
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA FOR  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

 

Monday, 4th December 2023 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to clause 7 of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice 
that the Council Meeting of Castlereagh Macquarie County Council will be held at the 
Coonamble Shire Council Chambers on 4th December 2023 commencing at 
11:00am to discuss the items listed in the Agenda. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Urquhart 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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1. OPENING OF MEETING 
 

Time:  am 

 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS 
 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land we gather upon today and pay respect to the 
Elders both past, present and emerging. 
 

3. LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 

Leave of Absence 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the leave of absence received from _________________are accepted and a leave of absence 
granted. 
 
Moved:   
Seconded:  
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4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 

Councillors and senior staff are reminded of their obligation to declare their interest in any matters 

listed before them.  

In considering your interest you are reminded to include pecuniary, non-pecuniary and conflicts of 

interest as well as any other interest you perceive or may be perceived of you.  

Councillors may declare an interest at the commencement of the meeting, or alternatively at any 

time during the meeting should any issue progress or arise that would warrant a declaration.  

Councillors must state their reasons in declaring any type of interest.  

Councillor Item No. Pecuniary/ 
Non-Pecuniary 

Reason 
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5. PUBLIC PRESENTATION  
 

 
SPEAKER 

 

 
TOPIC 

 
Todd Pallister – Local Land Services 

 

 
Update on Hudson Pear Programme 
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6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES/MATTERS ARISING 
 

6.1 MINUTES OF ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD 30th October 2023 
 

Minutes of Ordinary Council Meeting – 30th October 2023 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the minutes of the ordinary Council meeting held 30th October 2023, having been circulated be 
confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachments: 
Meeting Minutes – 30th October 2023 
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7. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 

 

Minutes of North West & Central West Regional Weeds Committee Meeting 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the minutes of the North West and Central West Regional Weeds Committee Meeting be 
received and noted.  
 
Moved: 
Seconded:  
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7.1 NW REGIONAL WEEDS COMMITTEE MEETING 
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7.2 CW REGIONAL WEEDS COMMITTEE MEETING 
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8. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

ITEM 8.1 LETTER TO MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE THE HON. TARA 
MORIARTY MCL FROM CMCC CHAIRPERSON CLR DOUG BATTEN – DPI 
FUNDING FOR WAP 
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ITEM 8.2 LETTER TO MEMBER FOR BARON ROY BUTLER MP FROM MINISTER 
FOR AGRICULTURE THE HON. TARA MORIARTY MLC – DPI FUNDING FOR 
WAP 
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ITEM 8.3 DECALRED OUCOMES OF THE LGNSW BOARD ELECTION 

 

Dear Mr Urquhart, 

The Australian Electoral Commission has now officially declared the outcomes of the LGNSW 

Board election, conducted at our Annual Conference on Monday 13 November, 2023. 

The successful candidates have been declared as: 

President: Cr Darriea Turley AM (Broken Hill City Council) 

Treasurer: Cr Nuatali Nelmes (City of Newcastle) 

Vice President Rural/Regional: Cr Phyllis Miller OAM (Forbes Shire Council) 

Vice President Metropolitan/Urban: Cr Khal Asfour (City of Canterbury Bankstown) 

Rural/Regional Directors (in alphabetical order): 

• Cr Jamie Chaffey (Gunnedah Shire Council) 

• Cr Scott Ferguson (Blayney Shire Council) 

• Cr Romola Hollywood (Blue Mountains City Council) 

• Cr Dominic King (Bellingen Shire Council) 

• Cr Claire Pontin (MidCoast Council) 

• Cr Dallas Tout (City of Wagga Wagga) 

• Cr Cameron Walters (Wollongong City Council). 

Metropolitan/Urban Directors (in alphabetical order): 

• Cr Julie Griffiths AM (Blacktown City Council) 

• Cr Christine Kay (Ku-ring-gai Council) 

• Cr Ned Mannoun (Liverpool City Council) 

• Cr Michael Mijatovic (Fairfield City Council) 

• Cr Penny Pederson (City of Ryde) 

• Cr Philippa Scott (Inner West Council) 

• Cr Philipa Veitch (Randwick City Council). 

Yours sincerely, 

David Reynolds 

LGNSW Chief Executive 

 

 
 



Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –4th December 2023 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

31 

9. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 

ITEM 9.1 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – DECEMBER 2023 
 

REPORTING SECTION: Office of Chairman 
AUTHOR:    Chairman Doug Batten  

 

Summary: 
This report provides Council with information regarding the activities of the Chairman for the past two 
(2) months. 
 
Background: 
On the 25th October 2023 the General Manager and I travelled to Bathurst for the inaugural County 
Council Collaboration meeting.  
 
The meeting on the 26th October 2023 was attended by the representatives of Central Tablelands 
Weeds Authority (CTWA), New England Weeds Authority (NEWA), Rous County Council (RCC), 
Upper Hunter Weeds Authority (UHWA), New England Weeds Authority (NEWA), Hawksbury River 
County Council (HRCC) and Castlereagh Macquarie County Council (CMCC). 
 
Chairman of CTWA Andrew McKibbin opened the Chairmans session with the following items on the 
agenda – CTWA IP agreement, common compliance and enforcement, policy and systems. 
 
The General Managers session included discussion on shared services, ICT systems, GIS systems 
CRM’s, inspection data finance data, chart of accounts, insurances, and financial sustainability of 
County Councils. 
 
The combined afternoon session items included membership to LGNSW, formalising a County 
Council association, ARIC’s, OLG Financial reporting, Audit, IP&R, Policy Framework and future 
funding of the WAP. 
 
Presentations were made by representatives of the Natural Resources Commission on the NSW 
Invasive Species Management Review and County Council delegates were invited to provide input 
on the issues affecting them with invasive weeds. The group also discussed the future funding of the 
WAP 2025 and the NSW Governments commitment to its funding. 
 
The member Council’s agreed the group should commence regular six (6) monthly meetings with a 
name for the group yet to be decided. 
 
Delegates agreed they had many issues in common and this forum was an excellent vehicle to tackle 
these issues. The next meeting is scheduled for March 2024 in Armidale at the new headquarters of 
NEWA. 
 
On Sunday 29th October 2023 seven (7) Councillors, the General Manager, Senior Biosecurity Officer, 
and Biosecurity Officer Matt Savage participated in Council’s first annual weed’s bus tour, and this 
year it was held in the Warrumbungle LGA. 
  
The group travelled to Binnaway to see firsthand the results of control programs targeting Blue 
Heliotrope that was endemic in the village some years ago. It was evident the control program has 
been highly successful. 
The next port of call was Leadville where Councillors viewed small infestations of St Johns Wort on 
the Crown Reserve west of Leadville. 
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On the tour it was noticeable the shire roads where largely free of noxious weeds which highlighted 
the fact, Council’s roadside control program was having a huge success, however, the crown reserves 
and commons present a problem for control and compliance. 
 
When travelling north from Mendooran along the Coonabarabran Road the Senior Biosecurity Officer 
pointed out the remnant Native Olive trees that were controlled in previous seasons with huge 
success. The Biosecurity Officers also pointed out the presence of native dodder. 
 
Highlight of the day was a visit to Siding Springs observatory, Australia’s premier optical and infrared 
astronomical observatory which gave delegates an insight into the working of the telescope and an 
amazing view of the north- west and far west of NSW. 
 
Blackberry was the problem weed for land managers on the western side of Coonabarabran, with 
some landowners resorting to a burning off program to reduce the incidence of the weed. It was 
evident several control burns had been successful with just some old canes remaining on these 
properties.  
 
The bus tour was three (3) years in the making, and I can say it was very enjoyable to see firsthand 
the great work our team of Biosecurity Officers and contractors are doing to control the many noxious 
weeds that are present in the County area.  
 

Chairmans Report – December 2023 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Chairman’s report be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
 
Attachments: 
Nil 
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10. REPORT OF THE GENERAL MANAGER 
 

ITEM 10.1 COUNCIL’S DECISION ACTION REPORT – OCTOBER 2023 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart  

 

Summary: 
This schedule summarises the current position of action taken in respect of matters considered at the 
previous meetings of Council when the outcomes have not been finalised. 
 
Background: 
Attached is the Resolution Register which summaries outstanding action in respect of all resolutions 
which required action and are still outstanding.  The exception is for the last meeting where items that 
have been completed are included.  Councillors are reminded that any queries should be raised with 
the General Manager prior to the meeting. 
 
Current Position: 
Details of actions taken/being taken are flagged for each motion.  Over time the register may grow in 
size because, whilst resolutions are actioned after the meeting, it is not always possible to resolve 
issues quickly, especially if other government agencies are involved or Council’s own in-house 
resources are stretched, Council has to prioritise work commitments. 
 
In these circumstances the register becomes the simple tool of keeping track of matters awaiting 
attention. 
 
Again, Councillors are reminded that any queries should be raised with the General Manager prior to 
the meeting as this would streamline the meeting process and also resolve minor issues more 
expediently. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Resolution Register. 
 
Governance Issues: 
Standard Procedure dictates that Council resolutions should be implemented as soon as practicably 
be achieved. 
 
Environmental Issues: 
Nil. 
 
Stakeholders: 
CMCC Council 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil. 
 
Conclusion: 
That the Resolution Register be received and noted.  It is requested that any queries be raised with 
the General Manager prior to meeting day to facilitate proceedings at the meeting. 
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Council’s Decision Action Report – October 2023 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Resolution Register October 2023 be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachment: 
Action Resolution Register.  
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CMCC ACTION RESOLUTION REGISTER 

 
27.06.22 

 
06/22/09 

 
That: 
1. Council join with the Far North West Joint Organisation 
and its member Councils in establishing a Shared Audit 
Risk and Improvement Committee in accordance with 
Section 428B of the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
2. That Council delegate authority to the Far North West 
Joint Organisation to appoint the chair and two (2) 
independent members from the Shared Audit Risk and 
Improvement Committee to serve the Far North West Joint 
Organisation, all three (3) members Council’s and 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council. 
 
3. That Council appoint Clr Bill Fisher to serve as the non-
voting board members on the ARIC for this Council only. 
 
4. That Council adopt the Drafts Terms of Reference 
developed for the operation of the Audit Risk and 
Improvement Committee noting the initial term to cater to 
the shorter period to be served by the current Council and 
the fact there is no current need for the Chair to be pre-
qualified at this stage. 
 

GM 

FNWJO have appointed Chair and committee. Meeting with 
member Councils held in November 2023 and this was 
attended by Mr. Ray Smith (Chairman), Ms. Liz Jeremy, Mr. 
Ron Gillard Committee Members, CMCC representative Cr. 
Bill Fisher and the General Manager Mike Urquhart. 
The Committee has requested the General Manager prepare 
a terms of reference for the next meeting scheduled for 
February 2024. 
The General Manager reported Council had approved 
funding for the engagement of a WH&S specialist to review 
Council’s policy and procedures for high risk activities such 
as roadside spraying.   

In Progress 

 
27.06.2022 
 
 
 

 
06/22-11 

 
1. That the report be received and noted. 
 
2. Media Awareness Program to be undertaken by GM in 
conjunction with distribution of flyers with rates notices 
 
 
 
 
 

GM 

Flyers to quarterly rate notices. Information to be advertised 
in constituent Council newsletter 
 
 
Media releases have been issued for Harrisia Cactus, St 
Johns Wort and Hudson Pear. 

Continuing 
 
 
 

Continuing 
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19.12.2022 
 

 
 
12/22/12 

 
 

(a) That Council receive the General Managers report 
 

(b) The General Manager liaise with the LLS and DPI 
in the development of a control plan for the area, 
and the Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 
actively participate in the roll out of all elements of 
the control program. 

 
(c) That the Hudson Pear Co-ordinator be invited to 

attend the next and subsequent meetings of CMCC 
to enable face to face updates of the Hudson Pear 
Control project and its progression.  

GM 

 
 
Containment project with CMCC managing initial stage 1 is 
now complete and LLS have appointed a co-ordinator and 
spray operator. 
 
 
 
Hudson Pear Co-ordinator has been invited to attended 
future CMCC meetings and update Councillors on the 
progress of containment and control of Hudson Pear in the 
Lightning Ridge district. 

Complete 
 
 
 
 

Complete 

 
26.06.23 
 
 

 
 

Action Request; 
 
Council depots have noxious weeds signs displayed and 
that the Senior Bio Security office attend all Council depots 
to provide information on noxious weeds to constituent 
Council Staff. 

SBO 
The Senior Bio Security Officer has commenced the roll-out 
of the training program. 

In progress 

 
28.08.23 
 
 
 

  
Action Request; 
That the General Manager contact Todd (LLS Coordinator) 
and request that he attend every CMCC Council meeting to 
provide an update on the Hudson Pear program. 
 

GM Co-ordinator invited to attend the bi-monthly meetings  In progress 

 
28.08.23 
 
 

 
06/23/08 

 
That; 

1. The Draft Annual Financial Reports for 2022/2023 
be referred to Council’s Auditor. 
 

2. The Chairperson, Deputy Chairperson, General 
Manager be authorised to sign the necessary 
Financial Statements. 
 

3. On receipt of the Audit Report, a copy be forwarded 
to the Office of Local Government and any other 
relevant statutory body. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GM 

 
 
 
Financials referred to auditor. 
 
 
Certificates duly signed by relevant parties. 
 
 
Waiting of audited financials. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Complete 
 

 
Complete 

 
 

Complete 
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4. Council delegate to the General Manager the 
authority to set the date at which the Auditor’s 
report and the Financial Statements be presented  

 

It is planned to submit the 22/23 Financials to the December 
23 Ordinary meeting. 

In progress 

 
28.08.23 
 
 

 
06/23/12 

 
That; 

1. The General Manager’s report be received. 
 

2. Council endorse the action of the General Manager 
in entering into a lease for the property situated at 
55 Fox Street Walgett for a period of two (2) years 
with a rental of $10,400 per annual (excluding GST) 
($200 per week) from SL and DJ Kelly. 

 
3. That lease fee be increase to $300 per week (plus 

GST) should part of the premises at 55 Fox Street 
be sublet. 

 
4. The General Manager continue investigations to 

sublet part of the premises at 55 Fox Street to 
offset annual lease costs. 

 
5. The Council Seal be affixed to the lease agreement 

and the General Manager be authorised to execute 
the lease documents. 

 
6. The General Manager be authorised to execute any 

sub-lease documents. 
 

GM 

The lease has been duly executed and returned to the 
Solicitors and Council will be issuing a licence to Regional 
NSW for the lease of office space at the Walgett office in Fox 
Street Walgett. 

Complete 
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ITEM 10.2 CIRCULARS RECEIVED FROM THE NSW OFFICE OF LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   

 
Summary: 
Copies of circulars received from the Local Government Office Department of Premier and Cabinet 
are attached for Councillors information. Circulars are emailed to Councillors when published from 
LGNSW. 

 
Background: 
The General Manager has listed the following circulars issued by the Office of Local Government: 
 

• 23-13 Release of the Information and Privacy Commission’s follow up of audit of councils’ 
compliance with open access requirements in relation to returns of interests 
 

• 23-14 Public Spaces (unattended Property) Act 2021 – Commencement of Special 
arrangements for stock animals in emergencies 
 

Governance Issues: 
All circulars have Governance implications. Where necessary the subject of particular circulars will be 
raised in following reports. 
 
Stakeholders:  
Councillors 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
Obviously some circulars will have a financial impact and where this is the case, Councillors particular 
attention will be drawn to them. 
 
Conclusion: 
Council will need to comply with the various requirements set out in the circulars. 
 
 

Circulars Received From the NSW Office of Local Government  

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the information contained in the following Departmental circulars 23-13 to 23-14 from the Local 
Government Division Department of Premier and Cabinet be received and noted.  
 
Moved:   
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachments:  
Circulars 23-13 to 23-14 
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ITEM 10.3 CASH ON HAND AND INVESTMENT REPORT AS AT 31st OCTOBER 
2023  
 
REPORTING SECTION: Executive 
AUTHOR:    Rebecca Wilson – Administration Officer   

 

Summary: 
This report provides a summary and analysis of Council’s cash and investments for the period 
ending 31st October 2023. 
 
Background: 
The investment portfolio consists of bank accounts and fixed rate interest bearing deposits. The 
portfolio is regularly reviewed to maximise investment performance and minimise risk. Council's 
investment portfolio is not subject to share market volatility. 
 
Comparisons are regularly made between existing investments with available products that are not 
part of Council's portfolio, but that meet Council’s policy guidelines. 
 
All investments at 31st October 2023 are compliant with the Relevant Reference Documents and 
Policies listed later in this report. 

 
Current Position: 
Council at 31st October 2023 held a total of $787,523.80 in on-call and interest bearing deposits with 
financial institutions within Australia. All investments are held with approved deposit taking institutions 
with a short term rating A-2(A2)/BBB or higher. Council does not have any exposure to unrated 
institutions. 
 
31st October 2023 

Investment 
Number 

Date 
invested 

Amount 

$ 

Lodged 

With 

Rate % 
per 

annum 

Term Due Date 

General 
Fund Bank 
Account 
Balance  

 $287,523.80 CBA 3.75%  N/A 

TD39636351
7 

10.05.2023 $500,000.00 AMP 4.95% 184 
days 

10/11/2023 

TOTAL  $787,523.80     

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Local Government Act (NSW), 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 
Ministerial Investment Order 5th January 2016 
Investment Policy  
 

Governance issues: 

Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
As per report 



Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –4th December 2023 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

44 

 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 
Constituent Councils 
Residents of Constituent Councils 
Financial Institutions 
 
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 

1. I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in 

accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local 

Government (General) Regulation 2021, the Investment Order (of the Minister) 5th January 

2016 and Council’s Investments Policy. 

2. I hereby certify that Council’s cash book and ledger have been reconciled to the bank 

statement as at the end of month. 

 

Michael J Urquhart 

General Manager – Responsible Accounting Officer 

 

Conclusion: 
 
As at 31st October 2023, Council’s available cash and invested funds totalled $787,523.80 
 

Cash and Investment Reports – 31st October 2023 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the investment report for 31st October 2023 be received and noted. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded: 
 

 
Attachments:  
Nil 
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ITEM 10.4 ADOPTION OF ORGANISATION STRUCTURE 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   

 

Summary: 
This report is presented to Council for consideration and adoption of the revised organisational 
structure. 
 
Background: 
The General Manager presents the reviewed organisational structure to Council in accordance with 
Section 333 of the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
Current Position: 
Council’s operational workforce now has a full complement of Bio Security Officers with the 
employment of an officer for the Walgett LGA based in Walgett Shire. 
Furthermore, Council in August formally endorsed the action of the Chairman in approving the 
employment of a part-time Administration Officer also based in Walgett. This decision came about 
with the cessation of administrative support by Walgett Shire Council.  
 

Relevant Documents/Policies: 

Local Government Act 1993 

Model Code of Conduct for Local Councils in NSW 

Local Government State Award 2021 

 

Stakeholders: 

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 

Constituent Councils 

 
Governance issues: 
Council compliance with the above legislation. 

Environmental issues: 
NIL. 
 
Financial Implications: 
Provision is made in the current operational plan for the proposed organisational structure. The long 
-term financial plan will be amended in 2024 to reflect the new organisational structure. 
 
Legal issues: 
NIL. 
 
Alternative solutions:  
Council does not adopt the organisational structure. 
 
Conclusion: 
The writer recommends to Council the organisation structure as presented, be adopted.  
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ADOPTION OF ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receives and adopts the Organisation Structure as presented. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded: 
 

 
 
Attachments: 
CMCC Organisational Structure 
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Current Organisational Structure 

 
  

           
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 

            
       
 
 
 
 
   
                

 
       
     
 
 
General Manager:  This position is part-time and currently held by Michael Urquhart. The 

General Manager is responsible for the management of CMCC in 
accordance with the LGA 1993. 

 
Administration Officer:      This is a part-time position based at Councils administration office in 

Walgett. The Administration Officer is responsible for payroll, accounts 
receivable, accounts payable, records management, customer service, 
finance and personal assistant to the General Manager. 

 
Senior Biosecurity Officer: This position is a full-time position with the Senior Biosecurity Officer 

being responsible for the day to day management of CMCC and 
supervision of District Biosecurity Officers. The position is based at our 
Coonabarabran Depot. 

 
Biosecurity Officers: These positions are on a full time/casual/contract basis with duties 

including but not limited to property inspections for the presence of 
invasive plants on private lands and Council controlled lands, raising 
community awareness through public awareness programs in their 
designated Shires. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Castlereagh Macquarie County 

Council 

(10 Councillors) 

CASTLEREAGH MACQUARIE COUNTY COUNCIL 

GENERAL MANAGER  

 (Part Time) 

Senior Biosecurity Officer 

BIOSECURITY 

OFFICER              

(Gilgandra)  

 

BIOSECURITY 

OFFICER              

(Warren)  

 

BIOSECURITY 

OFFICER              

(Warrumbungle)  

 

BIOSECURITY 

OFFICER              

(Coonamble)  

 

Administrative Support 

(Part-time) 

BIOSECURITY 

OFFICER              

(Walgett)  
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ITEM 10.5 GOVERNMENTINFORMATION PUBLIC ACCESS ACT – (GIPA) – 
ANNUAL REPORT 2022-23 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Executive  
AUTHOR:    Rebecca Wilson – Administration Officer   

 

Summary: 
This report is provided to Council for adoption of its annual GIPA return. 

 

Background:  
 
On the 1st July 2010 the Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 (GIPA Act) came into 

effect.  

 

Current Position: 

Council is required to prepare an annual report in accordance with the requirements of section 125 

of the GIPA Act and clause 7 of the GIPA Regulation. The annual report is also required to include 

statistical information on formal access applications in the form required by Schedule 2 of the GIPA 

Regulation. 

 

Upon adoption of the attached annual report Council shall forward a Web link to the Information 

Commissioner. 

 

Governance issues: 
Council must comply with the reporting requirements under the GIPA Act and GIPA regulation. 

 

Environmental issues: 
NIL. 

 

Stakeholders: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 

Information and Privacy Commission New South Wales 

 

Financial Implications: 
NIL 

 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 
NIL 

 

Conclusion: 
Council adopt the attached Annual GIPA Report. 
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Government Information Public Access Act – Annual Report 

 

Recommendation: 

 

That; 
 1. the Administration Officers report be received 
 
 2. Council adopt the attached GIPA Annual Report for 2022/2023 
 
 3. The information Commissioner be sent a link to Council’s 2022/2023 Annual Report. 
 
Moved:  

Seconded:   

 

 

Attachments: 

Annual GIPA Report 2022/23 
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ITEM 10.6 PUBLIC INTEREST DISCLOSURE – ANNUAL REPORT 
 

REPORTING SECTION: Executive  
AUTHOR:    Rebecca Wilson – Administration Officer   

 
Summary: 
This report provides Council with information for the adoption of the 2022/2023 Annual Public 

Interest Disclosure report. 

 

Background:  
In March 2011 amendments were made to the Public Interest Act 1994 and Council is required to 

report annually on its obligations under the PID Act. This report must be in accordance with the 

requirements of section 31 of the PID Act and clause 4 of the Public Interest Regulation. 

 

Current Position: 
 
Commentary on PID obligations 

What actions the head of the public authority has taken to ensure his or her staff awareness 

responsibilities under section 6E(1)(b) of the PID Act have been met. 

 

Statistical information on PIDs (clause 4(a)-(c)-PID Regulations) 

 Made by 

public 

officials 

performing 

their day to 

day functions 

Under a 

statutory or 

other legal 

obligation 

All other 

PIDs 

Number of public officials who made PIDs 

directly 
0 0 0 

Number of PIDs received 0 0 0 

Of PIDs received, number primarily about:    

Corrupt conduct 0 0 0 

Maladministration 0 0 0 

Serious and substantial waste 0 0 0 

Government information contravention 0 0 0 

Local government pecuniary interest 

contravention 
0 0 0 

Number of PIDs finalised 0 

 

Governance issues: 
Council as an agency has obligations under the Public Interest Disclosures Act and Regulation. 

 

Environmental issues: 
NIL. 

 

Stakeholders: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council  

 

Financial Implications: 
NIL  
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Alternative Solutions/Options: 
NIL 

 

Conclusion: 
The 2022/2023 Public Interest Disclosures Annual Report as detailed above is tabled for adoption. 

 

PID Annual Report  

 
Recommendation: 
 
That; 
 
 1.The Administration Officers report be received 
 
 2. Council adopt the 2022/23 Public Interest Disclosures Annual Report 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 

Attachments: 

Nil 
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ITEM 10.7 AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND AUDIT REPORT 
 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   

 
Summary: 
This report is to recommend that Council formally receives the Audited Financial Reports together 
with the Auditor’s Reports for the period 1 July 2022 to 30 June 2023. 
 

Background: 
Council in accordance with Section 419 (1) of the Local Government Act 1993 must present its audited 

financial accounts together with the auditor’s report at a meeting of Council. 

 
Current Position: 
Copies of Council’s Audited Financial Reports and Auditor’s Report are provided under separate 
cover. 
 
NET OPERATING RESULT 

For the year ended 30th June 2023 Council’s operating result was a surplus of $9,000 before capital 

grants and contributions. The original budget forecast was an operating surplus of $35,560. 

 

WORKING CAPITAL 

The “Working Capital” approach is another financial indicator that identifies Council’s liquidity or 

capacity to fund the day to day general purpose operations and delivery of services to the Constituent 

Councils and community in the short to medium term. It’s also a measure of an organisation’s 

operational efficiency and short-term health. For the year ended 30th June 2023 Council’s operations 

posted a working capital surplus of $9,000 which increased the accumulation account leaving a year-

end balance of $834,000.  

 

At years end the “working capital” consisted of cash, inventories (stores) and net sundry 

creditors/debtors.  

 

Stores                       $79,000 

Unrestricted Cash            $697,000 

Net creditor/debtor             $58,000 

Total                       $834,000 

 

CASH AND INVESTMENTS 

Council’s overall cash position has decreased by $51,000 throughout the year with a year-end closing 

balance of $1,081,000. The cash and investments are held for the following purposes. 

 

Internal Restrictions 

Plant Reserve                                                     37,000 

Building Reserve    20,000 

Employees Leave Reserve               96,000 

Unrestricted Cash                    697,000 

           Sub-total     $850,000 

External Restrictions 

Government grants                                                                   231,000 

          Total    $1,081,000 
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Local Government Industry Financial Performance Indicators  

 

1. Operating Performance Ratio 
This ration measures Council’s achievement of containing operating expenditure within 

operating revenue. 

Benchmark > =0.00%. Council result (2.53%). The negative result has occurred due to the 

increased roadside control program that was approved at budget for the St Johns Wort in 

Warrumbungle Shire LGA>. 

 

2. Unrestricted Current Ratio 
This ratio assesses the adequacy of working capital and its ability to satisfy obligations in the 

short term for the unrestricted activities of Council. 

Benchmark > = 1.5 times Council result 5.78times 

 

3. Cash Expense Cover Ratio 
This ratio measures the number of months a Council can continue paying for its immediate 

expenses without additional cash inflow. 

Benchmark >=3.00 months. Council result 6.63 months.  

   

Council remains in a very sound financial position having met two (2) of the three (3) above 

performance indicators in 2022/2023.  

 

Conclusion. 

Council’s overall working capital position has improved with the accumulation account at a healthy 

$834,000. This level of working capital when considered in conjunction with the long term internal 

reserves is an excellent financial position.  

 

Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Local Government Act (1993) 
Financial Reports and Auditors Report to 30 June 2023 
 
Governance issues: 
Presentation to Council of the Annual Financial Statements is a key governance requirement and 

forms part of Council’s reporting to the community. 

 

Environmental issues: 
There are no identified environmental issues in relation to this matter. 

 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 
There are no alternative solutions / options. 

 
Stakeholders: 
Office of Local Government 
NSW Audit Office 
Nexia Sydney  
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 
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Financial Implications: 
The Financial implications for Council are detailed in the auditor’s report and the supporting ratios. It 

should be noted Council made a conscious decision to once again increase the St Johns Wort 

roadside control program in Warrumbungle Shire LGA. 

 

The sound financial position provides the flexibility for Council to further increase control programs in 

the coming years.  

 

2022/2023 Audited Financial Statements and Audit Report 

 

Recommendation: 

 

That Council receive adopt  the Audited Financial Reports together with the Auditor’s Reports for the 
period 1 July 2022 to 30 June 2023. 
 

Moved:  

Seconded:   

 

 

Attachments: 

Audited Primary Financial Statements for year ended 30 June 2023. 

See the 2022-2023 Annual Report or Councils web page for a complete set of 2023 financials. 
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ITEM 10.8 ANNUAL REPORT 2022/2023 
 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   

 
Summary: 
This report provides tables the Annual Report highlighting Council’s achievements for 2022/2023. 

 

Background:  
In accordance Section 428 of the Local Government Act 1993 Council must within five (5) months 

after the end of year prepare a report on achievements and the effectiveness of the principal activities 

undertaken in achieving the objectives. 

 

Current Position: 
The Annual Report is attached for Council’s information. 2022/2023 has been an exceptional year in 

terms of Council attaining its many strategic objectives along with a number of new projects around 

Parkinsonia and Hudson Pear, both of which had positive results after a collaborative approach with 

DPI. 

 

Governance issues: 
Local Government Act 1993 

Local Government Regulation (2021) 

 

Environmental issues: 
N/A 

 

Stakeholders: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 

Constituent Councils 

 

Financial Implications: 
NIL 

 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 
NIL 

 

Conclusion: 
Council should note the progress made during the 2022/2023 year. 

 

Annual Report 2022/2023 

Recommendation: 
 
That Council formally adopts its Annual Report for 2022/2023. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 

Attachments: 
Annual Report 2022/2023 – Under Separate Cover 
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ITEM 10.9 IMPORTANT DATES – UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   

 

Summary: 
A list of upcoming meetings and events is provided for Councillors information.  
 
Background: 
This report provides Councillors with an overview of upcoming meetings and events that Castlereagh 
Macquarie County Council staff are involved in.  

 
Current Position: 
Councillors are requested to raise any queries prior to the meetings listed. 
 
Conclusion:  
Provided there are no changes it is appropriate to receive and note the information. 
 

Important Dates For Councillors - Upcoming Meetings & Events 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the list of upcoming meetings and events. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded: 

 

Attachments: 

Calendar of events 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –4th December 2023 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

68 

IMPORTANT DATES - Upcoming Meetings and Events – 2023 

 

DATE  MEETING/FUNCTION  LOCATION  NOTES  

4th December 2023 CMCC Council Meeting 

Presentation to Matt 

Savage & Xmas Lunch 

Coonamble Shire Council 

Chambers 

Councillors, GM & 

Senior Bio Security 

Officer, and all Bio 

Security Officers 

5th December 2023 Central West Regional 

Meeting 

 Condobolin  Senior Bio Security 

Officer 

22nd December 

2023 

Christmas Closure 

Period for CMCC Bio 

Security Staff 
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11. BIOSECURITY REPORT 
 

ITEM 11.1 QUARTERLY BIOSECUIRTY REPORT 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Biosecurity Control Works 
AUTHOR:    Andrea Fletcher   

 

Summary: 
The attached report is provides an update of biosecurity matters in the County Council area. 

 

Background:  
Council has an obligation in accordance with the Biosecurity Act 2015 to prevent, eliminate, minimise, 

and manage biosecurity risks in the County Council local government area. 

 

Current Position: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council provides funding to resource its obligation in accordance with 

the Biosecurity Act 2015, and the adopted Delivery Program and Operational Plan set out the 

activities, objectives and performance measures necessary for compliance. 

 
Governance issues: 
Biosecurity Act 2015 

Local Government Act 1993  

 

Environmental issues: 
Any environmental issues are detailed in the attached update. 

 

Stakeholders: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council  

Constituent Councils 

County Council LGA Ratepayers 

 

Financial Implications: 
Control and compliance operational expenditure matters are funded from the annual operational 

budget. 

 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 
There are no alternate options. 
 

Conclusion: 
The Senior Biosecurity Officer submits the attached report for Councils information. 

 

Quarterly Biosecurity Report 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the report be received and noted 
 

Moved:   
Seconded: 

 

Attachments: 

Senior Biosecurity Officer Information on control activities. 
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Senior Biosecurity Report December 2023 
 

Hudson Pear-Calrose Road/Holly Wood Lane TSR, Walgett Shire. 25 staff from Castlereagh 

Macquarie County Council and Local Land Services coordinated another walk through of the TSR 

inspecting Hudson Pear. This site has had previous infestations stopping cattle access, no plants 

were found. 

Hudson Pear – Another walk through inspection was carried out 31st October 2023 at “Wilgadeen” 

Pilliga Road Coonamble (43km from Coonamble, heading towards the Pilliga finding no plants. This 

area joins a private property and a Reserve known as Hollywood Reserve and adjacent is a National 

Park all of these areas have had Hudson Pear infestations, no plants were found on these sites. On 

a quarterly basis landowners, National Parkes, Local Land Services and Castlereagh Macquarie 

County Council meet on site for a walk through inspection of the areas. 

Hudson Pear-Quanda, Coonamble Shire. A walk through was held on Tuesday 14th November with 

30 volunteers from Central West Councils, National Parkes, Crown lands, Central West Local Land 

Services, North West Local Land Services coming together to spot spray Hudson Pear. It is estimated 

that 1500-2000 plants where sprayed which hopefully will annihilate the next generation of Hudson 

Pear. The site has been disturbed after having tracks and boundary fences cleared this year. While 

the tracks were necessary for access small plants from .5 cm to 3 cm were found. It was a very 

successful event and a great example of cross agency collaboration and what can be done when we 

all work together. We are very appreciative of the volunteers who worked hard on the day. ABC were 

there to do a story on site and interviewed volunteers. 

 

 

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council have been involved in many education and awareness 

YouTube videos and podcasts for Hudson Pear overtime which are worth viewing and sharing. 

SUMMIT BIOSECURITY AND THE HUDSON PEAR - YouTube 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5hnG497rLM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5hnG497rLM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5hnG497rLM
https://www.google.com/search?q=utube+hudson+pear&sca_esv=584366068&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU1036AU1036&sxsrf=AM9HkKn2XXtJnIzLIkqpO3BOQcx6GtQbhg%3A1700597564245&ei=PA9dZaLLDo_5hwOakIyoCg&ved=0ahUKEwii2ePN89WCAxWP_GEKHRoIA6UQ4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=utube+hudson+pear&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiEXV0dWJlIGh1ZHNvbiBwZWFyMgcQIRigARgKSOYiUNUEWOIccAF4AZABAJgBkwKgAfEUqgEFMC4zLjm4AQPIAQD4AQHCAgoQABhHGNYEGLADwgINEAAYgAQYigUYsAMYQ8ICExAuGIAEGIoFGMgDGLADGEPYAQHCAg0QABiABBixAxiDARgKwgIQEAAYgAQYigUYsQMYgwEYQ8ICChAAGIAEGLEDGArCAhEQABiABBiKBRixAxiDARiRAsICCxAAGIAEGIoFGJECwgIHEAAYgAQYCsICBxAAGIAEGA3CAgYQABgWGB7iAwQYACBB4gMFEgExIECIBgGQBgu6BgQIARgI&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=utube+hudson+pear&sca_esv=584366068&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU1036AU1036&sxsrf=AM9HkKn2XXtJnIzLIkqpO3BOQcx6GtQbhg%3A1700597564245&ei=PA9dZaLLDo_5hwOakIyoCg&ved=0ahUKEwii2ePN89WCAxWP_GEKHRoIA6UQ4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=utube+hudson+pear&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiEXV0dWJlIGh1ZHNvbiBwZWFyMgcQIRigARgKSOYiUNUEWOIccAF4AZABAJgBkwKgAfEUqgEFMC4zLjm4AQPIAQD4AQHCAgoQABhHGNYEGLADwgINEAAYgAQYigUYsAMYQ8ICExAuGIAEGIoFGMgDGLADGEPYAQHCAg0QABiABBixAxiDARgKwgIQEAAYgAQYigUYsQMYgwEYQ8ICChAAGIAEGLEDGArCAhEQABiABBiKBRixAxiDARiRAsICCxAAGIAEGIoFGJECwgIHEAAYgAQYCsICBxAAGIAEGA3CAgYQABgWGB7iAwQYACBB4gMFEgExIECIBgGQBgu6BgQIARgI&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
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Join Andy Fletcher a Senior Biosecurity Weeds Officer with Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 

as she discusses how using SUMMIT has streamlined processes, brought teams across the State 

together and helped them track and control an infestation weed called Hudson Pear across 

Australia. 

 

 

 

How to Biocontrol the Hudson Pear with Summit Biosecurity 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
YouTube channels  
1. What is Hudson pear?   

2. What is cochineal and how does it work?   

3. Don Mackenzie Weed Biocontrol Facility   

4. Collecting cladodes   

5. Storing and transporting cladodes   

6. Releasing infected cladodes Hurry up and wait!   

7. GPS and mapping   

8. Control methods   

9. Stop the spread of hygiene   

10. Program and conclusion   
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=js4qqLir81g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=js4qqLir81g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=js4qqLir81g
https://www.google.com/search?q=utube+hudson+pear&sca_esv=584366068&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU1036AU1036&sxsrf=AM9HkKn2XXtJnIzLIkqpO3BOQcx6GtQbhg%3A1700597564245&ei=PA9dZaLLDo_5hwOakIyoCg&ved=0ahUKEwii2ePN89WCAxWP_GEKHRoIA6UQ4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=utube+hudson+pear&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiEXV0dWJlIGh1ZHNvbiBwZWFyMgcQIRigARgKSOYiUNUEWOIccAF4AZABAJgBkwKgAfEUqgEFMC4zLjm4AQPIAQD4AQHCAgoQABhHGNYEGLADwgINEAAYgAQYigUYsAMYQ8ICExAuGIAEGIoFGMgDGLADGEPYAQHCAg0QABiABBixAxiDARgKwgIQEAAYgAQYigUYsQMYgwEYQ8ICChAAGIAEGLEDGArCAhEQABiABBiKBRixAxiDARiRAsICCxAAGIAEGIoFGJECwgIHEAAYgAQYCsICBxAAGIAEGA3CAgYQABgWGB7iAwQYACBB4gMFEgExIECIBgGQBgu6BgQIARgI&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=utube+hudson+pear&sca_esv=584366068&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU1036AU1036&sxsrf=AM9HkKn2XXtJnIzLIkqpO3BOQcx6GtQbhg%3A1700597564245&ei=PA9dZaLLDo_5hwOakIyoCg&ved=0ahUKEwii2ePN89WCAxWP_GEKHRoIA6UQ4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=utube+hudson+pear&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiEXV0dWJlIGh1ZHNvbiBwZWFyMgcQIRigARgKSOYiUNUEWOIccAF4AZABAJgBkwKgAfEUqgEFMC4zLjm4AQPIAQD4AQHCAgoQABhHGNYEGLADwgINEAAYgAQYigUYsAMYQ8ICExAuGIAEGIoFGMgDGLADGEPYAQHCAg0QABiABBixAxiDARgKwgIQEAAYgAQYigUYsQMYgwEYQ8ICChAAGIAEGLEDGArCAhEQABiABBiKBRixAxiDARiRAsICCxAAGIAEGIoFGJECwgIHEAAYgAQYCsICBxAAGIAEGA3CAgYQABgWGB7iAwQYACBB4gMFEgExIECIBgGQBgu6BgQIARgI&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=utube+hudson+pear&sca_esv=584366068&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU1036AU1036&sxsrf=AM9HkKn2XXtJnIzLIkqpO3BOQcx6GtQbhg%3A1700597564245&ei=PA9dZaLLDo_5hwOakIyoCg&ved=0ahUKEwii2ePN89WCAxWP_GEKHRoIA6UQ4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=utube+hudson+pear&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiEXV0dWJlIGh1ZHNvbiBwZWFyMgcQIRigARgKSOYiUNUEWOIccAF4AZABAJgBkwKgAfEUqgEFMC4zLjm4AQPIAQD4AQHCAgoQABhHGNYEGLADwgINEAAYgAQYigUYsAMYQ8ICExAuGIAEGIoFGMgDGLADGEPYAQHCAg0QABiABBixAxiDARgKwgIQEAAYgAQYigUYsQMYgwEYQ8ICChAAGIAEGLEDGArCAhEQABiABBiKBRixAxiDARiRAsICCxAAGIAEGIoFGJECwgIHEAAYgAQYCsICBxAAGIAEGA3CAgYQABgWGB7iAwQYACBB4gMFEgExIECIBgGQBgu6BgQIARgI&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=utube+hudson+pear&sca_esv=584366068&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU1036AU1036&sxsrf=AM9HkKn2XXtJnIzLIkqpO3BOQcx6GtQbhg%3A1700597564245&ei=PA9dZaLLDo_5hwOakIyoCg&ved=0ahUKEwii2ePN89WCAxWP_GEKHRoIA6UQ4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=utube+hudson+pear&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiEXV0dWJlIGh1ZHNvbiBwZWFyMgcQIRigARgKSOYiUNUEWOIccAF4AZABAJgBkwKgAfEUqgEFMC4zLjm4AQPIAQD4AQHCAgoQABhHGNYEGLADwgINEAAYgAQYigUYsAMYQ8ICExAuGIAEGIoFGMgDGLADGEPYAQHCAg0QABiABBixAxiDARgKwgIQEAAYgAQYigUYsQMYgwEYQ8ICChAAGIAEGLEDGArCAhEQABiABBiKBRixAxiDARiRAsICCxAAGIAEGIoFGJECwgIHEAAYgAQYCsICBxAAGIAEGA3CAgYQABgWGB7iAwQYACBB4gMFEgExIECIBgGQBgu6BgQIARgI&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://m.facebook.com/CentralWestLLS/videos/seeds-for-success-andy-fletcher/1124172448087869/
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0:38 

Podcast - Seeds for Success: Andy Fletcher 
Did you catch our latest Seeds for Success podcast episode? Andy Fletcher is a dedicated and 
passionate weeds officer for the Castlereagh Macquarie County Council based out of 
Coonabarabran. No matter how big the weed problem is, she will have a go at getting on top of it. In 
this episode Andy talks to our mixed farming adviser Callen Thompson about some of the biocontrol 
projects she's been involved with to help manage Blue Heliotrope and Hudson Pear. 
 
 

 
 

Truck Advertising – Truck advertising was discussed at our Central West Operations Group 

meeting and the group agreed that they would like to progress with this campaign as fodder 

movements are likely to increase if the drought sets in.  It was agreed the Parthenium Weed 

advertisement on trucks would be most appropriate as this is our biggest threat to our region. 

 

St Johns Wort Demonstration sites – Three St Johns Wort demonstration sites across the region 

have been established – Coolah, Greenfell and Wellington. Workshops have been organized for: 

*Grenfell – St Johns Wort and biological field day 28th November 2023 

*Wellington- St Johns Wort and Livestock Nutrition field day 30th November 2023 

*Coolah-St Johns Wort and Livestock Nutrition field day 1st December 2023 

Trial sites are progressing well updates ongoing. 
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St John’s Wort & Livestock Nutrition Field Day  
 
Come along to our upcoming field day in Coolah to look at the control of St John’s Wort and to hear 
about livestock nutrition.  
Topics include:  
• • Livestock rations  
• • Supplementary feeding  
• • Early weaning  
• • Herbicide options for St John’s Wort  
 
A field walk is also included to see the St John’s Wort herbicide demo. 
Morning tea and lunch will be provided. So please RSVP for catering 
purposes.  
 
Date: Friday, 1st December  
Time: 9am – 2:30pm  
Location: Coolah Community Hall, 10-12 Binnia Street, Coolah, NSW  
RSVP by: Friday, 24th November  
Contact: jodie.lawler@lls.nsw.gov.au | 0437 842 214 
 

 

Blue Heliotrope-After 3 years of input the Blue Heliotrope manual has now been printed. This manual 

is also on-line however if anyone would like a printed copy please let me know.   

 

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Weeds Bus Tour -  Sunday 29th October 2023 Castlereagh 

Macquarie County Council General Manager and Councillor’s travelled to Coonabarabran for a weeds 

bus tour. While there were more lollies than weeds to see, the afternoon was most pleasurable hearing 

the interest for what happens on ground. 

The African Olive site on Warrumbungle Way, Mendooran Road attracted great interest. This site is 

5km with widths of 20 and 50 meters and had a 100 % density infestation. CMCC started this project 

under an eradication program and the outcome is outstanding. It is a site that shows using several 

techniques to stay in budget and to get the right results are achievable.   
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Highlight of the afternoon was a tour was a personalised tour by Clr Zoe Holcombe at the Siding 

Spring Obseratory. The Obseratory is Australias premier optical astronomical research facility. 

Located 27 kilometres west of Coonabarabran on the edge of the Warrumbungle National Park, it is 

home th Australias largest optical telescopes. Clr Zoe Holcombes knowledge of the facility was 

remarkable and a warm thankyou and appreciation goes to her for a fantastic tour. 

 
 



 

75 

 

 
 

 

 



Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –4th December 2023 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

76 

 

 

 



Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –4th December 2023 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

77 

 

 

 



Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –4th December 2023 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

78 

 

 

 



Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –4th December 2023 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

79 

 

 

 

 



Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –4th December 2023 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

80 

 

 

 

 



Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –4th December 2023 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

81 

 

 

 



Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –4th December 2023 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

82 

 

 

 



 

83 

 

12. QUESTIONS FOR NEXT MEETING 
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13. CONFIRMATION DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

Date: 26th February 2024, in Coonamble  
 

14. CLOSE OF MEETING 
 

 Time: ……………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


