
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA FOR  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

 

Monday, 24th June 2024 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to clause 7 of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice 
that the Council Meeting of Castlereagh Macquarie County Council will be held at the 
Coonamble Shire Council Chambers on 24th June 2024 commencing at 10:30am to 
discuss the items listed in the Agenda. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Urquhart 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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1. OPENING OF MEETING 
 

Time:  am 

 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS 
 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land we gather upon today and pay respect to the 
Elders both past, present and emerging. 
 

3. LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 

Leave of Absence 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the leave of absence received from _________________are accepted and a leave of absence 
granted. 
 
Moved:   
Seconded:  
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4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 

Councillors and senior staff are reminded of their obligation to declare their interest in any matters 

listed before them.  

In considering your interest you are reminded to include pecuniary, non-pecuniary and conflicts of 

interest as well as any other interest you perceive or may be perceived of you.  

Councillors may declare an interest at the commencement of the meeting, or alternatively at any 

time during the meeting should any issue progress or arise that would warrant a declaration.  

Councillors must state their reasons in declaring any type of interest.  

Councillor Item No. Pecuniary/ 
Non-Pecuniary 

Reason 
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5. PUBLIC PRESENTATION  
 

 
SPEAKER 

 

 
TOPIC 

 
Todd Pallister – Local Land Services 

 

 
Update on the Hudson Pear Programme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –24th June 2024 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

6 

6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES/MATTERS ARISING 
 

6.1 MINUTES OF ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD 6th March 2024 
 

Minutes of Ordinary Council Meeting – 29th April 2024 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the minutes of the ordinary Council meeting held 29th April 2024, having been circulated be 
confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachments: 
Meeting Minutes – 29th April 2024 
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7. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 

Reports of Committees 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the agenda and minutes of the Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee and the Central West 
Regional Weeds Committee Meetings be received and noted.  
 
Moved: 
Seconded:  
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7.1 ARIC MEETING AGENDA – MAY 2024 
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7.2 ARIC MEETING DRAFT MINUTES – MAY 2024 
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7.3 CW REGIONAL WEEDS COMMITTEE MEETING AGENDA 
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7.4 CW REGIONAL WEEDS COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
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7.6 CW REGIONAL WEEDS OPERATIONS GROUP MEETING MINUTES 
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8. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

Correspondence for April 2024 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the correspondence be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded: 
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ITEM 8.1 HUDSON PEAR PRESS – JUNE 2024  
 

  

 
 

 

Local Land 
Services 

 

 

 

June 2024 edition 
   

 

The Hudson Pear Press 
  

   

 

 

Welcome to the Hudson Pear Press, an e-newsletter from North West Local Land 

Services providing updates on the control of Hudson Pear in the region. 

 

 

 
  
  

  

 

In this edition 

Contractor spraying 

 

Targeting tourists to stop 

the spread 

 

 

https://comms.lls.nsw.gov.au/link/id/zzzz666a83141455c176Pzzzz6541a655a4934664/page.html
https://comms.lls.nsw.gov.au/link/id/zzzz666a831414bb2637Pzzzz6541a655a4934664/page.html
https://comms.lls.nsw.gov.au/link/id/zzzz666a831414bb2637Pzzzz6541a655a4934664/page.html
https://comms.lls.nsw.gov.au/link/id/zzzz666a831413208441Pzzzz6541a655a4934664/page.html
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Contractor spraying 

 

North West Local Land Services and Castlereagh 

Macquarie County Council are working on deploying 

contractors on various sites around Lightning Ridge, 

Cumborah and the Grawin/Glengarry opal fields area to 

undertake containment spraying of Hudson Pear. 

 

This spraying will focus on spraying known outliers 

around the edges of the core infestation whilst also 

target roads and tracks to help stop the spread of 

Hudson Pear around the area. 

 

 

Hudson Pear on the 

Barwon 

 

Fire ground monitoring 

 

Cochineal on the 

comeback! 

 

Upcoming events 

  

 

 

   

 

   

 

 

Targeting tourists to stop the spread 

 

North West Local Land Services have been organising information stalls to target 

tourists that are unaware of Hudson Pear and the issues it can cause if care is not taken. 

 

 

https://comms.lls.nsw.gov.au/link/id/zzzz666a8314154e0760Pzzzz6541a655a4934664/page.html
https://comms.lls.nsw.gov.au/link/id/zzzz666a8314154e0760Pzzzz6541a655a4934664/page.html
https://comms.lls.nsw.gov.au/link/id/zzzz666a8beb3535b009Pzzzz6541a655a4934664/page.html
https://comms.lls.nsw.gov.au/link/id/zzzz666a8dff4ae6a405Pzzzz6541a655a4934664/page.html
https://comms.lls.nsw.gov.au/link/id/zzzz666a8dff4ae6a405Pzzzz6541a655a4934664/page.html
https://comms.lls.nsw.gov.au/link/id/zzzz666a831415d7f017Pzzzz6541a655a4934664/page.html
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Information stalls are currently being set up in various locations once a week for the 

tourist season. Our team will be popping up around Glengarry, Grawin Opal Fields and 

Lightning Ridge. 

 

The first information stalls have been held on 6 and 13 June at the Lightning Ridge 

Visitors Information Centre and The Sheepyard Inn, and we received lots of questions 

from visitors about the 'Come Clean, Go Clean' advice.  

 

We will continue to spread awareness of Hudson Pear over the coming busy months to 

help stop its spread. 

  

   

 

   

 

Hudson Pear on the Barwon 

 

A Hudson Pear plant was located on the Dangar Bridge 5km North of Walgett and 

approximately 40km from the nearest core infestation. 

 

The plant was destroyed and the area was inspected with no other plants located. 

Ongoing surveillance of the areas will be undertaken. 
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This is a timely reminder to follow the ‘Come Clean Go Clean’ guidance to reduce the 

risk of Hudson Pear spreading beyond the core infestations. 

 

Remember you can report Hudson Pear sightings outside of the core infestation to 

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council (msavage@cmcc.nsw.gov.au or 0427 253 463).  

   

   

 

Fire ground monitoring 

Observations of the Hudson Fire area so 

far show that although some plants 

appear to have been completely burnt, 

regrowth is occurring from the less 

damaged extremities or base of the 

plant. 

 

Whilst the fire did not totally destroy the 

majority of Hudson Pear plants, across 

the fire ground there is an increasing 

presence of the cochineal biocontrol 

occurring on the regrowth and partially 

burnt plants. Cochineal has been 

observed even on the smaller plants 

hiding in the grass. 

 

 

   

 

 

 
  
 

 

 

  

Cochineal on the comeback! 

The cochineal is now back in action after unfavourable wet conditions appeared to 

dampen the bite of the cochineal bug. 
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The recently more favourable conditions have provided positive critical mass results and 

poor plant health at the Cumborah and Grawin biocontrol monitoring sites.  

 

 

Upcoming events 

 

Come and chat to our friendly team at our pop-up information 

stalls:                                                                                                 

• 27 June – The Glengarry Hilton 

• 4 July – Lightning Ridge Visitors Information Centre 

• 11 July – Grawin Club in the Scrub 

   

  
 

 

 

Contact Us 

 

Progressive Containment Spraying: Rachael 

Turner, rachael.turner@lls.nsw.gov.au  or 0417 753 170  

 

Landholder Chemical Program: Todd Pallister, todd.pallister@lls.nsw.gov.au or 0457 

939 055 

 

Biological Control: Mat Savage, Castlereagh Macquarie Country 

Council, msavage@cmcc.nsw.gov.au or 0427 253 463 

 

Looking for more information? Find out more about the Hudson Pear Control Program.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rachael.turner@lls.nsw.gov.au?subject=Progressive%20containment%20spraying%20request%20-%20Hudson%20Pear
mailto:todd.pallister@lls.nsw.gov.au?subject=Landholder%20chemical%20program%20request%20-%20Hudson%20Pear
mailto:msavage@cmcc.nsw.gov.au?subject=Biological%20control%20request%20-%20Hudson%20Pear
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ITEM 8.2 HUDSON PEAR TASKFORCE – MR GEOFF WISE  
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9. REPORT OF THE GENERAL MANAGER 
 

ITEM 9.1 RISK REGISTER 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart  

 

Summary: 
This report was presented to the CMCC ARIC at its 16th May 2024 meeting and formally adopted. The 
report is now presented to Council for its adoption. 
 
Background: 

NSW OLG has introduced changes to the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 that requires 
all Councils to have a risk management framework and internal audit function and internal “Audit Risk 
and Improvement Committee. CMCC must comply with these requirements from 1st July 2024. 

Current Position: 
The writer submitted the attached “Draft Risk Register” to the February 24 meeting where ARIC 
Members formally requested the General Manager to review the Uncontrolled Conditions rating and 
Residual Risk rating for the identified risks. 
 
Council staff will be meeting in July 2024 to prepare an operations risk register, after having recently 
workshopped and identified a number of risks CMCC may encounter and what control measures are 
needed to mitigate these risks. Ongoing risk assessment is important as this will determine the areas 
of internal audit required for the organisation. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 
OLG NSW Guidelines for Risk Management and Internal Audit 
 
Governance issues: 
The Risk Register is an integral element of the CMCC internal control framework that identifies a 
number of risks and the manner in which Council implements controls to reduce its exposure to risk. 
 
Financial Implications: 
There are no financial implications. The revised Risk Register identifies a number of risks to the 
organisation and control measures necessary to moderate the possible consequences for Council.  
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Not Applicable 
 
Conclusion: 
The revised CMCC Risk Register is a dynamic document that will continue to evolve to further identify 
present and future risks for CMCC. 
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Risk Register 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council adopts the Revised Risk Register of 3rd May 2024. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
Draft Risk Register 
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ITEM 9.2 COUNCIL’S DECISION ACTION REPORT – MAY 2024 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart  

 

Summary: 
This schedule summarises the current position of action taken in respect of matters considered at the 
previous meetings of Council when the outcomes have not been finalised. 
 
Background: 
Attached is the Resolution Register which summaries outstanding action in respect of all resolutions 
which required action and are still outstanding.  The exception is for the last meeting where items that 
have been completed are included.  Councillors are reminded that any queries should be raised with 
the General Manager prior to the meeting. 
 
Current Position: 
Details of actions taken/being taken are flagged for each motion.  Over time the register may grow in 
size because, whilst resolutions are actioned after the meeting, it is not always possible to resolve 
issues quickly, especially if other government agencies are involved or Council’s own in-house 
resources are stretched, Council has to prioritise work commitments. 
 
In these circumstances the register becomes the simple tool of keeping track of matters awaiting 
attention. 
 
Again, Councillors are reminded that any queries should be raised with the General Manager prior to 
the meeting as this would streamline the meeting process and also resolve minor issues more 
expediently. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Resolution Register. 
 
Governance Issues: 
Standard Procedure dictates that Council resolutions should be implemented as soon as practicably 
be achieved. 
 
Environmental Issues: 
Nil. 
 
Stakeholders: 
CMCC Council 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil. 
 
Conclusion: 
That the Resolution Register be received and noted.  It is requested that any queries be raised with 
the General Manager prior to meeting day to facilitate proceedings at the meeting. 
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Council’s Decision Action Report – May 2024 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Resolution Register May 2024 be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachment: 
Action Resolution Register.  
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CMCC ACTION RESOLUTION REGISTER 

 
27.06.2022 
 
 
 

 
06/22-11 

 
1. That the report be received and noted. 
 
2. Media Awareness Program to be undertaken by GM in 
conjunction with distribution of flyers with rates notices 
 
 
 
 
 

GM 

Flyers to quarterly rate notices. Information to be advertised 
in constituent Council newsletter 
 
 
Media releases have been issued for Harrisia Cactus, St 
Johns Wort and Hudson Pear, African Box Thorn Filed Days. 

Continuing 
 
 
 

Continuing 

 
26.06.23 
 
 

 
 

Action Request; 
Council depots have noxious weeds signs displayed and 
that the Senior Bio Security office attend all Council depots 
to provide information on noxious weeds to constituent 
Council Staff. 

SBO 
The Senior Bio Security Officer has commenced the roll-out 
of the training program. 

In progress 

 
28.08.23 
 
 
 

 Action Request; 
That the General Manager contact Todd (LLS Coordinator) 
and request that he attend every CMCC Council meeting to 
provide an update on the Hudson Pear program. 
 

GM Co-ordinator invited to attend the bi-monthly meetings  In progress 

06.03.2024 01/24/08 That Council write a letter of concern to the Minister for 
Agriculture for the future of the WAP funding and future of 
weed control in the CMCC area. 

GM 

With more information to hand of the WAP grant process and 
availability of funds, the General Manager shall now formally 
write to the Minister seeking a commitment to similar funding 
levels for future years.  

In progress 

06.03.2024 01/24/17 1. That the General Manager’s report be received 

 
2. That Council endorse the action of the General 

Manager in submitting CMCC’s EOI to act as the 

Local Control Authority for the Western 

Unincorporated Area of NSW, for a two (2) year 

period, commencing April 2024. 

3. The Council Deal be affixed to the engagement 

control and funding agreement and the General 

GM 

 
DPI have formally advised CMCC has been awarded the 
contract as LCA for the Unincorporated Area of NSW. 
Contracted executed and returned to DPI. 

Completed 
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Manager be authorised to execute these 

documents. 

4. That provision be made in the engagement contract 

for both parties to opt out of the contract with a 6 

month period notice. 

 
 

29.04.2024 02/24/10 That; 
1. the Draft Operational Plan for 2024/2025, 

Statement of Revenue Policy, Long Term Financial 

Plan 24/25 to 33/34, Asset Plan and Workforce 

Plan be placed on public exhibition for a period of 

28 days from the 8th May 2024 until 4:30pm on 4th 

June 2024, inviting submissions from the public 

during this time. 

 
2. Council formally adopts scenario 1 as its preferred 

option for the Long-Term Financial Plan which 

includes a 4.7% CPI (rate peg) increase to the 

financial contributions from constituent councils for 

24/25. 

 

GM 

Advertisement placed in newspaper and documents displayed 
on CMCC website. 
Letters sent to constituent council’s advising of 4.7% CPI 
increase to the constituent council contributions for 24/25.  

Completed 

29.04.2024 02/24/13 1. That Castlereagh Macquarie County Council board 

note the Chairman’s report in regard to the Annual 

Performance Review. 

2. That the Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 

abord accept the General Manager’s request for a 

contract extension for the period of 17 February 

2024 to 16 February 2028. 

3. That the Chair and Deput Chair be authorised to 

execute a new contract including an increase in 

renumeration of $80,000pa plus superannuation 

effective from 17 February 2024. 

 

GM  In Progress 
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ITEM 9.3 CIRCULARS RECEIVED FROM THE NSW OFFICE OF LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   

 
Summary: 
Copies of circulars received from the Local Government Office Department of Premier and Cabinet 
are attached for Councillors information. Circulars are emailed to Councillors when published from 
LGNSW. 

 
Background: 
The General Manager has listed the following circulars issued by the Office of Local Government: 
 

• 24-06 Privacy and the Mandatory Notification of Data Breach Scheme 
 

• 24-09 End of Year Reporting Requirements for 2023-24 and Additional Information for 2024-
25 
 

• 24-08 2024/25 Determination of the Local Government Renumeration Tribunal 
 

• 24-09 Amendments to the Local Government Act 1993 removing the options for councils to 
employ senior council executives under statutory contracts 
 

• 24-10 Resources for candidates standing at the local government elections 
 

• 24-11 ICAC guidance for Councilors on corruption risks associated with overseas travel 
 

Governance Issues: 
All circulars have Governance implications. Where necessary the subject of particular circulars will be 
raised in following reports. 
 
Stakeholders:  
Councillors 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
Obviously some circulars will have a financial impact and where this is the case, Councillors particular 
attention will be drawn to them. 
 
Conclusion: 
Council will need to comply with the various requirements set out in the circulars. 
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Circulars Received from the NSW Office of Local Government  

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the information contained in the following Departmental circulars 24-06 to 24-11 from the Local 
Government Division Department of Premier and Cabinet be received and noted.  
 
Moved:   
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachments:  
Circulars 24-06 – 24 - 11 
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ITEM 9.4 CASH ON HAND AND INVESTMENT REPORT AS AT 30th APRIL & 31st 
MAY 2024 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Executive 
AUTHOR:    Rebecca Wilson – Administration Officer   

 

Summary: 
This report provides a summary and analysis of Council’s cash and investments for the period 
ending 31st May 2024. 
 
Background: 
The investment portfolio consists of bank accounts and fixed rate interest bearing deposits. The 
portfolio is regularly reviewed to maximise investment performance and minimise risk. Council's 
investment portfolio is not subject to share market volatility. 
 
Comparisons are regularly made between existing investments with available products that are not 
part of Council's portfolio, but that meet Council’s policy guidelines. 
 
All investments at 31st May 2024 are compliant with the Relevant Reference Documents and 
Policies listed later in this report. 

 
Current Position: 
Council at 31st May 2024 held a total of $1,175,160.50 in on-call and interest bearing deposits with 
financial institutions within Australia. All investments are held with approved deposit taking institutions 
with a short term rating A-2(A2)/BBB or higher. Council does not have any exposure to unrated 
institutions. 
 
30th April 2024 

Investment 
Number 

Date 
invested 

Amount 

$ 

Lodged 

With 

Rate % 
per 

annum 

Term Due Date 

General 
Fund Bank 
Account 
Balance  

 $579,728.50 CBA 3.75%  N/A 

TD99504 07.03.2024 $500,000.00 BankVic 5.070% 182 
days 

05/09/2024 

TOTAL  $1,079,729.50     

 

31st May 2024 

Investment 
Number 

Date 
invested 

Amount 

$ 

Lodged 

With 

Rate % 
per 

annum 

Term Due Date 

General 
Fund Bank 
Account 
Balance  

 $675,160.51 CBA 3.75%  N/A 

TD99504 07.03.2024 $500,000.00 BankVic 5.070% 182 
days 

05/09/2024 

TOTAL  $1,175,160.50     
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Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Local Government Act (NSW), 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 
Ministerial Investment Order 5th January 2016 
Investment Policy  
 

Governance issues: 

Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
As per report 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 
Constituent Councils 
Residents of Constituent Councils 
Financial Institutions 
 
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 

1. I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in 

accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local 

Government (General) Regulation 2021, the Investment Order (of the Minister) 5th January 

2016 and Council’s Investments Policy. 

2. I hereby certify that Council’s cash book and ledger have been reconciled to the bank 

statement as at the end of month. 

 

Michael J Urquhart 

General Manager – Responsible Accounting Officer 

 

Conclusion: 
As at 31st May 2024, Council’s available cash and invested funds totalled $1,175,160.50 
 

Cash and Investment Reports – 30th April and 31st May 2024 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the investment report for 30th April and 31st May 2024 be received and noted. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded: 
 

 
Attachments:  
Nil 
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ITEM 9.5 OPERATIONAL PLAN 24/25, STATEMENT OF REVENVUE POLICY, 
LONG TERM FINANCIAL PLAN 24/25 to 33/34, ASSET MANAGEMENT PLAN 
24/25 to 33/34 & WORKFORCE PLAN 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart 

 

Summary 
This report recommends the Operational Plan 2024/25, Statement of Revenue Policy, Long-term 
Financial Plan 24/25 to 33/34, Asset Management Plan 24/25 to 33/34 and Workforce Plan be formally 
adopted as required under the Local Government Act (1993).  
 

Background 
The abovementioned Plans were placed on exhibition on 8th May 2024, and public comment invited 
with submissions closing at 4.30pm on the 4th June 2024. 
 
Current Position 
There were no submissions received during the exhibition period. 
 

Relevant Reference Documents/Policies 
Local Government Act 1993 and Integrated Planning and Reporting legislation. 
Local Government Act 1993 

Local Government General Regulation 2021 

Governance issues 
Council must comply with the Local Government Act 1993 and Integrated Planning and Reporting 
legislation. 
 

Stakeholders 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 
Constituent Councils 
Office of Local Government 
Land Managers in the Castlereagh County Council area 
 

Financial Implications 
Provision is made in the Draft 2024/25 Operational Plan and LTFP 24/25 to 33/34 to resource the 

control of Noxious Weeds in the County area in accordance with the Bio Security Act 2015. 

Conclusion 
The Operational Plan 2024/25 (Scenario 1), Asset Management Plan 24/25 to 33/34 have been on 

display for the statutory 28 days, and it is now recommended they be formally adopted. 

 

Operational Plan 24/25, Statement of Revenue Policy, Long Term Financial Plan 24/25 to 

33/34, Asset Management Plan 24/25 to 33/34 & Workforce Plan  

 

Recommendation: 

 

That Council after having considered any submissions received by the 4th June 2024, adopts the 
Draft Operational Plan for 2024/25 (scenario 1), Long Term Financial Plan 24/25 to 33/34, Asset 
Management Plan 24/25 to 33/34 and Workforce Plan 
 

Moved:  

Seconded:   
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ITEM 9.6 MEMBERS FEES, GOVERNMENT RENUMERATION TRIBUNAL 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   

 

Summary: 
This report sets out the Local Government Remuneration Tribunals range of fees for 
Councillors/Members and Mayor/Chairperson within each category for 2024/2025. The County 
Council section includes Castlereagh Macquarie County Council. 
 
Background: 
The Remuneration Tribunal in accordance with section 239 and 241 of the Local Government Act 

1993 each year makes its determination for the annual fees payable to Chairperson’s and Members 

of County Council’s. Under sections 248 (4) and 249 (4) of the Act a Council that does not fix its fees 

must pay the appropriate minimum fee determined by the Remuneration Tribunal. 

 
Current Position: 
The tribunal has increased the fees for the forthcoming year by 3.75% in the minimum and maximum 

fees applicable to each category. 

The table below sets out the new fee structure applicable for 2023/2024 and 2024/2025. Council must 

now formally adopt fees within the range as shown in Table 2.0. The Chairperson fee is paid in 

addition to the Member fee. 

Table 1.0 

2023/2024 

Category “County 

Councils” Fees 

Category Minimum Category Maximum 

Chairperson 4,200 11,860 

Member 1,960 6,490 

 

Table 2.0 

2024/2025 

Category “County 

Councils” Fees 

Category Minimum Category Maximum 

Chairperson 4,360 12,300 

Member 2,030 6,730 

 

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council has traditionally set the fees at a minimum for both 

Chairperson and Member. 

Currently the annual fees payable to Members and the Chairperson for the 2023/2024 financial year 
are the minimum fee fixed at $1,960 per annum for a Member, and an additional fee of $4,200 for the 
Chairperson. 

In making its determination, the Remuneration Tribunal reviewed the key economic indicators, 
including the Consumer Price Index and Wage Price Index, and had regard to budgetary limitations 
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imposed by the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal rate pegging.  It determined a 3.75% 
per cent increase per annum.  The 3.75% per cent increase will apply to the minimum and maximum 
of the ranges for all existing categories.   

Superannuation contribution payments 

An amendment to the Local Government Act 1993 permits Council to resolve on superannuation 
contribution payments to Councillors/Members, effective from 1 July 2022.  This would be payable at 
the same frequency as the Councillor/Member fees (monthly) at the current rate of 11.0%, which is 
equivalent to amount under the Commonwealth superannuation legislation if the Councillor/Member 
were an employee of the Council.  The rate will increase by 0.5% percent each year until 1 July 2025 
when it reaches 12%.  This payment is in addition to Councillor/Member fees. 

In order to make a superannuation contribution payment, Council in June 2023 formally resolved to 
pay the superannuation contribution to its members, effective the 1st July 2022. 

A Councillor who does not wish to receive a superannuation contribution payment, may agree in 
writing to forgo or reduce the payment. 

Councillors had to nominate a superannuation account before 30 June 2022. Superannuation 
account means an account for superannuation or retirement benefits from a scheme or fund to which 
the Commonwealth superannuation legislation applies. 

Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government Tribunal Annual Report and Determination 29th April 2024. 
 
Governance issues: 
Council is obliged to adopt a Chairperson and Member fee for the forthcoming financial year in 
accordance with the provisions as set out in the Local Government Act 1993.  
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
Castlereagh County Council 
Castlereagh County Council Members’ 
 
Financial Implications: 
The 2024/2025 Operational Plan has made provision for the Member fees of $19,271 ($1,029 

adjustment required at September QBR) and a Chairperson fee of $4,150 pa (Adjustment of $210 

required at September QBR). A superannuation allocation of $1,024 has been made for 24/25. 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Council may adopt an alternate fee. 
 
Conclusion: 
The report recommends that Council adopt the minimum fee for Members and Chairperson for 
2024/2025. 
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Member Fees, Local Government Renumeration Tribunal 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Member Fees be set at the minimum level set by the Local Government Renumeration 

Tribunal for a County Council Category. 
 
a) The Member fee for 2024/2025 be fixed at $2,030.00 
b) The Chairperson fee for 2024/2025 be fixed at $4,360.00 
c) Makes a superannuation contribution payment of 11.50% to its Councillor’s/Members in 

accordance with section 254B of the Local Government Act 1993 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachments: 
Nil 
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ITEM 9.7 IMPORTANT DATES – UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   

 

Summary: 
A list of upcoming meetings and events is provided for Councillors information.  
 
Background: 
This report provides Councillors with an overview of upcoming meetings and events that Castlereagh 
Macquarie County Council staff are involved in.  

 
Current Position: 
Councillors are requested to raise any queries prior to the meetings listed. 
 
Conclusion:  
Provided there are no changes it is appropriate to receive and note the information. 
 

Important Dates For Councillors - Upcoming Meetings & Events 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the list of upcoming meetings and events. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded: 

 

Attachments: 

Calendar of events 2024 
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IMPORTANT DATES - Upcoming Meetings and Events – 2024 

 

DATE MEETING/FUNCTION LOCATION NOTES 
 

 
24th June 2024 

 

 
CMCC Council Meeting 

 
Coonamble 

 
Councillors, GM & 
Senior Biosecurity 

Officer 

 
24th – 25th July 2024 

 

 
Lightning Ridge Opal 

Festival 

 
Lightning Ridge 

 
Walgett Biosecurity 

Officer 

 
7th August  

 

 
North West Weedo 

Meeting 

 
Narrabri 

 
Senior Biosecurity 

Officer 
 

 
8th August 2024 

 

 
North West Regional 

Meeting  

 
Narrabri 

 
Senior Biosecurity 

Officer 

 
15th August 2024 

 

 
ARIC Committee 

Meeting 

 
Teams Meeting 

 
General Manager & 
Deputy Chairman 

 
26th August 2024 

 

 
CMCC Council Meeting 

 
Coonamble 

 
Councillors, GM and 
Senior Biosecurity 

Officer 

 
4th September 2024 

 

 
Parthenium Meeting 

 
Teams Meeting 

Senior Biosecurity 
Officer and General 

Manager 

 
10th September 2024 

 

 
Central West Operations 

Meeting 

 
Gilgandra 

 
Senior Biosecurity 

Officer 

 
10th September 2024 

 
Central West Regional 

Meeting  

 
Gilgandra 

 
Senior Biosecurity 

Officer 

 
28th October 2024 

 
CMCC Council Meeting 

 
Coonamble 

 
Councillors, GM & 
Senior Biosecurity 

Officer 

 
6th November 2024 

 
North West Weedo 

Meeting 

 
TBC 

 
Senior Biosecurity 

Officer 

 
7th November 2024 

 
North West Regional 

Meeting 

 
TBC 

 
Senior Biosecurity 

Officer 

 
12th November 2024 

 

 
Hudson Pear Taskforce 

Meeting 
 

 
Lightning Ridge  

 
Chairman, General 

Manager and Senior 
Biosecurity Officer 

 
13th November 2024 

 

 
NSW BioControl 

Meeting 

 
Lightning Ridge 

Chairman, General 
Manager and Senior 
Biosecurity Officer 

 
21st November 2024 

 

 
ARIC Committee 

Meeting 

 
Teams Meeting 

 
General Manager & 

Councillor 

27th November 2024 NSW County Councils 
General Managers 

Forum 
 

Teams Meeting Chairman and General 
Manager 
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2nd December 2024 

 
CMCC Council Meeting 

and Councillors 
Christmas Luncheon 

 
Coonamble 

 
Councillors and all staff 

 

 
3rd December 2024 

 
Central West Operations 

Meeting 

 
Parkes 

 
Senior Biosecurity 

Officer 

 
3rd December 2024 

 
Central West Regional 

Meeting 

 
Parkes 

 
Senior Biosecurity 

Officer 
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10. BIOSECURITY REPORT 
 

ITEM 10.1 QUARTERLY BIOSECUIRTY REPORT 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Biosecurity Control Works 
AUTHOR:    Andrea Fletcher   

 

Summary: 
The attached report provides an update of biosecurity matters in the County Council area. 

 

Background:  
Council has an obligation in accordance with the Biosecurity Act 2015 to prevent, eliminate, minimise, 

and manage biosecurity risks in the County Council local government area. 

 

Current Position: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council provides funding to resource its obligation in accordance with 

the Biosecurity Act 2015, and the adopted Delivery Program and Operational Plan set out the 

activities, objectives and performance measures necessary for compliance. 

 
Governance issues: 
Biosecurity Act 2015 

Local Government Act 1993  

 

Environmental issues: 
Any environmental issues are detailed in the attached update. 

 

Stakeholders: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council  

Constituent Councils 

County Council LGA Ratepayers 

 

Financial Implications: 
Control and compliance operational expenditure matters are funded from the annual operational 

budget. 

 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 
There are no alternate options. 
 

Conclusion: 
The Senior Biosecurity Officer submits the attached report for Councils information. 

 

Quarterly Biosecurity Report 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the report be received and noted 
 

Moved:   
Seconded: 

 

Attachments: 

Senior Biosecurity Officer Information on control activities. 
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Senior Biosecurity Report June 2024 
 

30th April to 2nd May 2024 Hosted in Lightning Ridge was the North West Weedo, North West 

Regional, Harrisia Taskforce and Hudson Pear Taskforce meetings. A field trip was also 

organized taking the North West LCA’s to Lorne Station and Cumborah to look at the impacts the 

biological control is having on Hudson Pear. 

7th & 8th May 2025 CMCC will be hosting the North West Weedo and North West Regional meeting 

back in Lightning Ridge. 

 

 

 

Hudson Pear - 7th & 8th May CMCC conducted Hudson Pear aerial surveillance. The Hudson Pear 

has remained in the containment of the core infestation. It was discovered a property in the Brewarrina 

Shire had spread from the known location of infestation. All coordinates were captured and due to our 

limited funding from LLS to engage contractors the LLS Hudson Pear Coordinator and sprayer has 

been scheduled to go and spray this property under the program. 
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Parkinsonia – 9th & 10th May CMCC conducted Parkinsonia aerial surveillance on the Narren and 

Barwon rivers, including Narran Lakes in the Walgett Shire, Barwon in the Moree Plains Shire and 

Narran in the Brewarrina Shire. Although many plants were found it was discovered the furthest the 

infestation has moved on the Narran River was approximately 800mts south downstream. A 

pleasing result after several floodings. Each plant can produce 5000 seeds per year. Plants start 

production when they are 2 to 3 years old so every juvenile plant, we are finding is making an 

extraordinary difference in the Walgett Shire.  

Narran River Walgett Shire 847 plants found and treated compared to 1409 plants 16/5/2023. 

Narran River Brewarrina Shire 311 plants found and treated compared to 107 plants 16/5/2023.  

Barwon River Walgett Shire 360 plants found and treated compared to 972 plants 16/5/2023 

Barwon River Moree Plains Shire 3 mature plants full seed plus 16 juvenile plants compared to 1 

plant 16/5/2023. 
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Riverina Pear – has been uploaded to NSW Weed wise after a 18 month wait. It is estimated Riverina 

Pear has now infected approximately 30,000 ha in the Walgett Shire over the past 3 years. Prior to 

be introduced to NSW Weed wise we had no authorization to enforce control. This plant is a very 

invasive seed and is carried by birds and new plants can emerge from segment. We have discovered 

the biological control of Tiger Pear is very damaging to Riverina Pear and have started a nursery at 

Lorne Station.  
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Riverina Pear – has been uploaded to NSW Weed wise after a 18 month wait. It is estimated Riverina 

Pear has now infected approximately 30,000 ha in the Walgett Shire over the past 3 years. Prior to 

be introduced to NSW Weed wise we had no authorization to enforce control. This plant is a very 

invasive seed and is carried by birds and new plants can emerge from segment. We have discovered 

the biological control of Tiger Pear is very damaging to Riverina Pear and staff have now started a 

nursery at Lorne Station.  

 

 

 

Quanda 5 Ways Coonamble Shire Hudson Pear Aerial Surveillance 

14/6/2024 CMCC staff conducted aerial surveillance over the core infestations and outlying areas 

including Warrumbungle National Park. No plants were detected in the Warrumbungle National Park, 

however approximately 100 plants were found on 2 known infestations on private properties. The 

plants are in dense scrub land and would have remained undetected without aerial surveillance. 

Coordinates of each plant have been captured and CMCC will coordinate with land owners to treat. 
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African Box Thorn Bio Control – Rust Fungus (Puccinia rapipes) 

CMCC has to date released African Box Thorn biocontrol on 6 sites. 

22/1/2024 2 Private property sites Warrumbungle Shire 

8/11/2022 Crown land managed by private landowner Warrumbungle Shire Council 

9/11/2022 Private property Warren Shire 

9/11/2022 Private property Coonamble Shire Council 

3/11/2022 Private property Gilgandra Shire Council 

While results have been slow, taking into consideration wet seasons we are seeing some impact on 

leaves. The rust fungus infects young leaves of African boxthorn, causing yellowing of the leaves 

followed by the development of pustules. The pustules produce spores which are dispersed via 

wind. The spores will land on the leaves of nearby African Boxthorn plants, and, under humid 

conditions, the spores will germinate and infect new leaves. Infected leaves will die back over time. 

This may result in extensive defoliation of an individual plant if the fungus establishes widely and 

causes severe disease. Infection by the rust can also disrupt the photosynthetic capacity of the 

plant, reducing overall plant growth and reproductive output. 

It is estimated over 80 landowners have registered for release kits in the Central West region. The 

project will enter a hiatus over winter, then will recommence with further releases of rust fungus in 

August 2024. 

If you know of anyone that would like to register to participate in the project , please email details to 

Caroline Delaisse     boxthornbiocontrol@csiro.au 

There is an wrap article of the Warren and Coonamble field 

dayshttps://www.csiro.au/en/news/All/Articles/2024/June/rust-fungus-african-boxthorn-weed 

 

 

 

(above field photo by Andy Fletcher-Dawson leave and fruit impacted by rust fungus) 

mailto:boxthornbiocontrol@csiro.au
https://www.csiro.au/en/news/All/Articles/2024/June/rust-fungus-african-boxthorn-weed
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AGENDA FOR  

CLOSED COUNCIL MEETING 

 

 

Monday, 24th June 2024 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to clause 7 of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice 
that the Council Meeting of Castlereagh Macquarie County Council will be held at the 
Coonamble Shire Council Chambers on 24th June 2024 to discuss the items listed in 
the Agenda 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Urquhart 
GENERAL MANAGER
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AGENDA 

11. MOVE INTO CLOSED SESSION  
 

MOVE INTO CLOSED SESSION 

 
Time: ………… 
 
That the public be excluded from the meeting pursuant to Sections 10A of the Local 
Government Act 1993 on the basis that the items deal with: 
 
(2) (d) commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed-- 
              (i) prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it, or 

 
 
Moved: 
Seconded:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12. CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS/CLOSED COUNCIL MEETING 
 

12.1  Report from General Manager 
 

12.1.1 Intellectual Property (IP) Agreement (Compliance System) with Upper 
Macquarie County Council (UMCC) 
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13. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
 

Return to Open Session 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council return to open session 
 
Moved: 
Seconded: 
 

 
 

 

14. ADOPTION OF CLOSED SESSION REPORTS 
 

Adoption of Closed Session Reports 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council adopt the recommendations of the Close Committee Reports. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded:  
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15. QUESTIONS FOR NEXT MEETING 
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16. CONFIRMATION DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

Date: 26th August 2024, in Coonamble  
 

17. CLOSE OF MEETING 
 

 Time: ……………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


