

 Unspent Grants Reserve 

 Buildings/Office Equipment Reserve 

 

and invest the funds in the General Reserve at the most effective rates able to be negotiated 

from time to time for various sized deposits. Interest earned should then be apportioned across 

the sub categories on a pro rata basis based on the time and amount invested. 

 

Accordingly, as a preliminary step in this direction it has been necessary to revise Council’s 

Investment Policy and Procedures to bring it into line with the requirements of current 

legislation including OLG Circulars, Ministerial Orders, OLG Investment Policy Guidelines 

and various Australian Accounting Standards. 

 

A draft revised Investment Policy and Procedures – June 2019 has now been prepared and has 

been circulated under separate cover.   

 

The key elements of the revised policy centre on the inclusion of a number of essential 

provisions such as Prohibited Investments, Risk Management Guidelines, Market/Credit Risk, 

Liquidity Risk and process to be followed on investment maturity. Provision has also been 

made in respect of the contents of the Financial Investment Folder and the format for the 

keeping of the Investments Register 

 

Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 

Draft Investment Policy and Procedures – June, 2019 

Local Government Act (1993) – Sections 12, 413 and 625 

Local Government Act (1993) – Revised Ministerial Investment Order - 12 January, 2011 

Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 – Clause 212 

Australian Accounting Standards issued by the Australian Accounting Standards Board 

Trustees Act (NSW) 1925 – Section 14 

NSW OLG Investment Policy Guidelines – May, 2010 

Local Government Code of Accounting Practice and Financial Reporting – update – 29 March, 

2019. 

OLG Investment Circulars including Circulars 06/70, 08/48, 09/20, 10/11 and 11/01 

 

Governance Issues: 

Full disclosure and transparency in activities relating to investment of surplus funds is a 

requirement of the Local Government Act 1993 and the Local Government (General) 

Regulation 2005. 

 

This includes a certificate from the Responsible Accounting Officer in accordance with Section 

625 of the Local Government Act 1993, Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) 

Regulation Act 2005, Ministerial Investments Order of 12 January, 2011 and Council’s 

Investment and Procedures Policy, June, 2019.  

 

Environmental issues: 

There have been no environmental issues identified at this stage. 
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Stakeholders: 

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 

Constituent councils 

County Council Landholders and Residents 

 

Financial Implications: 

Council has an obligation to maximise the return from surplus funds it is holding from time to 

time and the revised policy is aimed at making investment far more efficient with greater 

returns being earned by monitoring the variations in interest rates being attracted by 

short/longer term investments and the size of investments being held. 

 

Legal Issues: 

Any investments must follow the requirements of Council’s Investments Policy and 

Procedures. 

 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 

Not Applicable 

 

Conclusion: 

It is now appropriate that Council  note the General Manager’s Report, adopt the revised 

Investments Policy and Procedures and delegate authority to the General Manager to place any 

surplus funds in a cash backed General Reserve or sub reserves at the most effective rate be it 

the cheque account, daily at call account or interest bearing deposits. 

 

Review of Investments Policy and Procedure – Transfer of Funds to Reserves 

 

Recommendation: 

 

That Council  receive and note the General Manager’s Report, adopt the revised Investments 

Policy and Procedures 2019 and delegate authority to the General Manager to place any surplus 

funds in a cash backed General Reserve or other reserves at the most effective rate of interest 

be it the cheque account, daily at call account or interest bearing deposits. 

 

Moved:  

Seconded:   

 

Attachments:  

Revised Investment Policy and Procedures – June, 2019 has been circulated under separate 

cover 
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ITEM 7.7. LIGHTNING RIDGE, QUANDA AND BARADINE - 

RESEARCH COLLABORATION SUBCONTRACT 
 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:    

 

Summary: 

To endorse the action taken to negotiate a Research Collaboration Subcontract for the 

administration of funds for (1) the construction of a Hudson pear biocontrol mass-rearing 

facility at Lightning Ridge and (2) the surveillance and management of Hudson pear at Quanda 

and Baradine. 

  

Background: 

Council has negotiated a Research Collaboration Subcontract for the administration of funds 

for (1) the construction of a Hudson pear biocontrol mass rearing facility at Lightning Ridge 

and (2) the surveillance and management of Hudson pear at Quanda and Baradine. Funds 

provided for the construction of the Lightning Ridge Hudson pear biocontrol mass-rearing 

facility amount to $200,000 and the surveillance and management of Hudson pear at Quanda 

and Baradine total $50,000. 

 

Current Position: 

A lease is being negotiated with the Lightning Ridge Opal Reserve Committee for the old 

nursery premises on Nine Mile Road, Lightning Ridge which is the site of a number of 

buildings which were formerly used as storage facilities and accommodation by the then 

operators. 

 

A Development Application to erect a green house and poly tunnels and use the existing 

buildings as a depot and caretaker facility is currently awaiting Crown Land Owner’s consent 

before being lodged. At this stage it appears that the Owner’s consent part of the Development 

Application will be signed in the Dubbo office of Crown Lands within the next week or so. 

The Development Application will then be lodged immediately and should be turned around 

as soon as possible to allow construction to commence 

 

The surveillance and management of Hudson pear at Quanda and Baradine has already 

commenced. Details of a recent Hudson pear workshop held at Quanda on 26 March, 2019 are 

included in the meeting report in the Matters for Brief Mention section of this Agenda. 

 

Relevant Reference Documents: 

Department of Primary Industries contract documentation will be tabled at the meeting. 

 

Business Activity Strategic Plan Link: 

Council’s 2017/2027 Delivery Plan and Business Activity Strategy 

 

Delivery Plan Link: 

Council’s 2017/2021 Delivery Plan and Business Activity Strategy 
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Operational Plan/Budget Link: 

2019/2020 Operational Plan and Budget provisions 

 

Stakeholders: 

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 

Constituent Councils 

County residents and ratepayers 

Local Land Services (North West and Central West) 

Department of Primary Industries 

Lightning Ridge Opal Reserve Committee 

 

Governance Issues: 

Council needs to ensure appropriate corporate governance is complied with in respect of the 

various negotiations that will form part of this project including such aspects purchasing of 

goods and services in accordance with applicable policies and procedures. 

 

Environmental Issues: 

There may be some environmental issues surrounding the storage of chemicals on the site. 

 

Financial Implications: 

Provision has been made in the 2018/19 May QBRS to bring the grant for this project of 

$250,000 to account but it is estimated that the majority of the funding involved will be carried 

forward to 2019/20. 

 

The milestones for the project which align with the Head Subcontract Agreement are set out in 

the following Table:  

 

The above milestones will need to be revised once the Development Application is approved 

allowing construction work to commence in earnest. 

 

The fee for the three-year lease from the Lightning Ridge Opal Reserve is $100 per week 

subject to CPI adjustments and payment of any rates and other charges applicable. 

 

The rental accommodation for the caretaker’s lease has yet to be determined as there is to be a 

caretaking/maintenance element to be carried out in the employee’s own time. 

 

Legal Issues: 

The project has required the negotiation of the Research Collaboration Subcontract with the 

Department of Primary Industries and a lease agreement with the Lightning Ridge Opal 

Reserve Committee.  A rental lease agreement will also be required in respect of the on-site 

caretaker accommodation. 

 

Alternatives/Options: 

Not negotiate appropriate subcontract, site lease and rental accommodation documentation but 

to operate with informal arrangements may cause problems in the future. 

 

Conclusion: 

That Council formally endorse action taken to date in respect of the DPI Research and 

Collaboration Subcontract in the sum of $250,000 (Ex GST) and the three year lease of the site 
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on the Nine Mile Road at Lightning Ridge from the Lightning Ridge Opal Committee in the 

Sum of $100 per week, subject to CPI adjustments and the rental agreement for the 

Depot/Caretaker’s residence be left in the hands of the General Manager to formalise. 

 

CMCC – Lightning Ridge, Quanda and Baradine – Research Collaboration Contract 

 

Recommendation: 

 

That the General Managers report be received and noted and Council formally accept the grant 

and endorse the action taken to date in respect of the DPI Research and Collaboration 

Subcontract in the sum of $250,000 (Ex GST) and the three year lease of the site on the Nine 

Mile Road at Lightning Ridge from the Lightning Ridge Opal Committee in the Sum of $100 

per week, subject to CPI adjustments and the rental agreement for the Depot/Caretaker’s 

residence be left in the hands of the General Manager to formalise. 

 

Moved:  

Seconded:   

 

Attachments: 

Attachment A - Milestone Report 

 

Plans and cost estimates will be tabled at the meeting 
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Attachment A - Milestone Report
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ITEM 7.8.  ITEMS FOR BRIEF MENTION OR INFORMATION ONLY – 

JUNE 2019 
 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 

AUTHOR:    Don Ramsland – General Manager 

FILE NUMBER:    

 
Summary: 

The following matters are listed for brief mention or information only. 

 

1. Hudson pear Taskforce Minutes: 

The minutes of Hudson pear Taskforce meeting held on 7 March, 2019 will be tabled 

at the meeting. The next Taskforce meeting has been scheduled for Tuesday 6 August, 

2019 at the Lightning Ridge Bowling Club. 

 

2. End of Year Accounting Process - Contract Auditors  

Contact has been made with Council’s new contract Auditors Hill Rogers. An interim 

audit was conducted mid-May and plans are in place for the Annual Statements for 

2018/19 to be completed and ready for audit in early August, 2019. It is likely that the 

CMCC audit will not be undertaken until early September, 2019 when the audits of a 

number of local Councils will be undertaken at the same time. 

 

3. Central West Regional Weeds Committee Minutes 

The minutes of Central West Regional Weeds Committee meetings held on 5 March, 

2019 and 28 May, 2019 respectively are attached for information. 

 

4. Hudson pear Workshop – Quanda/Baradine 

The minutes of the Hudson pear Worksop held at Quanda on 26 March, 2019 are 

attached for information. 

 

5. North West Regional Weeds Committee Minutes 

The minutes of North West Regional Weeds Committee meeting held on 9 May 2019 

at Quirindi will be tabled at the meeting. 

 

6. 2019 Bluett Award Nominations 

Nominations for the 2019 Bluett Awards will open shortly and it would be worth 

Council submitting an entry for consideration in the County Council section, time 

permitting. 

 

7. Review of Policies and Procedures 

A review of all Council’s Policies and Procedures is underway and should be completed 

during July, 2019. 

 

8. Third Parties Declaration Policy/Declaration/Consent Forms 

Copy of Council’s Third Parties Declaration Policy and declaration/consent forms for 

the returns due 15 January and 15 June respectively were forwarded to all Councillors 

on Friday 14 June, 2019.  It would be appreciated if Councillors could hand in the 
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completed forms at the June meeting unless they have been completed and returned 

prior to the meeting. 

 

9. WH&S Issue – Location of Remote Workers in Emergency Situations 

An order has been placed with Haddtrack, Tamworth for the supply of seven vehicle 

tracking devices which will allow Council to monitor the whereabouts of employees 

working alone in the event of an emergency. The units cost $1,490 each and will be 

serviced by satellite connections. 

 

10. Insurance Renewals  

Council is currently reviewing its insurance portfolio with a view to renewing our 

existing coverage from 1 July, 2019 

 

11. Local Government Circulars 

Attention is drawn to the following attached Office of Local Government Circulars: 

 

1. 19/01 NSW Parking Fine – Grace Period Provisions 

 

2. 19/02 IPART review of the cost of conducting local government elections 

 

3. 19/03 2018-19 and 2019-20 Joint Organisation Calendar of Compliance and     

Reporting Requirements 

 

4. 19/04 Final Code of Accounting Practice and Financial Reporting (Update 27) 

including Joint Organisations Supplement 

 

5. 19/05 Information about Rating 2019-20 

 

6. 19/06 Changes to emergency services funding arrangements 

 

7. 19/07 Determination of the Local Government Remuneration Tribunal 

 

8. 19/08 Consultation on revised IPC Guideline 1 - Returns of Interests 

 

9. 19/09 Increase to companion animal registration fees in line with CPI 

 

10. 19/10 Consultation on webcasting guidelines 

 

12. Resignation – Clr Michael Webb 

Coonamble Shire Council has advised that Clr Michael Webb has resigned as a 

Councillor with Coonamble Shire.  The Acting General Manager requested advice as 

to whether or not Council should be nominating an additional delegate to the CMCC.  

I enclose a copy of a letter from Coonamble Shire advising that they would be happy 

to reduce their delegate to one member with an alternate nominee should their delegate 

not be available for a scheduled meeting.  Also attached is the response from the OLG 

in respect of a previous approach to reduce Councillor Numbers. 

 

Council’s direction is sought as to whether or not to request Coonamble Shire to 

nominate a replacement for Clr Webb. Now might also be the appropriate time to 
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canvas constituent councils to reduce the number of delegates to one and an alternate 

following the 2020 Quadrennial election. 

 

13. Access to Property Ownership/UID Assessment Details and Mapping Layers 

As advised previously, Council has accessed comprehensive mapping details for all 

five constituent Councils from Spatial Services at Bathurst. 

We have now received confirmation that the Land Registry Services in Sydney will 

provide us with the property ownership/UID Assessment details that we require to send 

property inspection notices out to landholders following site inspections. 

  

Land Registry Services are currently in the process of setting up the information 

Council requires and we should have full access of the information for all five 

constituent councils by the end of next week. 

 

Matters for Brief Mention or Information Only 

 

Recommendation: 

 

That the above issues for brief mention or information only as detailed in the General 

Manager’s report to the June, 2019 meeting be received and noted and Council determine what 

further action, if any, should be taken in respect of the matters listed. 

 

Moved:  

Seconded:   

 

Attachments: 

Attachment A - Central West Regional Weeds Committee Minutes – 5th March and 28th May 

2019 

 

Attachment B – Hudson pear Workshop Minutes – 26th March 2019 

 

Attachment C – OLG Circular 19/04 - Final Code of Accounting Practice and Financial 

Reporting (Update 27) including Joint Organisations Supplement 

 

Attachment D – OLG Circular 19/07 - Determination of the Local Government Remuneration 

Tribunal 

 

Attachment E – OLG Circular 19/08 - Consultation on revised IPC Guideline 1 - Returns of 

Interests 

 

Attachment F – OLG Circular 19/10 - Consultation on webcasting guidelines 

 

Attachment G – Letter dated 15/02/2018 – Coonamble Shire Council – Reduce Councillor 

Numbers 

 

Attachment H – Letter received 14/12/2017 – Office of Local Government – Governance 

Arrangements 
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Attachment A - Central West Regional Weeds Committee Minutes – 5th March and 28th May 

2019 
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Attachment B – Hudson pear Workshop Minutes – 26th March 2019 
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Attachment C – OLG Circular 19/04 - Final Code of Accounting Practice and Financial 

Reporting (Update 27) including Joint Organisations Supplement 
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Attachment D – OLG Circular 19/07 - Determination of the Local Government Remuneration 

Tribunal 
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Attachment E – OLG Circular 19/08 - Consultation on revised IPC Guideline 1 - Returns of 

Interests 
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Attachment F – OLG Circular 19/10 - Consultation on webcasting guidelines 
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Attachment G – Letter dated 15/02/2018 – Coonamble Shire Council – Reduce Councillor 

Numbers 
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Attachment H – Letter received 14/12/2017 – Office of Local Government – Governance 

Arrangements 
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ITEM 8.1.  SENIOR BIOSECURITY OFFICER’S REPORT 
 
Despite the ongoing drought 620 

inspections have been conducted 

this quarter covering 186646 

HA.  
Species of infestations found: 

African Boxthorn, Blackberry, 

Balloon Vine, Bridal Creeper, 

Bathurst Burr, Blue Heliotrope, 

Boxing Glove, Green Cestrum, 

Hudson Pear, Harissia cactus, Jumping Cholla, Mimosa Bush, Madeira 

Vine, Mesquite, Noogoora Burr, Parthenium, Rope Pear, Snake 

Cactus, Silverleaf Nightshade, Tiger Pear and Velvety Tree Pear.  

During inspections we have been also focussing on properties that may 

have bought fodder. This has not always been welcomed at some properties however it is our 

Biosecurity duty. Possible weeds of concern are Annual Ryegrass, Bedstraw, Bifora, Black Knapweed, 

Branched Broomrape, Cape Tulips, Fireweed, Gamba Grass, Grader Grass, Tropical Soda Apple, Wild 

Radish and Parthenium Weed. 

Parthenium Weed has been found in the Walgett shire, 30km North of Carinda. The roadside infestation 

had approximately 50 mature plants spread over 50 meters. (Latitude -30.247407/longitude 

147.881740) The Parthenium infestation found in Lightning Ridge last November germinated again 

this year after rain. Two plants were also found at the Hebel Wash down bay. All sites are continually 

monitored.  

 

(Parthenium photos - Mathew Savage) 
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The Serrated Tussock infestation has been monitored in the Warrumbungle Shire. In conjunction with 

Local Land Services we are planning to hold a small field day on the site of infestation to assist 

landowners with identification and information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Photo - Andrea Fletcher) 

Biosecurity Property Inspection Notices are being sent out and attracting prompt attention. 

There is still a lot of misconception from the communities and landowners regarding who is responsible 

for controlling weeds. CMCC is responsible for controlling roadsides. Rural and residential owners are 

responsible for their land, as is Crown, Opal Reserves, Local Land Services, rail and other Council 

lands responsible for their land.  

Given the recent new incursions of Hudson pear in Baradine and The Pilliga, CMCC attended the 

Baradine Show in March conducting education and awareness. It is alarming how many comments refer 

back to Prickly Pear or Tiger Pear when the word “Hudson pear” is mentioned. We had a Hudson pear 

plant displayed (in a perspex cage) to demonstrate identification. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other shows attended for education and awareness include the Coonabarabran, Gilgandra, Coonamble, 

Warren and Dunedoo shows. We always receive positive outcomes attending these shows. Landowners 
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and members of the community always take the opportunity to come and report a weed or confidentially 

dob in a neighbour.   

On the 26 March, in conjunction with Jodie Lawler, Project Coordinator for Local Land Services and 

Phillip Blackmore, Invasive Species Officer for DPI, we held a Hudson pear meeting in Coonamble. A 

site tour at Quanda 5 ways was conducted before the meeting. 

We had 20 attendees and one apology. Attendees were from National Parks, Central West Local Land 

Services, Coonamble Shire, Crown Lands, Warrumbungle Shire and private landowners. This was a 

very positive outcome. From this meeting a Hudson pear Taskforce has been established and will be 

coordinated by Local Land Services. CMCC has received $50,000 from DPI previously and an 

additional $30,000 from LLS. (Coonamble Times published details of the meeting) 

A Macquarie Valley Weeds Committee meeting was held in Lightning Ridge on Monday 13 May. We 

conducted a site tour at the Hudson Pear release sites in Cumborah and Grawin. Andrew McConnachie 

also gave a presentation at the Grawin. On Tuesday 14th March at the Lightning Ridge Bowling Club 

we attended a Mental Health Session before the Committee meeting and after attended an SOS meeting 

(Stop off-target spraying) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hudson pear Bio Mass Rearing Facility is well in progress. This will be the first establishment of its 

kind in Australia. In addition to the $200,000 from DPI $90,000 has been offered to CMCC to employ 

a person 3 days per week over 3 years for the day to day running and data collection of the facility. We 

are hoping to have our first releases from the facility come end of September / early November. 
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Senior Weeds Officer Report 

 

Recommendation: 

 

That Council receive and note the Senior Weeds Officer report.  

 

Moved:  

Seconded:   
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ITEM 8.2.  BIOSECURITY OFFICER’S REPORT 

 
This report will be tabled at the Meeting.  
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ITEM 8.3.  CONTENTIOUS ISSUE: USE OF GLYPHOSATE IN LAND 

MANAGEMENT 

 
Hello everyone 

Not sure if you are aware that ISJO auspices the Illawarra District Weeds Authority – where 

three of our member councils contribute to the Authority undertaking weed control on their 

behalf.   

  

About 10 days ago the Authority announced its intention to treat 5 targeted sites across the 

Illawarra to manage bitou bush infestations in inaccessible areas by aerial spraying, with some 

of the sites being treated with RoundUp and others another herbicide called Brush-off.  When 

the media published the story just before the June long weekend social media went into 

overdrive – the community are very concerned about the use of RoundUp (ie Glyphosate) and 

the potential impacts to their health and the environment. 

  

As a result, our Board made the decision last Friday to pause the planned program and engage 

an independent specialist to review the use of herbicides such as glyphosate in aerial 

spraying.  While you may not have weeds management in your remit, I’m touching base to see 

if any of your member councils are grappling with whether to use RoundUp or not.   

  

Before we start the process of an external review, are any of your member councils interested 

in being part of this process too? 

  

Leanne 
  

  
Illawarra Shoalhaven Joint Organisation (ISJO): leading regional collaboration and advocacy across the 

Illawarra/Shoalhaven region. 

 
 

http://illawarrajointorganisation.nsw.gov.au/homepage

