
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA FOR  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

 

Monday 26th April 2021 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to clause 7 of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice 
that the Council Meeting of Castlereagh Macquarie County Council will be held at the 
Coonamble Shire Council Chambers on 26th April 2021 commencing at 10.00am to 
discuss the items listed in the Agenda. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Urquhart 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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1. OPENING OF MEETING 
 

Time:  am 

 
2. LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 

Leave of Absence 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the leave of absence received from      are accepted 
and a leave of absence granted. 
 
Moved:   
Seconded:  
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3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 

Councillors and senior staff are reminded of their obligation to declare their interest in any matters 

listed before them.  

In considering your interest you are reminded to include pecuniary, non-pecuniary and conflicts of 

interest as well as any other interest you perceive or may be perceived of you.  

Councillors may declare an interest at the commencement of the meeting, or alternatively at any 

time during the meeting should any issue progress or arise that would warrant a declaration.  

Councillors must state their reasons in declaring any type of interest.  

Councillor Item No. Pecuniary/Non-
Pecuniary 

Reason 
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4. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES/MATTERS ARISING 
 
4.1 MINUTES OF ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD 4TH MARCH 2021 
 

Minutes of Ordinary Council Meeting – 4th March 2021 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the minutes of the ordinary Council meeting held 4th March 2021, having been circulated be 
confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachments: 
Meeting Minutes – 4th March 2021 
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5. REPORT OF THE GENERAL MANAGER  
 
ITEM 5.1 CASH AND INVESTMENT REPORTS FOR 28TH FEBRUARY AND 31ST 
MARCH 2021 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart  

 
Summary: 
This report provides a summary and analysis of Council’s cash and investments for the period 
ending 28th February and 31st March 2021. 
 
Background: 
The investment portfolio consists of bank accounts and fixed rate interest bearing deposits. The 
portfolio is regularly reviewed in order to maximise investment performance and minimise risk. 
Council's investment portfolio is not subject to share market volatility. 
 
Comparisons are regularly made between existing investments with available products that are not 
part of Council's portfolio, but that meet Council’s policy guidelines. 
 
All investments at 28th February and 31st March 2021 are compliant with the Relevant Reference 
Documents and Policies listed later in this report. 

 
Current Position: 
Council at 31st March 2021 held a total of $120,876.61 in on-call and interest bearing deposits with 
financial institutions within Australia. All investments are held with approved deposit taking institutions 
with a short term rating A-2(A2)/BBB or higher. Council does not have any exposure to unrated 
institutions. 
 

28th February 2021 

Investment Number Date 
invested 

Amount 

$ 

Lodged 

With 

Rate 
% per 
annu

m 

Term Due Date 

PART472250081929 

ELE Reserve 

07/11/2020 61,381.61 CBA 0.45 6 
months 

07/05/2021 

PART 472250081929 
Plant 

07/11/2020 22,227.00 CBA 0.45 6 
months 

07/05/2021 

PART472250081929 

Building Reserve 

07/11/2020 20,000.00 CBA 0.45 6 
months 

07/05/2021 

PART 472250081929 
Investment Reserve 

07/11/2020 17,268.00 CBA 0.45 6 
months 

07/05/2021 

General Fund Bank 
Account Balance  

28/02/2021 1,392,803.84 CBA   N/A 

TOTAL  $1,513,680.45     
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31st March 2021 

Investment Number Date 
invested 

Amount 

$ 

Lodged 

With 

Rate 
% per 
annu

m 

Term Due Date 

PART472250081929 

ELE Reserve 

07/11/2020 61,381.61 CBA 0.45 6 
months 

07/05/2021 

PART 472250081929 
Plant 

07/11/2020 22,227.00 CBA 0.45 6 
months 

07/05/2021 

PART472250081929 

Building Reserve 

07/11/2020 20,000.00 CBA 0.45 6 
months 

07/05/2021 

PART 472250081929 
Investment Reserve 

07/11/2020 17,268.00 CBA 0.45 6 
months 

07/05/2021 

General Fund Bank 
Account Balance  

31/03/2021 1,227,437.26 CBA   N/A 

TOTAL  $1,348,313.87     

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Local Government Act (NSW), 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
Ministerial Investment Order 5th January 2016 
Investment Policy (Revised and adopted in June 2019) 

Governance issues: 

Nil 

 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
As per report 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 
Constituent Councils 
Residents of Constituent Councils 
Financial Institutions 
 
Conclusion: 

As at 31st March 2021, Council’s available cash and invested funds totalled $1,533,589.10. 
 
Cash and Investment Reports – 28th February and 31st March 2021 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the investment report for 28th February and 31st March 2021 be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
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ITEM 5.2 CIRCULARS RECEIVED FROM THE NSW OFFICE OF LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   

Summary: 
Copies of circulars received from the Local Government Office Department of Premier and Cabinet 
are attached for Councillors information. Circulars are emailed to Councillors when published from 
LGNSW. 

 
Background: 
The General Manager has flagged the following circulars as requiring the particular attention of 
Councillors: 
21-01 Transitioning back to in-person council and committee meetings and consultation on proposed 
changes allowing remote attendance at meetings 
21-02 Temporary exemption from the requirement for councillors to attend meetings in person 
 
Governance Issues: 
All circulars have Governance implications. Where necessary the subject of particular circulars will be 
raised in following reports. 
 
Stakeholders:  
Councillors 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
Obviously some circulars will have a financial impact and where this is the case, Councillors particular 
attention will be drawn to them. 
 
Conclusion: 
Council will need to comply with the various requirements set out in the circulars. 
 

Circulars Received From the NSW Office of Local Government  

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the information contained in the following Departmental circulars 21-01 to 21-02 from the Local 
Government Division Department of Premier and Cabinet be received and noted.  
 
Moved:   
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachments:  
Circulars 
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17 
 

 
 



18 
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ITEM 5.3 QUARTERLY BUDGET REVIEW STATEMENT – 31st MARCH 2021 
 
REPORTING SECTION:       General Manager 
AUTHOR:  Michael Urquhart 
FILE NUMBER:    

 
Summary: 
The General Manager reports to Council on the status of the March 2021 Quarterly Budget Review 
(QBR) Statement.  The report outlines the third quarter operations against the adopted 2020/2021 
budget estimates, with income and expenditure variations made because of actual differences or 
known trends. 
 
Background: 
The Quarterly Budget Review document is a statutory requirement under the Local Government 

(General) Regulations 2005, Part 9, Division 3, Section 203 and is an essential aspect of Council's 

financial management. A budget review is to be prepared and submitted to Council not later than two 

months after the end of each quarter.  

Current Position: 
The current position is detailed in the attached Quarter 3 (period ending 31st March 2021) Quarterly 
Budget Review Statement report.  
 
Generally the majority of income and expenditure estimates for 2020/2021 are on track, however 
there is a large number of major variations brought to account in the attached report because of 
current expenditure trends, new grant projects, or the availability of known actual figures. 
 
Council’s operations after capital expenditures and transfers to and from reserves has recorded a 
quarterly cash deficit of $1,011 which increases the forecast end of year result to a cash deficit of 
$5,137.  
 
The major variations for the March 2021 quarter are listed below. 

Description Explanation Saving Expense 

Plant Income Plant income adjusted to equal the 
distribution of plant expenditure 

0 26,433 

Superannuation Original estimate does not reflect actual 
9.5% contribution for the year 

0 10,500 

CRIF Grant Invasive weed control grant 9,090 9,090 

Private Works Additional net expense for fleet change 80,000 36,333 

Sale of plant 
assets 

Bringing to account additional funds on 
sale of motor vehicles 

9,136 0 

Other variations Net of all other variations for the quarter 0 16,881 

 Totals of adjustments 98,226 99,237 

 Net adjustment for quarter  1,011 

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework 
 
Governance issues: 
The Quarterly Budget Review Statement is a key document for Council in monitoring the progress of 
the Annual Budget and more broadly its achievement of the objectives within the Strategic Plan. 
 
Financial Implications: 
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The Quarterly Budget Review details Councils current financial projections for the 2020/2021 fiscal 
year as at the quarter ending 31st March 2021.   
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Not Applicable 
 
Conclusion: 
The QBRS as at 31st March 2021 provides council with information relating to the status of the 
budget after nine (9) months of operation.   
 

Quarterly Budget Review Statement – 31st March 2021 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council adopt the attached Quarterly Budget Review Statement for 31st March 2021 as tabled. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
Quarterly Budget Review Statement – 31st March 2021 
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ITEM 5.4 THIRD QUARTER OPERATIONAL PLAN 2020/2021 
 
REPORTING SECTION:       General Manager 
AUTHOR:  Michael Urquhart 
FILE NUMBER:    

 
Summary: 
This report provides Council with the status of the third quarter Operational Plan targets for 2020/2021. 
 
Background:  
Section 405 of the Local Government Act 1993 requires Council to adopt an Operational Plan and 
this report comments on the status of the Operational Plan as at 31st March 2021 and the extent to 
which the performance targets have been achieved.  
 
Current Position: 
The first quarter Operational Plan Status Report is attached for Council’s information. 
 
At this point in time, a vast majority of the performance targets have been met, while a small number 
of projects are on-going. Status comments explain the position.  

 
Governance issues: 
Council must comply with the IP & R legislation as outlined in the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
Environmental issues: 
N/A 
 
Stakeholders: 
Walgett Shire Council  
Walgett Shire Community 
 
Financial Implications: 
Budget allocations have been made in the Operational Plan 2020/2021. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
N/A 
 
Conclusion: 
Council should note the progress made during the third quarter of the Operational Plan for 2020/2021. 
 

Third Quarter Operational Plan 2020/2021 

 
Recommendation: 
 
Council accept the progress made on the 2020/2021 Operational Plan as at 31st March 2021. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
Third Quarter Operational Plan for 2020/2021 Status Report
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Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 

 

Operational Plan Status Report  

2020/2021 

 

As at 31st March 2021 
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6. Principal Activities of Council 
 
 

Statement of Principal Activities to be undertaken to achieve objectives 
 
Note: In the following tables the column headed “BA & SO” provides in order, a reference to the Main Business Activity Priorities number and the Strategic 

Objective number from the Business Activity Strategic Plan. 

 
1. Provide information to Council to allow decisions at Council Meetings 

Required Activity BA & SO Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 31st March 
2021  

Ensure Business Paper is ready for 
distribution. 

 
 
Provide recommendations to Council when 
possible. 

 

2.3 
 
 

2.3 
 

GM 
 
 

GM 

At least 7 days, working days 
prior to the Council Meeting. 
 
Include in business paper for 
Council’s consideration. 

Satisfactory completion of 
task in accordance with 
target level. 

Electronic business 
paper August issued on 
time 
Recommendations 
provided 

 
2. Respond to Councillor inquiries related to the administration function 

Required Activity BA & SO Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 31st March 
2021 

Provide information to Councillors within 
Council’s policy guidelines 
 
 
Provide written information as requested 

2.3 
 
 
 

2.3 

GM 
 
 
 

GM 

On day requested where possible, 
or within 5 working days (unless 
request requires detailed 
investigation). 
Within 5 working days (unless 
request requires detailed 
investigation  

Satisfactory completion of 
task in accordance with 
target level. 

Complying 
 
 
 
Complying 
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3. Update Council policy register 

Required Activity BA & SO Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 31st March 
2021 

Update new or amended administration 
policies in Council’s policy register. 
 
Review Council administration policies. 

2.3 
 
 

2.3 

GM 
 
 

GM 

Within 14 days of adoption or 
amendment 
 
Within 2 months of expiry of 
policy or every 2 years 

Satisfactory completion of 
task in accordance with 
target level. 

Complying 
 
 
Review underway 

 
4. Provide information to public in a timely and effective manner 

Required Activity BA & SO Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 31st March 
2021 

Ensure Council business papers are made 
available in hard copy at Council’s office. 
Ensure other public information is made 
available at Council’s office. 
 
Ensure business papers are provided to 
constituent councils.  

 
Ensure minutes, business papers and other 
information is posted to Council’s website. 

 

2.1 
 
 

2.1 
 
 

2.1 
 
 

2.1 
 

GM 
 
 

GM 
 
 

GM 
 
 

GM 

At least 3 working days before the 
Council meeting. 
 
As soon as practicable after it 
becomes public information. 
 
Post to General Managers at the 
same time as Councillors’ 
business papers. 
As soon as practicable. 

Satisfactory completion of 
task in accordance with 
target level. 

Complying 
 
 
Complying 
 
 
To commence 
November 2020 
 
Completed 

 
5. Ensure all statutory requirements are completed and financial returns and plans are completed and lodged by the due date 

Required Activity BA & SO Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 31st March 
2021 

Quarterly Budget Review Statements and 
Delivery Programme Review to Council. 
Audited Financial Statements to Division of 
Local Government. 
Financial Data collection return. 
Notice of meeting at which audited reports 
are to be presented. 

2.2 
 
 

     2.2 
 
 

2.2 
 

GM 
 
 

   GM 
 
 

GM 
 

August, October, February and 
April Meetings. 
 
By the end of November. 
 
 
By date specified by Division of 
Local Government. 

Satisfactory completion of 
task in accordance with 
target level. 

Complying 
 
 
Underway 
 
 
Underway 
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Audited Financial Reports presented to 
public 
Draft Operational Plan and Budget on 
public exhibition. 
 
 
Operational Plan and Budget to be adopted 

2.2 
 
 

2.2 
 

     2.2 
     2.2 

GM 
 
 

GM 
 

  GM 
  GM 

Prior to December meeting. 
 
 
December meeting. 
 
Following April meeting. 
June meeting 
 

Special meeting to be 
scheduled 
 
Special meeting to be 
scheduled 
In new year 
In new year 

 

6. Ensure all other statutory returns are completed and lodged by the due date  

Required Activity BA & SO Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 31st March 
2021 

Pecuniary Interest Returns. 
 
Council’s Annual Report prepared and 
lodged with Division of Local Government 
 
Other returns as required by Division of 
Local Government, Department of Primary 
Industries, or others 

2.2 
 

2.2 
 
 
 

2.2 
 

GM 
 

GM 
 
 
 

GM 

30 September annually. 
 
30 November annually. 
 
 
 
No later than return date 
specified 

Satisfactory completion of 
task in accordance with 
target level. 

Complying 
 
In progress 
 
 
 
In progress 

 
7. Implementation of Council decisions 

Required Activity BA & SO Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 31st March 
2021 

Implement Council decisions following 
Council meeting 

 
 

2.2 GM Within 10 working days of Council 
Meeting 
 
For prosecutions, within 2 months 
of Council resolution 

Satisfactory completion of 
task in accordance with 
target level. 

Complying 
 
 
Nil prosecutions 

 
8. Continue to ensure the provision of finance to Council from available sources 

Required Activity BA & SO Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 31st March 
2021 
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Liaise with constituent councils regarding 
the level of Council contributions and the 
apportionment of contributions. 
Letter to Constituent Councils concerning 
Council’s proposed Delivery Plan and 
Budget estimates for the forthcoming 
financial year, and the contribution sought 
from constituent councils. 
 
Application to Department of Primary 
Industries for grants under NSW Weeds 
Action Programme as necessary. 
 
Provide grant returns to Department of 
Primary Industries. 
Pursue opportunities for securing grant 
funds from other available sources. 

 

2.4 
 
 
 

2.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.4 
 
 

 
2.4 

 
2.4 & 
1.4 

GM 
 
 
 

GM 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GM 
 
 
 

GM 
 

GM 

Continuously. 
 
 
 
30 April. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As required under Weeds Action 
Programme 1520. 
 
 
As required under Weeds Action  
Programme 1520 
As required 

Satisfactory completion of 
task in accordance with 
target level. 

Advised 
 
 
 
Copies of budget sent 
to Constituents 
 
 
 
 
 
Completed 
 
 
 
Completed  
 
Application submitted 

 

9. Continue current financial management direction and review Business Activity Strategic Plan and Delivery Programme 

Required Activity BA & SO Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 31st March 
2021 

Review Business Activity Strategic Plan. 
 
Review Delivery Programme. 
 
Provide adequate funds for employee leave 
entitlements. 

 

2.1 & 
2.4 

 
2.1 & 
2.4 

 
2.3 

GM 
 

GM 
 

GM 
 

Continuously 
 
Continuously 
 
Maintain reserve of at least 50% 
of Long Service Leave liability 

Satisfactory completion of 
task in accordance with 
target level. 

In progress 
 
In progrerss 
 
Provision 20-21 budget 
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11. Ensure that Council’s Operational Plan and Budget is considered in order to allow adoption by 30 June each year  

Required Activity BA & 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 31st March 
2021 

Draft Plan to be presented to Council. 
 
Draft Plan adopted to allow 28 day public 
exhibition. 
Draft Plan to be adopted following 
consideration of any submissions received. 

2.2 
 

2.2 
 

2.2 

GM 
 

GM 
 

GM 

April Meeting. 
 
April Meeting. 
 
June Meeting. 

Satisfactory completion of 
task in accordance with 
target level. 

In new year 
 
In new year 
 
In new year 

 
12. Promote the Council’s interests through participation with relevant organisations   

Required Activity BA & 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 31st March 
2021 

Participate in Macquarie Valley Weeds 
Advisory Committee activities through 
attendance at meetings and supply of 
information as required to assist the 
lobbying of State and Federal Governments. 

 

1.1 GM Attend meetings and provide 
information as requested. 

Satisfactory completion of 
task in accordance with 
target level. 

No meetings 

 
13. Provide active support for LGNSW 

Required Activity BA & 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 31st March 
2021 

10. Provide financial information and advice to Council 

Required Activity BA & 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 31st March 
2021 

Provide financial advice as required. 
 
Provide quarterly update on financial 
trends relating to Council’s expenditure. 

2.2 & 
2.3 

 
2.2 &.3 

GM 
 

GM 

At Council meetings 
 
At Council Meeting following end 
of quarter 

Satisfactory completion of 
task in accordance with 
target level. 

Complying 
 
Complying 
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Provide information as requested by LGNSW 
to assist it to lobby governments. 
 
Utilise the services of LGNSW to further 
Council’s interests 

 

3.1 
 

 
3.1 

GM 
 

 
GM 

Information to be provided by the 
date requested. 
 
As and when required by Council. 

Satisfactory completion of 
task in accordance with 
target level. 

Complying 
 
 
Complying 

 
14. Actively pursue politicians to further Council’s interests 

Required Activity BA & SO Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 31st March 
2021 

Invite politicians to attend Council 
meetings. 
 
Meet with State and Federal Politicians to 
promote the interests of Council. 

 
 

3.1 
 

3.1 

GM 
 
GM 

 

Politicians to be invited to Council 
meetings as required. 
As required 
 

Satisfactory completion of 
task in accordance with 
target level. 

Complying 
 
Complying 

15. Minimise the risks associated with all functions of Council 

Required Activity BA & SO Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 31st March 
2021 

Identify new risks associated with 
Council’s functions. 
Analyse and prioritise all risks identified. 
Minise exposure through rectification of 
risks. 
Update policy on the use of contractors. 
Review risk management policy. 
Update Risk Assessment re spraying from 
back of vehicles and consult WorkCover 
on proposal. 

 

2.3 
 

2.3 
 

2.3 
 

2.3 
 

2.3 
2.3 

GM 
 

GM 
 
GM 

 
GM 

 
GM 
GM 

Ongoing. 
 
Within 3 months after identification. 
Within budget constraints. 
 
Ongoing. 
 
Ongoing. 
When resources allow. 

Satisfactory completion of 
task in accordance with 
target level. 

Complying 
 
 

 
16. Ensure Council staff are aware of their rights and responsibilities in relation to WH&S , risk management and EEO 

Required Activity BA & SO Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 31st March 
2021 
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Provide training to staff on relevant 
legislation. 
 
Provide training on EEO to staff. 
 
Provide staff with training on risk 
management. 
 
Review and update staff training 
programme. 
Review EEO Management Plan. 

 

2.3 
 
 

2.3 
 

2.3 
 
 

2.3 
 

     2.3 

GM 
 
 

GM 
 

GM 
 
 

GM 
 

GM 

Ongoing as identified. 
 
 
Ongoing as required. 
 
Ongoing as required. 
 
 
Annually. 
 
As required 

Satisfactory completion of 
task in accordance with 
target level. 

Complying 
 
 
No training to date 
 
Training held in 
Coonamble August 
2020 
In progress 
 
In new year 
 

 
17. Maintain and update Council’s records management system 

Required Activity BA & SO Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 31st March 
2021 

Monitor record keeping procedures to 
ensure that they provide the best method 
of maintaining an accurate record of 
Council’s activities. 
 
Review record keeping procedures with a 
view to updating and computerizing. 

 

2.3 
 
 

 
 

2.3 

GM 
 
 
 

 
GM 

Ongoing. 
 
 
 
 
Ongoing. 
 

Satisfactory completion of 
task in accordance with 
target level. 

Complying 
 
 
 
 
Complying 

 
18. Implement system of information technology capable of providing information that is relevant and timely 

Required Activity BA & SO Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 31st March 
2021 

Monitor reporting system ability to provide 
information requirements. 
 
Monitor technology improvements and 
assess future requirements. 
 

2.3 
 
 

2.3 
 
 

2.3 

GM 
 
 

GM 
 
 

GM 

Ongoing. 
 
 
Ongoing. 
 
 
As required. 

Satisfactory completion of 
task in accordance with 
target level. 

Complying 
 
 
Complying 
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Update Council’s computer system, both 
hardware and software, to ensure that it 
enhances management and record keeping 
(as resources allow). 
Review Council’s website and implement 
systems for expanding content and keeping 
content up to date. 

 

 
 
 

2.1 & 3.2 

 
 
 

GM 

 
 
 
Ongoing. 

Lap tops update 
regularly 
 
 
Review underway 

 
19. Compile accurate data on the condition of current Council assets 

Required Activity BA & SO Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 31st March 
2021 

Maintain assets register for all assets 
over $5,000. 
 
Monitor the condition of those assets 
 
Identify maintenance requirements for 
those assets. 
 
Cost maintenance requirements and 
incorporate into annual budget. 

 

2.3 
 
 

2.3 
 

2.3 
 

 
2.3 

GM 
 
 

GM 
 

GM 
 
 
GM 

 

Ongoing. 
 
 
Ongoing. 
 
Ongoing. 
 
 
As identified. 

Satisfactory completion 
of task in accordance 
with target level. 

In progress 
 
 
Continuing 
 
Maintenance as 
required 
 
In progress 

 
20. Introduce a system for electronic mapping of invasive weed infestations and the automation of Weeds Officers’ reports 

Required Activity BA & SO Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 31st March 
2021 

Monitor the introduction of electronic 
mapping of invasive weed infestations and 
the automation of Weeds Officers’ 
reporting procedures. 
 
Expand the introduction of electronic 
mapping of invasive weeds infestation and 

1.3 & 2.3 
 
 

 
 
1.3 & 2.3 

 

GM 
SWO 

 
 
 

GM 
SWO 

In conjunction with year 1 WAP 2020 
2025. 
 
 
 
 

Satisfactory completion of 
task in accordance with 
target level. 

In progress 
 
 
 
 
 
Continuing 
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the automation of Weeds Officers’ 
Reporting Procedures to the whole of 
Council’s Area of Operations. 
Continue the training of staff in the use of 
the system in order to ensure it’s most 
efficient and effective use. 

 
1.3 &2.3 
 

 
 

 
GM 
SWO 

 

In conjunction with year 1 WAP 2020 
/ 2025. 
 
 
Ongoing. 

 
 
 
Training as necessary 

 
21. Compile data on Council’s current vehicle and plant fleet – condition and usage 

Required Activity BA & SO Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 31st March 
2021 

Analyse Council’s current vehicle and 
plant fleet and its activities and assess 
future vehicle and plant needs. 
 

2.3 GM Ongoing Satisfactory completion of 
task in accordance with 
target level. 

In progress 

 

22. Ensure access to competitively priced chemicals for weeds control programmes 

Required Activity BA & SO Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 31st March 
2021 

Ensure access to competitively priced 
chemicals for weeds control programmes. 
 

1.2 GM 
 

As required Satisfactory completion of 
task in accordance with 
target level. 

In progress 

 

23. Actively pursue the control of invasive weeds along roadsides in Council’s area 

Required Activity BA & SO Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 31st 
March 2021 

Inspect roadsides prior to control 
 works  to ensure that control 
 programmes are efficient and  
effective. 
 
Carryout necessary control works 
 in line with Council’s Budget 
allocations. 
 
Respond to reports of invasive  

1.3 
 
 
 
 

1.3 
 
 
 

1.3 

SWO 
 
 
 
 

SWO 
 
 
 

SWO 

At least one week prior to spraying. 
 
 
 
As seasonal conditions / and 
available funding permit. 
 
Carry out inspection within 7 days of 
notification. 
As required 

Satisfactory completion of 
task in accordance with 
target level. 

In progress 
 
 
 
 
Works continuing 
 
 
All reports responded 
to 
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weeds on roadsides. 
Carry out control works in  
accordance with Council’s policy 
and budget allocations. 

 
1.3 

 

 
SWO 

 

 
In progress 
 
 

 
24. Actively pursue the control of invasive weeds on private lands 

Required Activity BA & SO Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 31st March 
2021 

Inspection of private lands to assist 
landowners to fulfill their legal 
responsibilities in relation to invasive 
weeds. 
Provide information to landowners on 
invasive weeds control 
 
Respond to invasive weed complaints 

1.2 & 
3.2 

 
 

1.2 & 
3.2 

 
1.2 & 
3.2 

SWO 
 
 

 
SWO 

 
 

SWO 

At least 250 inspections per quarter. 
 
 
If not done at time of inspection then 
within 1 week. 
 
Initial inspection within 10 working 
days. 

Satisfactory completion of 
task in accordance with 
target level. 

In progress 
 
 
 
Continuing 
 
 
Continuing 

 
25. Actively pursue the control of invasive weeds on vacant Crown lands 

Required Activity BA & SO Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 31st March 
2021 

Inspect vacant Crown land parcels to 
facilitate application to DPI for funds for 
necessary control works. 
 
Inspect vacant Crown lands to ensure 
obligations for invasive weed control are 
being met. 
 
Provide information to Department of 
Lands on invasive weed control 
requirements 
 
Respond to complaints for invasive weeds 
on vacant Crown Land 

1.2 
 
 
 

1.2 
 

 
 

1.2 
 

 
 

1.2 

SWO 
 
 
 

SWO 
 

 
 
SWO 

 
 
 
SWO 

Prior to submission of application. 
 
 
 
As required as resources are 
available. 
 
 
Within 10 working days of inspection. 
 
 
Initial inspection within 10 working 
days. 

Satisfactory completion of 
task in accordance with 
target level. 

Underway 
 
 
 
Continuing 
 
 
 
Continuing 
 
 
 
Continuing 
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26. Actively pursue the control of invasive weeds on land held by Forests of NSW 

Required Activity BA & 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 31st March 
2021 

Inspect areas proposed to be clear 
felled in coming financial year. 
 
Advise Forests NSW of proposed clear 
fell areas that are potential weeds 
risks. 
Follow up to ensure control work is 
carried out on potential weeds risks. 
Inspect areas surrounding standing 
forests and “land bank” areas. 
Advise Forests NSW of areas that pose 
a risk of weeds spreading to adjoining 
land. 

1.2 
 
 

1.2 
 

 
1.2 

 
1.2 

 
1.2 

 

SWO 
 
 

SWO 
 

 
SWO 
 
SWO 
 
SWO 

Within 28 days of receipt of 
Harvesting Plan of Operations. 
 
Within 14 days of inspection. 
 
 
Prior to Spring each year. 
 
Ongoing as resources permit, or in 
response to complaints within 10 
working da 
14 days after inspection. 

Satisfactory completion 
of task in accordance 
with target level. 

When advised 

 
27. Actively pursue the control of invasive weeds on other public authorities land 

Required Activity BA & SO Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 31st March 
2021 

Inspect lands of public authorities to 
ensure obligations for invasive weeds 
control are being met. 
 
Provide information to public authority on 
invasive weed control requirements. 
 
Respond to complaints regarding invasive 
weeds on lands of public authorities. 

 

1.2 & 1.3 
 
 

1.2 & 1.3 
 

1.2 &1.3 

SWO 
 
 
 

SWO 
 

 
SWO 

Ongoing. 
 
 
 
Within 10 working days of 
inspection. 
 
Initial inspection within 10 working 
days. 

Satisfactory completion of 
task in accordance with 
target level. 

In progress 
 
 
 
Continuing 
 
 
Continuing 

28. Conduct aerial spraying programmes for invasive weeds 
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29. Actively pursue regional resources sharing with neighbouring councils and other public authorities to provide cost benefits to Council in the 
provision of services 

Required Activity BA & SO Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 31st March 
2021 

Pursue resource sharing through regular 
interaction with nearby councils and 
other public authorities to discuss 
regional weed plans and coordinated 
approaches to weed control 

 
 
 

1.1 GM Liaise with appropriate members and 
officers of surrounding councils and 
other public authorities as required. 

Satisfactory completion of 
task in accordance with 
target level. 

Continuing 

 
 

Required Activity BA & 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 31st March 
2021 

Organise programmes for aerial spraying of 
invasive weeds throughout the year as 
seasonal conditions permit and demand 
requires. 
 
Publicise aerial spraying programmes in 
local media, and as occasion permits, to 
ensure maximum landholder participation. 

 
Organise aerial spraying (involving all 
weeds officers) throughout Council’s area 
in accordance with programmes. 

 

1.2 
 
 

 
 

1.2 
 
 
 

 
1.2 

GM/SWO 
 
 

 
 
GM/SWO 

 
 
 

 
SWO 

As required. 
 
 
 
 
As required. 
 
 
 
 
In accordance with 
Programmes 

Satisfactory completion of task 
in accordance with target level. 

NIL required to date 
 
 
 
 
Nil required to date 
 
 
 
 
No program organised 
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ITEM 5.5 ADOPTION 2021/2022 OPERATIONAL PLAN AND LONG-TERM 
FINANCIAL PLAN INCLUDING FEES AND CHARGES 
 
REPORTING SECTION:       General Manager 
AUTHOR:  Michael Urquhart 
FILE NUMBER:    

 
Summary 
This report recommends the 2021/2022 Operational Plan and Long Term Financial Plan and 
Fees and Charges be formally made and adopted as required under the Local Government 
Act (1993) for the 2021/2022 financial year.  
 
Background 
The 2021/2022 Operational Plan and Budget including the Schedule of Fees and Charges 
for the 2021/2022 year, the Long Term Financial Plan for the 10 year period starting 
2021/2022 were placed on exhibition on 16th March 2020, and public comment invited with 
submissions closing at 4.00pm on Monday 12th April 2021. 
 
Current Position 
Submissions will be tabled on the day. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies 
Local Government Act 1993 and Integrated Planning and Reporting legislation.  
 
Governance issues 
Council must comply with the Local Government Act 1993 and Integrated Planning and 
Reporting legislation. 
 
Stakeholders 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 
Constituent Councils 
Office of Local Government 
 
Financial Implications 
The respective financial details relating to the components of this report are detailed in the 
Operational Plan and long-term budget. 
 

Adoption 2021/2022 Operational Plan and Long-Term Financial Plan Including Fees 
and Charges 

 
Recommendation: 
  
That Council after having considered any submissions received by the 12th April 2021: 
 
1.  Adopts the 2021/2022 Operational Plan and Budget, and Long Term Ten (10) Year 
Financial Plan.   
 
2. Adopts Fees and Charges for 2021/2022 as listed in the Schedule of Fees and Charges 
with Council reserving the right to vary fees and charges of a commercial nature as 
circumstances require 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
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ITEM 5.6 IMPORTANT DATES – UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

 
REPORTING SECTION:       General Manager 
AUTHOR:  Michael Urquhart 
FILE NUMBER:    

 
Summary: 
A list of upcoming meetings and events is provided for Councillors information.  
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
This report provides Councillors with an overview of upcoming meetings and events that 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council staff are involved in.  

 
Current Position: 
Councillors are requested to raise any queries prior to the meetings listed. 
 
Conclusion:  
Provided there are no changes it is appropriate to receive and note the information. 
 

Important Dates For Councillors - Upcoming Meetings & Events 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the list of upcoming meetings and events. 
 
Moved:    
Seconded: 

 

Attachments: 

Calendar of events May & June 2021 
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IMPORTANT DATES - Upcoming Meetings and Events  

DATE MEETING/FUNCTION LOCATION NOTES 

4 May 2021 Hudson Pear Task 
Force Meeting   

Lightning Ridge Councillors, GM and 
Senior Biosecurity Officer 

 

5 May 2021 North West Weeds 
Meeting  

Lightning Ridge Senior Biosecurity Officer 

6 May 2021 North West Regional 
Meeting  

Lightning Ridge Senior Biosecurity Officer 

18 May 2021 Central West Hudson 
Pear Taskforce  

Onsite at Quanda 
Meeting at Coonamble 

Bowling Club 

Senior Biosecurity Officer 

19 May 2021 Trade Stand Coonamble Show Biosecurity Officers 
 

24 May 2021 Macquarie Valley 
Weeds Committee 

Bio Control Facility & 
Field Tour Lightning 

Ridge 

Senior Biosecurity Officer 

25 May 2021 Macquarie Valley 
Weeds Committee 

Meeting 

Lightning Ridge 
 

Senior Biosecurity Officer 

28 June 2021 CMCC Council Meeting Coonamble Councillors, GM and 
Senior Biosecurity Officer 
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6. REPORT OF THE SENIOR BIOSECURITY OFFICER  
 
Infestations of Parthenium weed have been found along roadsides and on one private property. 

08/04/2021 -  3  Parthenium plants Castlereagh Highway between Walgett Lightning Ridge. 

(approximately 47 km North Walgett – each plant 1 km apart -29.642927 / 1487994  -29.677865 / 

148.097356  -29.927239 / 148.162042 

14/04/2021 - 253 Parthenium plants Cumberdoon Way Walgett (left side of road heading towards 

Carinda, approximate 20 km from Walgett) -30.182791 / 147.903082 

14/04/2021 - 10 Parthenium plants, reinspection Private Property Goolhi – Warrumbungle Shire  

15/04/2021 – 206 Parthenium plants Gingi Road Walgett. (approximately 20kms from Walgett)   

29.973797 / 148.02748) 

16/04/2021 – 1 Parthenium plant Castlereagh Highway Walgett Shire. (20km heading into Walgett 

from Lightning Ridge) -30.246272 / 148.09632 

16/04/2021 – 6 Parthenium plants Castlereagh Highway Coonamble Shire. (26km from Coonamble)   

(-30.787586 / 148.283472) 

 

(above Parthenium Weed) 
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Situation report–NSW Parthenium weed response 2020-21 

Sitrep No – 14 

Date of issue – 12 February 2021 

Time of Sitrep – 1600  

Distribution: Not for public information. For distribution within state and local government 

networks. Contains sensitive information.  

New information since Sitrep 13 is in bold text.   

1. Situation to date  
● To date (April 2020 - February 2021), parthenium weed (Parthenium hysterophorus) has 

been detected on 30 infested premises (IPs) as new incursions across NSW. Three of these 
IPs have multiple sites of infestation bringing the total sites to 41. 

● Four new IPs have been detected since Sitrep 13. IP30 was found through follow-up 
monitoring after earlier trace forward surveillance on the organic poultry feed linked to 
existing IPs. IP28 was found through trace forward surveillance on the charity hay drive 
linked to existing IPs. 

● Six IPs have had new seedling emergence (IPs 5, 10, 12, 21, 22, 24). All are receiving 
ongoing treatment. 

● There are now 7 IPs linked to one Queensland-based supplier of organic chicken feed.  
● There are now 4 IPs linked to one charity hay drive that occurred during the drought in 

2019 – one of these (IP10) occurs over 10 locations. 
● IP22 Croppa Creek remains the most challenging incursion to delimit. Initial surveillance 

in winter occurred 25 km downstream and 6 km upstream of the main infestation. A 
post-summer pass to re-inspect a 13.5 km stretch close to the main infestation has found 
hundreds of plants. 60 plants found downstream have increased the extent of the 
infested area by 1.5 km. Plants are now known to occur over an 8 km stretch of 
creekline. Feral pigs, wallabies and cattle are possible active vectors above the floodline 
within this extent, and possibly laterally beyond the surveyed area.  

● Parthenium weed is identified as a significant biosecurity risk in NSW and is listed as 
Prohibited Matter in Schedule 2 of the NSW Biosecurity Act 2015. 

● NSW has a longstanding successful program of detecting and eradicating incursions of 
Parthenium weed since 1982. This is the highest number of outbreaks since 1999 and 9 IPs 
are the first recorded presence east of the Great Dividing Range. 

● Further germinations should be expected at IPs following rain and while soil temperatures 
remain relatively high. 

● 12 IPs are still in delimitation phases with further on-ground delimitation activities 
planned. 

● 18 IPs have moved into monitoring phases with follow up inspections of control efficacy to 
be conducted by the relevant LCAs. 

● Organic poultry feed is a previously unknown invasion pathway. 
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2. Summary of Infested Premises (IPs) to date 

 Table 1. Summary of Parthenium weed Infested Premises 2020 

Infested Premises (IP) LLS  Date Number/Size/ 
location 

Suspected 
source; Notes 

IP Status 

IP1 Cumborah  NW 1 Apr 16 plants; roadside vehicle/machinery Monitoring 
for 
eradication 

IP2 Forbes CW 7 Apr 1 plant; roadside 
rest area 

vehicle/machinery Monitoring 
for 
eradication 

IP3 Engadine GS 16 Apr 3 plants; domestic 
compost heap 

organic whole grain 
chicken feed 

Monitoring 
for 
eradication 

IP4 Goolhi CW 24 Apr 50 plants; feed out 
bins 

sunflower seed Monitoring 
for 
eradication 

IP5 Muswellbrook H 24 Apr 200-300 plants; 9 
track-side locations 

machinery/ 
excavator 

Delimitation 

IP6 Wee Waa NW 23 Apr 3 plants; roadside vehicle/machinery Monitoring 
for 
eradication 

IP7 Merah North NW 27 Apr 2 plants; roadside vehicle/machinery Monitoring 
for local 
eradication 

IP8 Gunnedah NW 29 Apr 1 plant; feed out 
area 

sunflower seed; 
IP4 connection 

Monitoring 
for local 
eradication 

IP9 Burren Junction   NW 30 Apr 1 plant; roadside vehicle/machinery Monitoring 
for local 
eradication 
 

IP10 Blandford consisting of: 
IP10a Sandy Ck Rd 
Murrurundi 
IP10b Bowmans Creek 
IP10c Isis Parish 
IP10d Timor Parish UH66014 
IP10e Timor Parish UH65814 
IP10f Scotts Creek 
IP10g Murulla Parish 
UH56653  
IP10h Murulla Parish 
UH56687 
IP10i Murulla Parish UH 
56912 
IP10j Henry St Murrurundi 

H 4 May Ranging from 1 to 
over 200 plants 
near feed out areas 
 

hay consignment 
Murrurundi hay 
drive; IP11 
connection 

Delimitation 

IP11 Bendemeer NW 6 May 6 plants; feed out 
area 

hay consignment 
Murrurundi hay 
drive 

Monitoring 
for local 
eradication 

IP12 Tamworth NW 7 May 2-3 hectares; 
camping area at 

stock feed Delimitation 



49 
 

Australian Equine 
& Livestock Events 

IP13 Boggabri NW 6 May 1 plant; roadside vehicle/machinery Monitoring 
for local 
eradication 

IP14 Kamilaroi Hwy 
consisting of: 
IP14a Wee Waa levee  
IP14b Middle Route Road  
IP14c Walgett Shire 
boundary 

NW 12 May 1 plant at each site; 
roadside 

vehicle/machinery Monitoring 
for local 
eradication 

IP15 Gunningbland CW 18 May >500 plants; 
cropping farm 
headland 

header/machinery Delimitation 

IP16 Parkes CW 29 May 1 plant; roadside possible 
connection to IP15 

Monitoring 
for local 
eradication 

IP17 Inverell 
(Note IP17 previously listed incorrectly 
as NW) 

NT 4 Jun 1 plant; bird 
feeding area at peri 
urban residence 

mixed grain 
poultry/bird feed 

Monitoring 
for local 
eradication 

IP18 Boggabri Grain Valley 
Road 

NW 9 Jun 2 plants; roadside vehicle/machinery Monitoring 
for local 
eradication 

IP19 Warrah NW 9 Jun 30 plants; feed out 
area 

contaminated hay; 
connection to IP10  

Delimitation 

IP20 Ravensdale GS 21 Jun 100s of plants; 
vacated chicken 
coop, peri urban 
residence 

contaminated 
organic whole grain 
chicken feed from 
QLD – same as 
IP3 

Monitoring 
for 
eradication 

IP21 Missabotti NC 13 Jul 1000s of plants at 
a commercial 
organic chicken 
farm 

contaminated 
organic whole grain 
chicken feed from 
QLD – same as 
IP3 

Delimitation 

IP22 Croppa Creek 
 

NW 27 Jul 1000s of plants in a 
TSR and along a 
creek line 

Vehicle / 
machinery 

Delimitation 

IP23 Cobar W 19 Mar Several roadside 
plants 

Vehicle / 
machinery 

Delimitation 

IP24 Palmvale NC 29 Sep More than 200 
plants at a former 
free-range poultry 
farm  

contaminated 
organic mash 
chicken feed from 
QLD – same 
manufacturer as 
IP3  

Delimitation 

IP25 Loomberah NW 28 Oct 3 plants contaminated 
organic mash 
chicken feed from 
QLD – same 
manufacturer as 
IP3  

Delimitation 
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IP26 Broughton Village (formerly incorrectly referred to as IP26 Foxground) - on Friday 18 

December 2020 the Illawarra District Weeds Authority notified DPI that a poultry farmer they had 

inspected earlier this year for parthenium weed had found suspect plants in a chicken enclosure at 

Broughton Village, 10 km south west of Kiama. Plants were not detected during the previous 

inspection, having germinated after grazing pressure was removed. This is the first incursion in the 

SE region. Identification has been confirmed and IDWA staff attended the property on December 

23 and January 5-6 and removed in excess of 1000 plants. 

IP27 Garah - On Wednesday 13 January 2021, Weeds Biosecurity Officers with Moree Plains Shire 

Council (MPSC), discovered an incursion of parthenium weed on the roadside of the Carnarvon 

Highway about 10 km south-east of the village of Garah. The incursion consisted of 63 flowering 

plants about 1 m in height along the grassed road reserve about 2 m from the made-up surface of 

the road. The plants occupied an area of not more than 4 m2. The plants were flowering but had 

not set seed. 

IP28 Ardglen - On Wednesday 13 January 2021, the Liverpool Plains Shire Council Biosecurity 

Officer – Weeds discovered an incursion of parthenium weed on a grazing property near Ardglen 

on the Liverpool Range approximately 11.5 km south of the town of Willow Tree in Liverpool 

Plains Shire. The property has the same owner as IP19. The incursion consisted of one flowering 

plant in a sheep yard associated with a shearing shed and 10 flowering plants in an adjacent area. 

All plants were about 1 m in height and were at an early flowering stage when discovered. This 

incursion is linked to the Murrurundi hay drive associated with IP10a-j, IP11 and IP19. 

IP29 Newell Highway - January 11-19 2021, 25 separate incursions have been discovered on the 

road verge along an 80 km section of the Newell Highway between Boggabilla and Narrabri – one 

of the main thoroughfares from QLD. The incursions are in Narrabri and Moree Plains Shires. Each 

consisted of one flowering plant along the grassed road verge, approximately 1 m from the 

made-up surface of the highway. All plants were flowering when discovered and were 

approximately 1 m in height. None of the plants were setting seed at the time of discovery. The 

IP26 Broughton Village 
(Note: formerly named IP26 Foxground) 

SE 18 Dec Over 1000 plants 
on free-range 
poultry farm 

contaminated 
organic chicken 
feed from QLD – 
same 
manufacturer as 
IP3 

Delimitatio
n 

IP27 Garah NW 13 Jan 63 Plants vehicle/machinery Monitoring 
for local 
eradication 

IP28 Ardglen NW 13 Jan 11 Plants contaminated 
hay; connection 
to IP10 & 19 

Monitoring 
for local 
eradication 

IP29 Newell Highway NW 19 Jan 25 Plants vehicle/machinery Monitoring 
for local 
eradication 

IP30 Broughton Vale SE 8 Feb 100 plants in a 
backyard chicken 
enclosure 

contaminated 
organic chicken 
feed from QLD 
same 
manufacturer as 
IP3 

Delimitatio
n 
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incursions are on both sides of the highway, in 110 km/h speed zones and in lower speed zoned 

sections.  

IP30 Broughton Vale – February 8 2021, up to 100 parthenium weed plants were discovered at a 

private property with backyard chickens at Broughton Vale. This site is the second separate 

incursion in the SE region, in the Shoalhaven Council, 10 km from the original incursion at 

Broughton Village in the Kiama Council area. Both sites have used the same brand of organic 

chicken feed linked to five other IPs. Plants are being removed and doubled bagged for disposal. 

3.  Actions since last sitrep  

 IP22 Croppa Creek had its second surveillance response exercise undertaken on the 9-10 
of February with 15 staff from Councils, LLS and DPI in attendance.  

 5 IMT meetings were held with the Croppa Creek, Parkes and Broughton Vale 
stakeholders to plan and coordinate surveillance exercises.   

 IP5 Muswellbrook is inspected monthly and small numbers of seedlings have been found 
and treated. Three rosettes were found at the last inspection on 2/02/21. 

 IP10 Blandford is inspected monthly and seedlings and flowering plants were found at 5 
sites (10c, 10d ,10f, 10g and 10i). Trace-forward surveillance on other hay recipients is still 
occurring in the area.  

 IP12 Tamworth is inspected fortnightly. The fenced-off area was sprayed in December 
and the surrounding also treated as a precautionary measure. No seedlings have emerged 
since these treatments. 

 IP21 Missabotti is inspected fortnightly and 10-20 rosettes and seedlings have been found 
and manually removed at each inspection. No further chemical spraying has occurred and 
construction of a farm wash down bay has commenced.  

 IP24 Palmvale is inspected monthly with 2 plants removed on 25 January. 

 All other IPs are inspected monthly and have not reported any seedling emergence. 

 The biosecurity direction to the QLD-based organic poultry feed company has been 
amended and reissued to clarify that raw materials sourced from Queensland will be 
processed separately to raw materials sourced from NSW, in recognition of the different 
level of risk posed. The company has submitted a draft Grain Receival Standard Operating 
Procedure for review by DPI and are drafting Standard Operating Procedures for Grain 
Storage and Grain Cleaning that will be submitted to DPI for review. 

 Detector dog training has commenced to assist with follow up surveillance of IP21 and 
IP26 and may be brought in to assist with further delimitation for IP22.  

 DPI issued a media release on the 11 February highlighting the issue of contaminated 
poultry feed.  

4. Actions to be completed 
● Delimitation surveys are planned for IP15 Gunningbland with Parkes Shire Council (March 

15-16) and IP26 Broughton Vale (February 16-17).  
● Shoalhaven Council staff will inspect surrounding properties to IP30 Broughton Vale in 

February.  
● A Statewide Parthenium Weed IMT meeting will be held in March 2021 
● IP15 Gunningbland - Council to develop and issue a Biosecurity Direction with DPI support. 
● Ongoing surveillance of IP23 Cobar by council and LLS staff following recent rain. 
● IP12 Tamworth - consideration of a surveillance exercise will be made particularly if further 

plants are found outside the known area this autumn.  
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5. Note(s) 
● It is expected that all incursions will be eradicated, however further delimitation may be 

required for IP22 in order to achieve eradication. 
● Maps (of IPs, drought distribution points and Parthenium weed distribution in 

Queensland), charts and images are stored in the Incident Action Plan in CM9)  
● Sitreps, awareness materials and media releases for sharing are on the Weeds Extranet at 

https://extranet.dpi.nsw.gov.au/weeds/biosecurity/prohibited-matter-response 
 

Completed by: Rod Ensbey, Team Leader and Elissa van Oosterhout, Manager Invasive Species 

Programs 

Approved by: Scott Charlton, Director Invasive Species Programs 

Date:    February 2020 

Abbreviations:  

CMCC- Castlereagh-Macquarie County Council 

IDWA – Illawarra District Weeds Authority 

IAP - Incident Action Plan 

IP - Infested premises 

IMT – Incident Management Team 

 

 

https://extranet.dpi.nsw.gov.au/weeds/biosecurity/prohibited-matter-response
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St Johns Wort has eased after a substantial season from November 2020 to March 2021.  

Sticky  Nightshade (Solanum Sisymbriifolium) – New incursion Warrumbungle Shire, Mendooran 

Road. 1 plant roadside. (coordinates -31.391441 / 149.254993). The only other infestion of this 

species for CMCC is in the Gilgandra Shire. 

 

(above Sticky Nightshade) 

OTHER SOLANUM SPECIES – recent reports of death to sheep and 

cattle from; 

Blackberry nightshade (Solanum nigrum)Toxic to stock and humans. Ripe fruit is harmless however 
unripe fruit is toxic.  

 

(above Blackberry Nightshade) 
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Silverleaf nightshade (Solanum elaeagnifolium) 
How does this weed affect you? 
 
Silverleaf nightshade is one of the most costly weeds for grain crop producers. It can: 

 halve summer crop yields through direct competition 
 reduce winter crop yields by depleting soil moisture 
 invade pasture and reduce sub-clover growth 
 reduce annual pasture growth in autumn winter 
 poison stock if they eat ripe berries 
 be expensive to control. 

Livestock poisoning 
Silverleaf nightshade contains toxic alkaloids. These are most concentrated in ripe fruit. Livestock 
poisoning is uncommon. Symptoms of poisoning include: 

 diarrhoea 
 head held low or pressing the head against solid objects 
 weight loss 
 death after 1 – 2 weeks. 

What does it look like? 
Silverleaf nightshade is upright and branched. It grows up to 60 cm tall. 
 

 
(above silverleaf Nightshade) 
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Quena Solanum esuriale often mistaken for Silverleaf Nightshade

 
Grey-green densely hairy plant to 30 cm. Oblong leaves to 8 cm long with a pointed tip, lower 
leaves are larger and shallowly lobed. Purple potato-like flowers with five joined petals and a yellow 
centre in clusters of 2-6 on long stems. 

 
DETAILS 

Flora Type Herbs 

Distinctive 
Features 

Hairs are distinctinctly star-shaped (stellate) when viewed with a hand lens or 
magnifying glass. Plant generally does not have any spines. Pale yellow to yellowish-
brown berries which resemble raisins when dry. 

 

 

Tiger Pear – Warrumbungle Shire roadside (3 locations) approximately 20kms from Baradine 

heading towards Coonamble.  

 Sticky Florestina – (follow up from landowner Gilgandra Shire, suspected Partheunium 

infestation). The National Herbarium of NSW confirmed the specimen sent is Sticky florestina 

(Florestina triperis). This is the first identification in NSW.  I have supplied photos and this species 

will be added to PlantNet and Weedwise NSW. The behaviour of this species is similar to 

Parthenium and spreads rapidly. 500 plants were found roadside of the adjoining property where 

the first infestation was found.  
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(above Sticky Florestina leaf and flower) 

 

(above Sticky florestina infestation roadside, Gilgandra Shire) 



57 
 

Parthenium  Parkes - w/c 15th March 2021 - DPI organised 26 Weed Officers to assist with a 

Parthenium delamination survey on a private property and adjoining National Park in Parkes 

covering 3000 acres. 3 staff from CMCC were involved in this exercise.   

 

Hudson Pear Field Day Coonamble Shire 

The session was held at “Wilgadeen” on the Pilliga Road on Thursday 1 April and hosted by the 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council (CMCC) in response to an article in the Coonamble Times on 
10 February 2021 [Hudson pear outbreak brings calls for better communication]. 40 people 
attended. Landowners were from Coonamble and Walgett Shires. Also attending CMCC staff, LLS 
staff from both North and Central West, Cacti Coordinator from North West and National Parkes 
from Central West.  
 
The aim for this field day was to meet landowners discuss, landowner / manager biosecurity 
obligations, expand awareness and encourage a combined response to the highly invasive weed, 
Hudson Pear as well as identify other Cylindropuntia and Opuntia Species.  
 
Landholders were also able to register for the Chemical Supply Program that has been specifically 
designed to assist them in reducing the distribution and density of Hudson Pear, Tiger Pear, Harrisia 
and Mother of Millions. 
 
A1 maps were also distributed on the day with landowners marking areas of concern and requests 
for inspections.  
 
It was a successful day and demonstrated a real sense of working together. A follow up article was 
published in the Coonamble Times. 
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(above Hudson Pear field day “Wilgadeen” Coonamble 

 

Bevan’s Cactus Nursery Lightning Ridge.  

11 Cylindropunia and Opuntia species have been set up on display in cages and labelled.  

Thankyou Clr Woodcock for raising this suggestion at the previous CMCC meeting. Fantastic idea. 

Bunny Ears - Opuntia microdasys 

Jumping Cholla -Cylindropuntia prolifera  

Hudson Pear White Pine - Cylindropuntia pallida 

Hudson Pear Brown Spine -Cylindropuntia tunicata  

Harrisia - Harrisia martinii/pomanensis 

Rope Pear -Cylindropuntia imbricata 

Wagon Wheel - Opuntia robusta 

Tiger Pear - Opuntia aurantiaca  

Kleins Cholla - Cylindropuntia kleiniae  

Snake Cactus - Cylindropuntia Spinosior 

Boxing Glove - Cylindropuntia fulgida             var. mamillata  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(above Cylindropunita / Opuntia species display Beavans Cactus Garden, Lightning Ridge
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Senior Biosecurity Officer’s Report 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the Senior Biosecurity Officer’s April 2021 report. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
Inspection Reports March – April 2021
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11. QUESTIONS FOR NEXT MEETING 
 

12. CONFIRM DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
 

13. CLOSE OF MEETING                         
 
 Time: ………………    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


