
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA FOR  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

 

Monday, 25th November 2024 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to clause 7 of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice 
that the Council Meeting of Castlereagh Macquarie County Council will be held at the 
Coonamble Shire Council Chambers on 25th November 2024 commencing at 
10:30am to discuss the items listed in the Agenda. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Please Note: The Council Meeting is audio recorded 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Urquhart 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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1. OPENING OF MEETING 
 

Time:  am 

 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS 
 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land we gather upon today and pay respect to the 
Elders both past, present and emerging. 
 

3. LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 

Leave of Absence 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the leave of absence received from __________ are accepted and a leave of absence granted. 
 
Moved:   
Seconded:  
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4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 

Councillors and senior staff are reminded of their obligation to declare their interest in any matters 

listed before them.  

In considering your interest you are reminded to include pecuniary, non-pecuniary and conflicts of 

interest as well as any other interest you perceive or may be perceived of you.  

Councillors may declare an interest at the commencement of the meeting, or alternatively at any 

time during the meeting should any issue progress or arise that would warrant a declaration.  

Councillors must state their reasons in declaring any type of interest.  

Councillor Item No. Pecuniary/ 
Non-Pecuniary 

Reason 
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5. PUBLIC PRESENTATION  
 

 
SPEAKER 

 

 
TOPIC 
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6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES/MATTERS ARISING 
 

6.1 MINUTES OF ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD 28th OCOTBER 2024 
 

Minutes of Ordinary Council Meeting – 28th October 2024 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the minutes of the ordinary Council meeting held 28th October 2024, having been circulated be 
confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachments: 
Meeting Minutes – 28th October 2024 
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7. REPORT OF THE GENERAL MANAGER 
 

ITEM 7.1 COUNCIL’S DECISION ACTION REPORT – NOVEMBER 2024 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart  

 

Summary: 
This schedule summarises the current position of action taken in respect of matters considered at the 
previous meetings of Council when the outcomes have not been finalised. 
 
Background: 
Attached is the Resolution Register which summaries outstanding action in respect of all resolutions 
which required action and are still outstanding.  The exception is for the last meeting where items that 
have been completed are included.  Councillors are reminded that any queries should be raised with 
the General Manager prior to the meeting. 
 
Current Position: 
Details of actions taken/being taken are flagged for each motion.  Over time the register may grow in 
size because, whilst resolutions are actioned after the meeting, it is not always possible to resolve 
issues quickly, especially if other government agencies are involved or Council’s own in-house 
resources are stretched, Council has to prioritise work commitments. 
 
In these circumstances the register becomes the simple tool of keeping track of matters awaiting 
attention. 
 
Again, Councillors are reminded that any queries should be raised with the General Manager prior to 
the meeting as this would streamline the meeting process and also resolve minor issues more 
expediently. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Resolution Register. 
 
Governance Issues: 
Standard Procedure dictates that Council resolutions should be implemented as soon as practicably 
be achieved. 
 
Environmental Issues: 
Nil. 
 
Stakeholders: 
CMCC Council 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil. 
 
Conclusion: 
That the Resolution Register be received and noted.  It is requested that any queries be raised with 
the General Manager prior to meeting day to facilitate proceedings at the meeting. 
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Council’s Decision Action Report – November 2024 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Resolution Register November 2024 be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachment: 
Action Resolution Register.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –25th November 2024 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

17 

 
CMCC ACTION RESOLUTION REGISTER 

 
27.06.2022 
 
 
 

 
06/22-11 

 
1. That the report be received and noted. 
 
2. Media Awareness Program to be undertaken by GM in 
conjunction with distribution of flyers with rates notices 
 
 
 
 
 

GM 

Flyers to quarterly rate notices. Information to be advertised 
in constituent Council newsletter 
 
 
Media releases have been issued for Harrisia Cactus, St 
Johns Wort and Hudson Pear, African Box Thorn Filed Days. 

Continuing 
 
 
 

Continuing 

 
26.06.23 
 
 

 
 

Action Request; 
Council depots have noxious weeds signs displayed and 
that the Senior Bio Security office attend all Council depots 
to provide information on noxious weeds to constituent 
Council Staff. 

SBO 
The Senior Bio Security Officer has commenced the roll-out 
of the training program. 

In progress 

 
28.08.23 
 
 
 

 Action Request; 
That the General Manager contact Todd (LLS Coordinator) 
and request that he attend every CMCC Council meeting to 
provide an update on the Hudson Pear program. 
 

GM Co-ordinator invited to attend the bi-monthly meetings  Continuing 

 
26.08.24 

 
04/24/10 

Action Request; 
That a media policy be presented to Council, to include 
provisions for wider coverage of CMCC public events,news 
stories and public exhibition documents through on-line 
advertising platforms. 
 

GM 
Policy tabled at the October 2024 Council meeting for 
Council adoption. 

Completed 

26.08.24 04/24/09 Action Request  
The General Managers Report be Received 
Council adopt the “Payment of Expenses & Provision of 
Facilities to Councillors” policy as tabled. 
The policy be placed on public exhibition for a period of 28 
days and public submissions be invited. 

GM 

Policy advertised for 28 days. 
Council has not received any submissions. 
Policy for formal adoption at the October 24 Ordinary Meeting 
of Council. 

Completed 
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ITEM 7.2 CASH ON HAND AND INVESTMENT REPORT AS AT 31st OCTOBER 
2024 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Executive 
AUTHOR:    Rebecca Wilson – Administration Officer   

 

Summary: 
This report provides a summary and analysis of Council’s cash and investments for the period 
ending 31st October 2024. 
 
Background: 
The investment portfolio consists of bank accounts and fixed rate interest bearing deposits. The 
portfolio is regularly reviewed to maximise investment performance and minimise risk. Council's 
investment portfolio is not subject to share market volatility. 
 
Comparisons are regularly made between existing investments with available products that are not 
part of Council's portfolio, but that meet Council’s policy guidelines. 
 
All investments at 31st October 2024 are compliant with the Relevant Reference Documents and 
Policies listed later in this report. 

 
Current Position: 
Council at 31st October 2024 held a total of $959,670.08 in on-call and interest bearing deposits with 
financial institutions within Australia. All investments are held with approved deposit taking institutions 
with a short term rating A-2(A2)/BBB or higher. Council does not have any exposure to unrated 
institutions. 
 
31st October 2024 

Investment 
Number 

Date 
invested 

Amount 

$ 

Lodged 

With 

Rate % 
per 

annum 

Term Due Date 

General 
Fund Bank 
Account 
Balance  

 $459,670.08 

 

CBA 3.75%  N/A 

1711077 05.09.2024 $500,000.00 BankVic 5.00% 181days 05.03.2025 

TOTAL  $959,670.08     

 

Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Local Government Act (NSW), 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 
Ministerial Investment Order 5th January 2016 
Investment Policy  
 

Governance issues: 

Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
As per report 
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Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 
Constituent Councils 
Residents of Constituent Councils 
Financial Institutions 
 
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 

1. I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in 

accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local 

Government (General) Regulation 2021, the Investment Order (of the Minister) 5th January 

2016 and Council’s Investments Policy. 

2. I hereby certify that Council’s cash book and ledger have been reconciled to the bank 

statement as at the end of month. 

 

Michael J Urquhart 

General Manager – Responsible Accounting Officer 

 

Conclusion: 
As at 31st October 2024, Council’s available cash and invested funds totalled $959,670.08 
 

Cash and Investment Reports – 31st October 2024 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the investment report for 31st October 2024 be received and noted. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded: 
 

 
Attachments:  
Nil 
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ITEM 7.3 POLICIES 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   

 

Summary: 
Council from time to time must introduce new policies for compliance with relevant legislation, WH&S 

obligations, Risk Management and implementation of new procedures or processes.  

The attached polices are new and are tabled for Council consideration. 

 

Background:  
The writer has in recent months in accordance with requirements of the WH&S and EOFY audit 

reports organised and prepared the following policies for presentation to Council.  

 

Current Position: 
The following policies are presented as a requirement for compliance with legislation, risk 

management and auditing requirements. 

 

1. Procurement 
2. Contractor Management 
3. Sun safe 
4. Records Management 
5. Legislative Compliance Register 

 

Governance issues: 
Local Government Act 1993  

Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 

WH&S Act and Regulation 2011 

Statecover Audit report 

 

Environmental issues: 
NIL 

 

Stakeholders: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council  

Constituent Councils 

County Council LGA Ratepayers 

Council staff 

 

Financial Implications: 
NIL 

 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 
NIL 

 

Conclusion: 
The General Manager is recommending to Council for adoption of the abovementioned policies. 
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New and Revised Policies 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the report be received 
 
2. Council adopts the Procurement, Contractor Management, Records Management and Sun safe 
policies 
 
3.Council adopts its legislative compliance register as of October 2024. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded: 
 

 
 
Attachments: 
Procurement Policy 
Contractor Management Policy 
Sun safe Policy 
Records Management Policy 
Legislative Compliance Register 
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CASTLEREAGH MACQUARIE COUNTY COUNCIL 
LEGISLATIVE COMPLIANCE REGISTER - OCTOBER 2024 

 
Reference 
No 

Compliance 
Entity  

Compliance 
Function 

Legislative Activity Legislation Compliance 
Date  

Frequency Comments 

1 DPIRD Governance Local Control Authority 
Functions - Weed 
Biosecurity 

NSW Biosecurity Act 
2015 – s.371(1e) 

BIS Reporting Monthly Activities conducted 
by Council as LCA to 
be reported in the 
prescribed format via 
WIDX 

2 OLG Finance An Investment Report is 
required for each Ordinary 
Council Meeting   

LGR 2021 – c.212 Quarterly Each 
Ordinary 
Council 
Meeting as 
Scheduled 

If applicable  

3 OLG Governance (Annual) BASP / Delivery 
Program Progress Report to 
be provided to Council at 
least every 6 months  

LGA– s.404. Six monthly February 
and August 

Delivery Program 

4 OLG Finance Quarterly Budget Review 
Statement review 

LGR 2021 – c.203 Within 2 months 
of the end of 
each quarter 
except June 

Each 
Ordinary 
Council 
Meeting as 
Scheduled 

Review of Annual 
Budget  

• 30 September  

• 31 December 

• 31 March 

5 OLG Governance ARIC Committee LGA– s.428A. 
 

LGR 2021 – 
c’s. 216A-U 

Quarterly   Each ARIC 
Meeting as 
Scheduled 
- At least 4 
meetings 
annually 

Local Government 
General Regulation to 
be amended on 1 July 
2024 to include ARIC 
provisions 
February, May, 
August & November 

6 OLG Governance Council publishes on its 
Website recording of 
Ordinary and Special 
Meetings & Minutes of the 
Council that are not 
confidential. 

Model Code of 
Meeting Practice 2021 

– s.5 

At the same 
time as meeting 
or as soon as 
practicable after 
meeting 

Each 
Ordinary 
Council 
Meeting as 
Scheduled 

Records are to be 
available to the public 
for at least 12 months 
after meeting date. 
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Reference 
No 

Compliance 
Entity  

Compliance 
Function 

Legislative Activity Legislation Compliance 
Date  

Frequency Comments 

7 NSW 
Ombudsman 

Governance Public interest Disclosures 
Report due to the NSW 
Ombudsman. 

Public Interest 
Disclosures Act  2022 

- s.78 

30 July  
Annually 

July Report to end of June 
To be included in 
annual report  

8 OLG Finance Annual GST Certificate - 
Office of Local Government.  

(OLG Circular – End of 
Year Financial 

Reporting) 

30 July Annually July GST Certificate to be 
sent to 
finance@olg.nsw.gov.
au  

9 OLG Finance Related Party Disclosures - 
KMP 

LGR 2021 -        c. 206 
& c.214 

 

Local Government 
Code of Accounting 
Practice & Financial 
Reporting 2023/24 -

F1(3) 

Annually  August Supplied to Auditor - 
Documents 
confidential & NOT 
GIPAA-accessible  

10 OLG Governance General Manager 
Performance Review 
Committee  

LGA 1993 s.338 
 

Standard Contract of 
Employment - General 

Managers of Local 
Councils in NSW – c.7 

Annually March Committee of 
Members formed to 
undertake 
performance review 
for General Manager.   

11 ATO Finance Taxable Payments Annual 
Report must be provided to 
the Australian Taxation 
Office.  

ATO Law Companion 
Ruling - 2019/4 

28 August 
Annually 

August Council payments to 
contractors may need 
to be reported and a 
Taxable payments 
annual report (TPAR) 
lodged. 

12 OLG Finance Council and General 
Manager are to sign 
Certificates for Un-audited 
Annual Financial Statements 
of prior year.  

LGA 1993- s413 (2c) 
 

LGR 2021 – c.215 

31 August, 
Annually 

August Resolution by Council 
in August to allow 
financial statement to 
be signed by 
designated members 
and staff  
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Reference 
No 

Compliance 
Entity  

Compliance 
Function 

Legislative Activity Legislation Compliance 
Date  

Frequency Comments 

13 OLG Finance Annual Member Fees  LGA 1993– div.5 
s.248: s.254A 

June Annually June Fee must be fixed 
annually in June in 
accordance with Local 
Government 
Remuneration 
Tribunal. 

14 OLG Governance Pecuniary Interest Returns 
submitted to GM and tabled 
at next available Ordinary 
Council Meeting. 

LGA 1993- s.440 
 

Model Code of 
Conduct (2022) Part 4 

30 September 
Annually 

September Tabled at the October 
Ordinary Council 
meeting 

15 OLG Finance Audited Annual Financial 
Statements and the Auditor’s 
Report are to be submitted 
to OLG.   

LGA 1993- s.417 30 October 
Annually 

October Can be in the form of 
notification of link to 
Council website. 

16 OLG Finance Audited Annual Financial 
Statements and the Auditor’s 
Report are to be presented 
to Public and comment 
invited 

LGA 1993- s.418 On or before 5 
December 
Annually  

November/
December 

At least 7 Days after 
notice is given & 
within 5 weeks of 
reports been given to 
Council 

17 OLG Governance Ordinary Council Meeting 
Dates to be set for the next 
Calendar Year    

LGA 1993- s.396 October 
Annually 

October At least 4 meetings 
annually 
February, April, June, 
August, October and 
December 

18 Information & 
Privacy 
Commission 

Governance An agency must have an 
Agency Information Guide  

Government 
Information (Public 

Access) Act 2009 s.20 
& s.21 

Annually November Updated no less than 
annually and be 
publically available 

19 OLG Governance Code of Conduct Complaint 
Statistics - Report to Council 
and the OLG on year 

Procedures for the 
Administration of the 

Model Code of 
Conduct for Local 

Councils 2020 –c.11.1 
& c.11.2 

Annually  November OLG provided report 
within 3 months of the 
end of September 
Annually 
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Reference 
No 

Compliance 
Entity  

Compliance 
Function 

Legislative Activity Legislation Compliance 
Date  

Frequency Comments 

20 OLG Governance An Annual Report to be 
prepared and adopted by 
Council within 5 months of 
the end of each year 

LGA 1993– s.406 and 
s.428 

30 November 
Annually 

November Minister notified via 
OLG, confirming that 
the Annual Report 
has been posted on 
Council's website   

21 Information & 
Privacy 
Commission  

Governance Annual GIPA Operations 
Returns  

Government 
Information (Public 
Access) Regulation 

2009 c.7 

31st October 
Annually 

October  To submitted to IPC 
using the GIPA Tool 
at 
www.ipc.nsw.gov.au/g
ipa-tool  
Tabled to Council and 
included in Annual 
report 

22 OLG Finance Draft Operational Plan & 
Budget  

LGA 1993– s.405 (3) April Annually April Plan & Budget 
prepared and placed 
on public exhibition in 
April (>28days) and 
inviting submissions. 
To be adopted in 
June. 

23 OLG Governance An Equal Employment 
Opportunity Management 
Plan 

LGA 1993 s.345 Annually with 
Operational 
Plan adoption 

February Required to be 
prepared and 
implemented by the 
Council and it must 
describe the steps the 
Council will take if a 
worker sustains a 
work related injury or 
illness at work 

24 OLG Governance A Council must have a 1-
year period Annual 
Operating Plan  

LGA 1993– s.405 Annually April Due Date: June 
Renewed by July 1st 
every year after public 
exhibition and 
adoption in June 

25 State 
Records 
NSW 

Governance Recordkeeping Monitoring 
Exercise 

State Records Act 
1998 s.12(4) 

Annually March Submission lodged 
using Records 
Management 
Assessment Tool. 
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Reference 
No 

Compliance 
Entity  

Compliance 
Function 

Legislative Activity Legislation Compliance 
Date  

Frequency Comments 

26 ATO Finance Business Activity Statement 
submitted to ATO   

Taxation 
Administration Act 

1953, S388-50. 

Quarterly Quarterly 
 

27 OLG Governance A Code of Meeting Practice  LGA 1993– div.1, 
s.360, s.364 

 
LGR 2021 c.232 

Due Date: Can 
be updated at 
any time by 
Council 
resolution 
subject to 
meeting public 
consultation 
requirements 
prior to 
adoption. 

Ongoing Incorporates the 
mandatory provisions 
of the Model Code of 
Meeting Practice must 
be adopted by the 
Council and in place 
at all times 

28 OLG Governance A Register of Returns of 
designated persons 
declaring their interests.  

LGA 1993– s.450A 
 

Ongoing Must be maintained 
by the Council on an 
ongoing basis 

29 OLG Finance A Council Member Fees, 
Expenses and Facilities 
Policy  

LGA 1993– div.5 s.253 Within 12 
months of new 
Council Term 

Annually 
and 
ongoing 

Required to be 
adopted by the 
Council following a 
public consultation 
process. Presented to 
Council in August, 
28days public 
exhibition and 
adopted October 

30  OLG Governance Members Oath or Affirmation 
of Office 

LCA 1993 s.233A (1) First meeting  
after local 
council elections 
and on a casual 
basis as and 
when required 

Beginning 
of 
Councillors
Term 

A Council Member 
must take an oath of 
office or make an 
affirmation of office at 
or before the first 
meeting of the council 
after the councillor is 
elected.  
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Reference 
No 

Compliance 
Entity  

Compliance 
Function 

Legislative Activity Legislation Compliance 
Date  

Frequency Comments 

31 OLG Governance Business Activity Strategic 
Plan  

LGR 2021 – c.219 Renewed by 
July 1st the year 
after local 
council election 
after public 
exhibition 

Beginning 
of Term 

A County Council 
must have a 10-year 
period Business 
Activity Strategic Plan 

32 OLG Governance Delivery Program  LGA 1993– s.404 Renewed by 
July 1st the year 
after local 
council election 
after public 
exhibition 

Beginning 
of Term 

A County Council 
must have a 4-year 
period Delivery 
Program tabled in 
April and after public 
exhibition and dealing 
with submissions, 
adopted in June 

33 OLG & 
DPIRD 

Governance A Delegation of Authorities 
Manual  

LGA 1993– s.391A & 
s.377 

 
NSW Biosecurity Act 

2015 – s.372 

Reviewed within 
12 months of 
new Council 
Term 

Beginning 
of Term 

Is the formal record 
required of any 
Council resolution that 
delegates to the Chair 
or General Manager 
any lawful functions of 
the Council.  

34 OLG Governance Election of Chair LGA 1993 s.391 Part 5 
 

LGR 2021- Schedule 8 

Election of 
County Chair to 
be undertaken 
at first Council 
meeting of the 
term. 
Although no 
legal 
requirement 
Council to also 
elect Deputy 
Mayor at 
October meeting 

Beginning 
of Term 
then 
Biennially  

 LGA s391(2) states 
Biennial. Also Notify 
OLG and LGNSW of 
election results & 
Members.  
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ITEM 7.4 GOVERNMENT INFORMATION PUBLIC ACCESS ACT (GIPA) ANNUAL 
REPORT 2023/2024  
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart 

 

Summary: 
This report is provided to Council for adoption of its annual GIPA return. 

 

Background:  
On the 1st July 2010 the Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 (GIPA Act) came into 

effect.  

 

Current Position: 

Council is required to prepare an annual report in accordance with the requirements of section 125 

of the GIPA Act and clause 7 of the GIPA Regulation. The annual report is also required to include 

statistical information on formal access applications in the form required by Schedule 2 of the GIPA 

Regulation. 

 

Upon adoption of the attached annual report Council shall forward a Web link to the Information 

Commissioner. 

 

Governance issues: 
Council must comply with the reporting requirements under the GIPA Act and regulation. 

 

Environmental issues: 
NIL. 

 

Stakeholders: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 

Information and Privacy Commission New South Wales 

 

Financial Implications: 
NIL 

 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 
NIL 

 

Conclusion: 
That Council adopt the attached Annual Report. 
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Government Information Public Access Act – Annual Report 

 

Recommendation: 

 

That, 

 

1. the Administration Officers report be received 

 

2. Council adopt the attached GIPA Annual Report for 2023/2024 

 

3. The Information Commissioner be sent a link to Council’s 2023/2024 Annual Report. 

 

Moved:  

Seconded:   

 

 

Attachments: 

GIPA – Annual Report 2023/2024 
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ITEM 7.5 PUBLIC INTEREST DISCLOSURE – ANNUAL REPORT 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Executive 
AUTHOR:    Rebecca Wilson 

 

Summary: 
This report provides Council with information for the adoption of the 2023/2024 Annual Public Interest 

Disclosure report. 

 

Background:  
Council has an obligation under the Public Interest Disclosure Act In March 2011 amendments were 

made to the Public Interest Act 1994 and Council is required to report annually on its obligations under 

the PID Act. This report must be in accordance with the requirements of section 31 of the PID Act and 

clause 4 of the Public Interest Regulation. 

 

Current Position: 
 
Commentary on PID obligations 

What actions the head of the public authority has taken to ensure his or her staff awareness 

responsibilities under section 6E(1)(b) of the PID Act have been met.  

 

Statistical information on PIDs (clause 4(a)-(c)-PID Regulations) 

 Made by 

public 

officials 

performing 

their day to 

day functions 

Under a 

statutory or 

other legal 

obligation 

All other 

PIDs 

Number of public officials who made PIDs 

directly 
0 0 0 

Number of PIDs received 0 0 0 

Of PIDs received, number primarily about:    

Corrupt conduct 0 0 0 

Maladministration 0 0 0 

Serious and substantial waste 0 0 0 

Government information contravention 0 0 0 

Local government pecuniary interest 

contravention 
0 0 0 

Number of PIDs finalised 0 

 

Governance issues: 
Council as an agency has obligations under the Public Interest Disclosures Act and Regulation. 

 

Environmental issues: 
 

NIL. 

 

Stakeholders: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council  
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Financial Implications: 
NIL 

 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 
NIL 

 

Conclusion: 
The 2023/2024 Public Interest Disclosures Annual Report as detailed above is tabled for adoption. 

 

 

Public Interest Disclosure – Annual Report 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the Administration Officers report be received. 
 
2. Council adopt the 2023/2024 Public Interest Disclosure Annual Report. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded: 
 

 
Attachments: 
Nil 
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ITEM 7.6 2023/2024 AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND AUDIT REPORT  
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart 

 

Summary: 
This report is to recommend that Council formally receives the Audited Financial Reports together 
with the Auditor’s Reports for the period 1 July 2023 to 30 June 2024. 
 

Background: 
Council in accordance with Section 419 (1) of the Local Government Act 1993 must present its audited 

financial accounts together with the auditor’s report at a meeting of Council. 

 
Current Position: 
Copies of Council’s Audited Financial Reports and Auditor’s Report are provided under separate 
cover. 
 

NET OPERATING RESULT 

For the year ended 30th June 2024 Council’s operating result was a surplus of $15,000 before capital 

grants and contributions. The original budget forecast was an operating deficit of $114,000 which was 

attributed to by a planned increase in spray operations associated with a predicted above normal 

weed growing season. 

 

Working Capital 

The “Working Capital” approach is another financial indicator that identifies Council’s liquidity or 

capacity to fund the day to day general purpose operations and delivery of services to the Constituent 

Councils and community in the short to medium term. It’s also a measure of an organisations 

operational efficiency and short-term health. For the year ended 30th June 2024 Council’s operations 

posted a working capital surplus of $39,000 which increased the accumulation account leaving a year-

end balance to $873,000.  
 

At years end the “working capital” consisted of cash, inventories (stores) and net sundry 

creditors/debtors.  

 

Stores                       $40,000 

Unrestricted Cash            $876,000 

Net creditor/debtor           ($43,000) 

Total                       $873,000 

 

CASH AND INVESTMENTS 

Council’s overall cash position has increased by $335,000 throughout the year with a year-end closing 

balance of $1,416,000. The cash and investments are held for the following purposes. 

 

Internal Restrictions 

Plant Reserve                                                      49,000 

Building Reserve   20,000                                           

Employees Leave Reserve                    102,000  

Unrestricted Cash                876,000 

           Sub-total   $1,047,000 

External Restrictions 

Government grants                                                               369,000 

Total    $1,416,000 
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Local Government Industry Financial Performance Indicators  

 

1. Operating Performance Ratio 
This ration measures Council’s achievement of containing operating expenditure within 

operating revenue. 

Benchmark > =0.00%. Council result 0.095. This positive result shows that Council kept its 

operational expenditure within the bounds of its revenue for the year.  

 

2. Unrestricted Current Ratio 
This ratio assesses the adequacy of working capital and its ability to satisfy obligations in the 

short term for the unrestricted activities of Council. 

Benchmark > = 1.5 times Council result 5.84times 

 

3. Cash Expense Cover Ratio 
This ratio measures the number of months a Council can continue paying for its immediate 

expenses without additional cash inflow. 

Benchmark >=3.00 months. Council result 12.37 months.  

   

Council remains in a very sound financial position having met all three (3) of the above performance 

indicators for 2023/2024.  

 

Conclusion. 

Council’s overall working capital position has improved with the accumulation account at a healthy 

$873,000. This level of working capital when considered in conjunction with the long term internal 

reserves is an excellent financial position.  

 

Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Local Government Act (1993) 
Financial Reports and Auditors Report to 30 June 2024 
 
Governance issues: 
Presentation to Council of the Annual Financial Statements is a key governance requirement and 

forms part of Council’s reporting to the community. 

 

Environmental issues: 
There are no identified environmental issues in relation to this matter. 

 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 
There are no alternative solutions / options. 

 
Stakeholders: 
Office of Local Government 
NSW Audit Office 
Nexia Sydney  
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 
 

 

Financial Implications: 
The Financial implications for Council are detailed in the auditor’s report and the supporting ratios. 

The sound financial position provides the flexibility for Council to further increase control programs in 

the coming years should the need arise.  
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2023/2024 Audited Financial Statements and Audit Report 

 

Recommendation: 

 

1. That Council receive the Audited Financial Reports together with the Auditor’s Reports for the 
period 1 July 2023 to 30 June 2024. 

 

Moved:  

Seconded:   

 

 

Attachments: 

Audited Primary Financial Statements for year ended 30 June 2024 – Can be found in Annual Report 

2023-2024 – Attachment B 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –25th November 2024 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

101 

ITEM 7.7 ANNUAL REPORT 2023/2024  
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart 

 

Summary: 
This report provides tables the Annual Report highlighting Council’s achievements for 2023/2024. 

 

Background:  
In accordance Section 428 of the Local Government Act 1993 Council must within five (5) months 

after the end of year prepare a report on achievements and the effectiveness of the principal activities 

undertaken in achieving the objectives. 

 

Current Position: 
The Annual Report is attached for Council’s information. 

 

Governance issues: 
Local Government Act 1993 

Local Government Regulation (2021) 

 

Environmental issues: 
N/A 

 

Stakeholders: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 

Constituent Councils 

 

Financial Implications: 
NIL 

 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 
NIL 

 

Conclusion: 
Council should note the progress made during the 2023/2024 year. 

 

Annual Report 2023/2024 

 

Recommendation: 

 

Council formally adopts its Annual Report for 2023/2024. 
 

Moved:  

Seconded:   

 

 
Attachments 
Annual Report 2023/2024 – Under separate cover  
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ITEM 7.8 CMCC CHRISTMAS CLOSURE PERIOD 2024/2025 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   

 

Summary: 
It is considered efficient for the majority of Council’s operations to close down for the work days 
between Christmas and New Year’s Day.  It also suits the needs of the majority of staff to plan holidays 
during the Festive Season. 
 
Discussion (including issues and background): 
This year Christmas Day falls on Wednesday 25th December, Boxing Day on Thursday 26th December 
and New Year’s Day on Wednesday 1st January 2025.  It is proposed that Council operations close 
down from Friday 20th December 2024 to Friday 3rd January 2025, inclusive. 
 
For the closedown period, staff are required to utilise accumulated flex-time and/or take the balance 
using accrued annual leave.  
 
Relevant Reference Documents: 
NSW Local Government (State) Award 2023 
Public Holidays Act 2010 
CMCC Time-In-Lieu Policy and Procedure 
 
Stakeholders: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 
Constituent Councils 
Council staff 
 
Financial Implications: 
As staff will be required to take flex time and/or annual leave, during this time, any rostered staff 
(working during this period) will be paid at the normal rates of pay and any penalties due, in 
accordance with the NSW Local Government (State) Award 2023. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
NIL 
 
Conclusion: 
That Council approve that Council administration offices be closed down from Friday 20th December 
2024 to Friday 3rd January 2025, inclusive, over the festive season. 
 

Christmas Closure Period 2024/2025 

 
Recommendation: 
 
1. Council operations close from Friday 20th December 2024 to Friday 3rd January 2025, inclusive, 
inclusive, and the General Manager make satisfactory arrangements for the provision of emergency 
call out services. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded: 
 

  
Attachments:  
Nil 
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ITEM 7.9 IMPORTANT DATES – UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   

 

Summary: 
A list of upcoming meetings and events is provided for Councillors information.  
 
Background: 
This report provides Councillors with an overview of upcoming meetings and events that Castlereagh 
Macquarie County Council staff are involved in.  

 
Current Position: 
Councillors are requested to raise any queries prior to the meetings listed. 
 
Conclusion:  
Provided there are no changes it is appropriate to receive and note the information. 
 

Important Dates For Councillors - Upcoming Meetings & Events 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the list of upcoming meetings and events. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded: 
 

 

Attachments: 

Calendar of events 2024/2025 
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IMPORTANT DATES - Upcoming Meetings and Events – 2024/2025 

 

DATE MEETING/FUNCTION LOCATION NOTES 
 

 
25th November 2024 

 

 
CMCC Council Meeting 

& Xmas Luncheon 
 

 
Coonamble 

 
Councillors, GM & 
Senior Biosecurity 

Officer 

 
27th November 2024 

 
NSW County Councils 

General Managers 
Forum 

 
Teams Meeting 

 
Chairman and 

General Manager 

 
3rd December 2024 

 
Central West 

Operations Meeting 

 
Parkes 

 
Senior Biosecurity 

Officer 

 
3rd December 2024 

 
Central West Regional 

Meeting 

 
Parkes 

 
Senior Biosecurity 

Officer 
 

 
19th December 2024 

 

 
CMCC Staff Commence 

Christmas Closure  
 

 
 

 
All CMCC Staff 

 
 
 

   

11th February 2025 Macquarie Valley 
Weeds Meeting 

Coonabarabran  Senior Biosecurity 
Officer 

 

 
20th February 2025 

 

 
ARIC Meeting 

 
Online 

 
Deputy Chairman and 

General Manager 
 

 
24th February 2025 

 

 
CMCC Council Meeting  

 

 
Coonamble 

 
Councillors, GM & 
Senior Biosecurity 

Officer 

 
28th April 2025 

 

 
CMCC Council Meeting  

 

 
Coonamble 

 
Councillors, GM & 
Senior Biosecurity 

Officer 

 
7th & 8th May 2025 

 

 
North West Regional & 

Weedo Meeting  
 

 
TBC 

 

 
15th May 2025 

 

 
ARIC Meeting 

 
Online 

 
Deputy Chairman and 

General Manager 
 

 
23rd June 2025 

 

 
CMCC Council Meeting  

 

 
Coonamble 

 
Councillors, GM & 
Senior Biosecurity 

Officer 
 

 
21st August 2025 

 

 
ARIC Meeting 

 
Online 

 
Deputy Chairman and 

General Manager 
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25th August 2025 

 

 
CMCC Council Meeting  

 

 
Coonamble 

 
Councillors, GM & 
Senior Biosecurity 

Officer 

 
27th October 2025 

 

 
CMCC Council Meeting  

 

 
Coonamble 

 
Councillors, GM & 
Senior Biosecurity 

Officer 
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8. BIOSECURITY REPORT 
 

ITEM 8.1 QUARTERLY BIOSECUIRTY REPORT 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Biosecurity Control Works 
AUTHOR:    Andrea Fletcher   
 

Summary: 
The attached report provides an update of biosecurity matters in the County Council area. 
 

Background:  
Council has an obligation in accordance with the Biosecurity Act 2015 to prevent, eliminate, minimise, 

and manage biosecurity risks in the County Council local government area. 

 

Current Position: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council provides funding to resource its obligation in accordance with 

the Biosecurity Act 2015, and the adopted Delivery Program and Operational Plan set out the 

activities, objectives and performance measures necessary for compliance. 

 
Governance issues: 
Biosecurity Act 2015 

Local Government Act 1993  

 

Environmental issues: 
Any environmental issues are detailed in the attached update. 

 

Stakeholders: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council  

Constituent Councils 

County Council LGA Ratepayers 

 

Financial Implications: 
Control and compliance operational expenditure matters are funded from the annual operational 

budget. 

 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 
There are no alternate options. 
 

Conclusion: 
The Senior Biosecurity Officer submits the attached report for Councils information. 

 

Quarterly Biosecurity Report 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the report be received and noted 
 

Moved:   
Seconded: 
 

 

Attachments: 

Senior Biosecurity Officer Information on control activities. 
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29th October 2024 CMCC staff conducted a walk through at 4 Parthenium Historic sites in Cobar and 

afterwards attended a biological control workshop with landholders from Cobar and Broken, 

stakeholders from western LLS, DPI and Western Landcare.  

CMCC delivered biocontrol for Wheel Cactus, Tiger Pear, Riverina Pear, Boxing Glove Cactus and 

Common Pear to landholders from Cobar and Broken Hill. 

After a Hudson Pear presentation at the workshop I was approached by 2 landholders from Cobar 

who said after watching the presentation they believed they had Hudson Pear on their property. I 

visited the property 25kms out of Cobar and discovered they had approximately 1000 plants and 

approximately another 200 plants 19 km from that location.  

 

 

On the 30th October 2024 I attended the Western Regional Meeting in Cobar and gave a power point 

presentation of the works and species done in the unincorporated area.  

 

On the 8th November 2024 photos were sent to me from a weeds officer in Narromine to identify 

cactus species that they had found growing in a garden. The species were identified as Hudson Pear, 

Jumping Cholla and Spinisior. 

 

On the 13th November 2024 CMCC, National Parkes and Local Land Services did another walk 

through inspection at Calrose TSR in the Walgett Shire. 26 Hudson Pear Plants were found. This TSR 

has been closed for stock movement for over 18th months due to the infestation. Local Lands Services 

have secured funding to fence the infested area so the TSR can be re-opened for stock movement. 
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Current weeds CMCC staff are working on, are St Johns Wort, Blackberry and African Box Thorn. 

 

 

Hudson Pear Infestation - Cobar  
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9. QUESTIONS FOR NEXT MEETING 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. CONFIRMATION DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

Date: 24th February 2025, in Coonamble  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11. CLOSE OF MEETING 
 

 Time: ……………… 

 

 

 

 


