
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA FOR  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

 

Monday, 23rd June 2025 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to clause 7 of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice 
that the Council Meeting of Castlereagh Macquarie County Council will be held at the 
Coonamble Shire Council Chambers on 23rd June 2025 commencing at 10:30am to 
discuss the items listed in the Agenda. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Please Note: The Council Meeting is audio recorded 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Urquhart 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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1. OPENING OF MEETING 
 

Time:  am 

 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS 
 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land we gather upon today and pay respect to the 
Elders both past, present and emerging. 
 

3. LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 

Leave of Absence 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That; 
 
1. the leave of absence received from _______________ is accepted and a leave of absence is 

granted. 
 
2. the leave of absence received from Member Z Holcombe for the 25th August 2025 meeting is 

accepted and a leave of absence is granted. 
 
Moved:   
Seconded:  
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4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 

Members and senior staff are reminded of their obligation to declare their interest in any matters 

listed before them.  

In considering your interest you are reminded to include pecuniary, non-pecuniary and conflicts of 

interest as well as any other interest you perceive or may be perceived of you.  

Members may declare an interest at the commencement of the meeting, or alternatively at any time 

during the meeting should any issue progress or arise that would warrant a declaration.  

Members must state their reasons in declaring any type of interest.  

Member Item No. Pecuniary/ 
Non-Pecuniary 

Reason 
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5. PUBLIC PRESENTATION  
 

 
SPEAKER 

 

 
TOPIC 
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6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES/MATTERS ARISING 
 

ITEM 6.1 MINUTES OF ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD 28th APRIL 2025 
 

Minutes of Ordinary Council Meeting – 28th April 2025 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the minutes of the ordinary Council meeting held 28th April 2025, having been circulated be 
confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachments: 
Meeting Minutes – 28th April 2025 
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7. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

Correspondence for June 2025 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the correspondence be received and noted. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded: 
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ITEM 7.1 CORRESPONDENCE – NSW INDEPENDENT BIOSECUIRTY 
COMMISSIONER 
 

From: Gill Hay On Behalf Of DPI Biosecurity Commissioner Mailbox 

Sent: Thursday, 15 May 2025 11:31 AM 

To: DPI Biosecurity Commissioner Mailbox  

Subject: A message from the NSW Independent Biosecurity Commissioner 

 

Good morning 

I am writing to let know that, with some regret, I am ending my term as the NSW Independent 

Biosecurity Commissioner, with my final day in the role being 8 August 2025. I have made this 

decision mainly due to some health issues. 

I have greatly appreciated your warm welcome into the role and the time and effort you committed 

to working with me. Together we have made significant progress towards developing a revised 

approach to optimising the management of pests and weeds, including considering issues that may 

be creating a perception of an inconsistent enforcement approach to pest and weed management.  

I anticipate completing the governance of pest and weed management and compliance and 

enforcement projects and providing advice and recommendations to relevant Ministers and 

government prior to completing my term. 

It is expected the process of recruitment for my successor will begin soon with the opening of 

applications to be advertised.  

Finally, many thanks for all your insights, suggestions, comments, information and reflections – it 

has been a pleasure collaborating with you and I will observe with interest further developments in 

the pest and weed management system. 

 

Warm regards 

 

Dr Marion Healy PSM 

NSW Independent Biosecurity Commissioner 

 

Email: biosecurity.commissioner@dpird.nsw.gov.au 

Web: www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/dpi/bfs/independent-biosecurity-commissioner 

 

 

 

 

mailto:biosecurity.commissioner@dpird.nsw.gov.au
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/dpi/bfs/independent-biosecurity-commissioner
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8. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 

Reports of Committees 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the reports of the following committees be received and noted. 
 
 - Central West Regional Weed Committee Meeting Minutes 11th March 2025 
 - Hudson Pear Taskforce Meeting Minutes 12th November 2024 
 - Hudson Pear Taskforce Meeting Minutes 13th May 2025 
 - North West Regional Weeds Committee Meeting Minutes 15th May 2025 
 - ARIC Meeting Agenda 20th February 2025 
 - ARIC Meeting Agenda 15th May 2025 
 
 
Moved: 
Seconded:  
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ITEM 8.1 CENTRAL WEST REGIONAL WEEDS COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
– 11th MARCH 2025 
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ITEM 8.2 HUDSON PEAR TASKFORCE MEETING – 12 NOVEMBER 2024 
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ITEM 8.3 HUDSON PEAR TASKFORCE MEETING – 13 MAY 2025 
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ITEM 8.4 HARRISIA CACTUS TASKFORCE – 13 MAY 2025 

 



Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –23rd June 2025 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

38 

 



Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –23rd June 2025 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

39 

 



Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –23rd June 2025 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

40 

 



Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –23rd June 2025 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

41 

 
 



Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –23rd June 2025 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

42 

 



Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –23rd June 2025 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

43 

ITEM 8.5 NORTH WEST WEEDS OFFICER MEETING MINUTES – 14th MAY 2025 
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ITEM 8.6 NORTH WEST REGIONAL WEEDS COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES – 
15th MAY 2025 
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ITEM 8.7 ARIC MEETING AGENDA – 20th FEBRUARY 2025 
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ITEM 8.8 ARIC MEETING AGENDA – 15th MAY 2025 
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9. REPORT OF THE GENERAL MANAGER 
 

ITEM 9.1 COUNCIL’S DECISION ACTION REPORT – JUNE 2025 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart  

 

Summary: 
This schedule summarises the current position of action taken in respect of matters considered at the 
previous meetings of Council when the outcomes have not been finalised. 
 
Background: 
Attached is the Resolution Register which summaries outstanding action in respect of all resolutions 
which required action and are still outstanding.  The exception is for the last meeting where items that 
have been completed are included.  Members are reminded that any queries should be raised with 
the General Manager prior to the meeting. 
 
Current Position: 
Details of actions taken/being taken are flagged for each motion.  Over time the register may grow in 
size because, whilst resolutions are actioned after the meeting, it is not always possible to resolve 
issues quickly, especially if other government agencies are involved or Council’s own in-house 
resources are stretched, Council has to prioritise work commitments. 
 
In these circumstances the register becomes the simple tool of keeping track of matters awaiting 
attention. 
 
Again, Members are reminded that any queries should be raised with the General Manager prior to 
the meeting as this would streamline the meeting process and also resolve minor issues more 
expediently. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Resolution Register. 
 
Governance Issues: 
Standard Procedure dictates that Council resolutions should be implemented as soon as practicably 
be achieved. 
 
Environmental Issues: 
Nil. 
 
Stakeholders: 
CMCC Council 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil. 
 
Conclusion: 
That the Resolution Register be received and noted.  It is requested that any queries be raised with 
the General Manager prior to meeting day to facilitate proceedings at the meeting. 
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Council’s Decision Action Report – June 2025 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Resolution Register June 2025 be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachment: 
Action Resolution Register.  
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CMCC ACTION RESOLUTION REGISTER 

 
27.06.2022 
 
 
 

 
06/22-11 

 
1. That the report be received and noted. 
 
2. Media Awareness Program to be undertaken by GM in 
conjunction with distribution of flyers with rates notices 
 

GM 

Flyers to quarterly rate notices. Information to be 
advertised in constituent Council newsletter 
 
Media releases have been issued for Harrisia Cactus, St 
Johns Wort and Hudson Pear, African Box Thorn Filed 
Days. 

Continuing 
 
 
Continuing 

 
28.08.23 
 
 
 

 Action Request; 
That the General Manager contact Todd (LLS 
Coordinator) and request that he attend every CMCC 
Council meeting to provide an update on the Hudson 
Pear program. 

GM 
Co-ordinator invited to attend the bi-monthly 
meetings.  May 2025 Requesting Mr. Pallister attend every 
second Council Meeting. 

Continuing 

 
28.04.25 
 
 

 
02/25/10 

That; 
(a) Council received the Model Code of Conduct 

document 
(b) The Code of Conduct be placed on public 

exhibition for a period of 28 days calling for 
comment from the public. 

GM 

Documents uploaded to website for public access. 
Advertisement of documents placed with Western Plains 
App. 
After the 28 day public exhibition period a Report to June 
2025 for adoption. 

Completed 

 
28.04.25 
 

 
02/25/11 

That; 
(a) Council received the Model Code of Meeting 

Practice document 
(b) The Model Code of Meeting Practice be placed 

on public exhibition for a period of 28 days calling 
for comment from the public. 

GM 

Documents uploaded to website for public access. 
Advertisement of documents placed with Western Plains 
App. 
After the 28 day public exhibition period a Report to June 
2025 for adoption. 

Completed 

 
28.04.25 
 

 
02/25/16 

That Council after having considered the Draft Operation 
Plan for 2025/26, Delivery Program 25/06 to 28/29, Long 
Term Financial Plan 25/26 to 34/35, Business Activity 
Strategic Plan 25/26 to 34/35, Asset Management Plan 
22/26 to 34/35 and Workforce Strategy 25/26 to 28/29 be 
placed on public exhibition for a period of 28 days from 
5th May 2025 until 4.30pm on 1st June 2025, inviting 
submission from the public during this time. 

GM 

Documents uploaded to website for public access. 
Advertisement of documents placed with Western Plains 
APP 
After the 28 day public exhibition period a report to Council 
for adoption. 

Completed 

 



 

102 

 

ITEM 9.2 CIRCULARS RECEIVED FROM THE NSW OFFICE OF LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   
 

Summary: 
Copies of circulars received from the Local Government Office Department of Premier and Cabinet 
are attached for Members information. Circulars are emailed to Members when published from 
LGNSW. 

 

Background: 
The General Manager has listed the following circulars issued by the Office of Local Government: 
 

• 25-05 Onsite Wastewater Management Guidelines 
 

• 25-07 Misuse of council resources – 3 May 2025 Federal election 
 

• 25-08 Local Government Code of Accounting Practice and Financial Reporting 2024/25 
 

• 25-09 PSUP Evaluation 2025 
 

• 25-10 2025/26 Determination of the Local Government Renumeration Tribunal 
 

• 25-11 Free speech in local government in NSW Guideline 
 

Governance Issues: 
All circulars have Governance implications. Where necessary the subject of particular circulars will be 
raised in following reports. 
 

Stakeholders:  
Members 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council staff 
 

Financial Implications: 
Obviously some circulars will have a financial impact and where this is the case, Members particular 
attention will be drawn to them. 
 

Conclusion: 
Council will need to comply with the various requirements set out in the circulars. 
 

Circulars Received from the NSW Office of Local Government  

 

Recommendation: 
 
That the information contained in the following Departmental circulars 25-05 to 25-11 from the Local 
Government Division Department of Premier and Cabinet be received and noted.  
 

Moved:   
Seconded:  
 

 

Attachments:  
Circulars 25-05 – 25-11 
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ITEM 9.3 CASH ON HAND AND INVESTMENT REPORT AS AT 30th APRIL 2025 & 
31st MAY 2025 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Executive 
AUTHOR:    Rebecca Wilson – Administration Officer   

 

Summary: 
This report provides a summary and analysis of Council’s cash and investments for the period 
ending 31st May 2025. 
 
Background: 
The investment portfolio consists of bank accounts and fixed rate interest bearing deposits. The 
portfolio is regularly reviewed to maximise investment performance and minimise risk. Council's 
investment portfolio is not subject to share market volatility. 
 
Comparisons are regularly made between existing investments with available products that are not 
part of Council's portfolio, but that meet Council’s policy guidelines. 
 
All investments at 31st May 2025 are compliant with the Relevant Reference Documents and 
Policies listed later in this report. 

 

Current Position: 
Council at 31st May 2025 held a total of $1,332,067.85 in on-call and interest bearing deposits with 
financial institutions within Australia. All investments are held with approved deposit taking institutions 
with a short term rating A-2(A2)/BBB or higher. Council does not have any exposure to unrated 
institutions. 
 
30th April 2025 

Investment 
Number 

Date 
invested 

Amount 

$ 

Lodged 

With 

Rate % 
per 

annum 

Term Due Date 

General Fund 
Bank Account 
Balance  

 $38,885.09 

 

CBA 3.75%  N/A 

 

1711077 

06.03.2025 $500,000.00 Judo 
Bank 

4.70% 182days 03.09.2025 

 

19.12.2024 $500,000.00 AMP 
Bank 

5.20% 182 days 19.06.2025 

TOTAL  $1,038,885.09     

 

31st May 2025 

Investment 
Number 

Date 
invested 

Amount 

$ 

Lodged 

With 

Rate % 
per 

annum 

Term Due Date 

General Fund 
Bank Account 
Balance  

 $332,067.85 

 

CBA 3.75%  N/A 

 

1711077 

06.03.2025 $500,000.00 Judo 
Bank 

4.70% 182days 03.09.2025 

19.12.2024 $500,000.00 AMP 
Bank 

5.20% 182 days 19.06.2025 

TOTAL  $1,332,067.85     
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Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Local Government Act (NSW), 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 
Ministerial Investment Order 5th January 2016 
Investment Policy  
 

Governance issues: 

Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
As per report 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 
Constituent Councils 
Residents of Constituent Councils 
Financial Institutions 
 
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 

1. I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in 

accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local 

Government (General) Regulation 2021, the Investment Order (of the Minister) 5th January 

2016 and Council’s Investments Policy. 

2. I hereby certify that Council’s cash book and ledger have been reconciled to the bank 

statement as at the end of month. 

 

Michael J Urquhart 

General Manager – Responsible Accounting Officer 

Conclusion: 
As at 31st May 2025, Council’s available cash and invested funds totalled $1,332,067.85 
 

Cash and Investment Reports – 30th April 2025 and 31st May 2025 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the investment report for 30th April 2025 and 31st May 2025 be received and noted. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded: 
 

 
Attachments:  
Nil 
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ITEM 9.4 MEMBERS FEES, LOCAL GOVERNMENT RENUMERATION TRIBUNAL 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Executive 
AUTHOR:    General Manager – Michael Urquhart  

 

Summary: 
This report sets out the Local Government Remuneration Tribunals range of fees for 
Councillors/Members and Mayor/Chairperson within each category for 2025/2026. The County 
Council section includes Castlereagh Macquarie County Council. 
 
Background: 
The Remuneration Tribunal in accordance with section 239 and 241 of the Local Government Act 

1993 each year makes its determination for the annual fees payable to Chairperson’s and Members 

of County Council’s. Under sections 248 (4) and 249 (4) of the Act a Council that does not fix its fees 

must pay the appropriate minimum fee determined by the Remuneration Tribunal. 

 
Current Position: 
The tribunal has increased the fees for the forthcoming year by 3.00% in the minimum and maximum 

fees applicable to each category. 

The table below sets out the new fee structure applicable for 2025/2026 and 2024/2025. Council must 

now formally adopt fees within the range as shown in Table 1.0. The Chairperson fee is paid in 

addition to the Member fee. 

 

Table 1.0 

2025/2026 

Category “County 

Councils” Fees 

Category Minimum Category Maximum 

Chairperson 4,490 12,670 

Member 2,090 6,930 

 

Table 2.0 

2024/2025 

Category “County 

Councils” Fees 

Category Minimum Category Maximum 

Chairperson 4,360 12,300 

Member 2,030 6,730 

 

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council has traditionally set the fees at a minimum for both 

Chairperson and Member. Currently the annual fees payable to Members and the Chairperson for the 

2024/2025 financial year are the minimum fee fixed at $2,030 per annum for a Member, and an 

additional fee of $4,360 for the Chairperson. 

 

Determination 
In making its determination, the Remuneration Tribunal reviewed the key economic indicators, 
including: 
• Consumer Price Index for the 12 months to December each year • Wage Price Index for the 12 
months to December each year • Full-time average weekly ordinary time earnings for the 12 months 
to November each year • NSW Public Sector Salaries increases • Local Government State Award 
increases • IPART Rate Peg Base Cost Change • Public Service Senior Executive remuneration 
determinations, by the Statutory and Other Offices Remuneration Tribunal, and • State Members of 
Parliament Basic Salary remuneration determinations by the Parliamentary Remuneration Tribunal. 
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101. On this occasion the Tribunal has determined that a 3% increase will apply to the minimum and 
maximum fees applicable to existing categories. 
 
Superannuation contribution payments 
An amendment to the Local Government Act 1993 permits Council to resolve on superannuation 
contribution payments to Councillors/Members, effective from 1 July 2022.  This would be payable at 
the same frequency as the Councillor/Member fees (monthly) at the current rate of 11.0%, which is 
equivalent to amount under the Commonwealth superannuation legislation if the Councillor/Member 
were an employee of the Council.  The rate will increase by 0.5% percent each year until 1 July 2025 
when it reaches 12%.  This payment is in addition to Councillor/Member fees. 
In order to make a superannuation contribution payment, Council in June 2023 formally resolved to 
pay the superannuation contribution to its members, effective the 1st July 2022. 
A Councillor who does not wish to receive a superannuation contribution payment, may agree in 
writing to forgo or reduce the payment. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government Tribunal Annual Report and Determination 17th April 2025. 
 
Governance issues: 
Council is obliged to adopt a Chairperson and Member fee for the forthcoming financial year in 
accordance with the provisions as set out in the Local Government Act 1993.  
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
Castlereagh County Council 
Castlereagh County Council Members’ 
 
Financial Implications: 
The 2025/2026 Operational Plan has made provision for the Member fees of $19,734 ($1,166 

adjustment required at September QBR) and a Chairperson fee of $4,250 pa (Adjustment of $240 

required at September QBR). A superannuation allocation of $1,049 has been made for 25/26. 

 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Council may adopt an alternate fee. 

 
Conclusion: 
The report recommends that Council adopt the minimum fee for Members and Chairperson for 
2025/2026. 
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Member Fees, Local Renumeration Tribunal 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Member fees be set at the minimum level set by the Local Government Renumeration 
Tribunal for a County Council Category. 
 
 a) The Member fee for 2025/2026 be fixed at $2,090 
 
 b) The Chairperson fee for 2025/2026 be fixed at $4,490 
 
 c) Makes a superannuation contribution payment of 12% to its Members in accordance with
   section 254B of the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded: 
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ITEM 9.5 DRAFT 2025/26 OPERATIONAL PLAN, 2025/26 to 2034/35 BUNINESS 
STRATEGIC PLAN, 2025/26 to 2028/29 DELIVERY PROGRAM AND LONGTERM 
FINANICAL PLAN 2025/26 to 2034/35 INCLUDING ASET MANAGEMENT & 
WORKFORCE PLAN  
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   

 

Summary: 
This report recommends the Operational Plan 2025/26, Delivery Program 25/26 to 28/29, Business 
Activity Strategic Plan 25/26 to 34/35, LTFP 25/26 to 34/35, Asset Management Plan & Workforce 
Plan be formally adopted as required under the Local Government Act 1993 after considering any 
submissions. 
 
Background 
The abovementioned Plans were placed on exhibition on 5th May 2025, and public comment invited 
with submissions closing at 4.30pm on the 1st June 2025. 
 
Current Position 
There were no submissions received during the exhibition period. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies 
Local Government Act 1993 and Integrated Planning and Reporting legislation. 
Local Government Act 1993 

Local Government General Regulation 2021 

 

Governance issues 
Council must comply with the Local Government Act 1993 and Integrated Planning and Reporting 
legislation. 
 
Stakeholders 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 
Constituent Councils 
Office of Local Government 
Land Managers in the Castlereagh County Council area 
 
Financial Implications 
Provision is made in the 2025/26 Operational Plan and LTFP 25/26 to 34/35 to resource the control 

of Invasive Weeds in the County area in accordance with the Bio Security Act 2015. 

Conclusion 
The Operational Plan 2025/26, Delivery Program 25/26 to 28/29, Business Activity Strategic Plan 

25/26 to 34/35, LTFP 25/26 to 34/35, Asset Management Plan & Workforce Strategic Plan. The 

Operational Plan 2025/26 (Scenario 1) have been on display for the statutory 28 days, and it is now 

recommended they be formally adopted. 

 
Recommendation: 
That Council not having received any submissions by the 1st June 2025 now formally adopts the 
Operational Plan for 2025/26 (Scenario 1), Delivery Program 25/26 to 28/29, Long term Financial Plan 
25/26 to 34/35, Business Activity Strategic Plan 25/26 to 34/35, Asset Management Plan 25/26 to 
34/35 and Workforce Strategy 25/26 to 28/29. 
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Draft Operational Place 2025/26, Delivery Program 25/26 to 28/29, Long Term Financial Plan 
25/26 to 34/35, Business Activity Strategic Plan 25/26 to 34/35, Asset Management Plan 25/26 
to 34/35 and Workforce Strategy 25/26 to 28/29. 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council not having received any submissions by the 1st June 2025 now formally adopts the 
Operational Plan for 2025/26 (Scenario 1, Delivery Program 25/26 to 28/29, Long Term Financial Plan 
25/26 to 34/35, Business Activity Strategic Plan 25/26 to 34/35, Asset Management Plan 25/26 to 
34/35 and Workforce Strategy 25/26 to 28/29. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded: 
 

 

Attachments: 

Nil 
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ITEM 9.6 ADOPTION CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Executive 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart – General Manager  

 

Summary: 
This report presents the CMCC Model Code of Conduct for Local Councils in NSW and Procedures 
for adoption after the 28 day display period. 
 
Background: 
This Code of Conduct is made under section 440 of the Local Government Act 1993 and the Local 
Government Regulation 2021.  
 
Current Position: 
In accordance with Section 440(7) Council must adopt its Code of Conduct within 12 months of a new 
term of Council. Council at its April 2025 meeting resolved to place the Model Code of Conduct on 
public display calling for comment from the public. 
Council has not received any submissions during the exhibition period. 
 
Relevant Documents/Policies: 

Local Government Act 1993 

Local Government General Regulation 2021 

Model Code of Conduct for Local Councils in NSW 

Model Code of Meeting Practice for Local Councils in NSW 

 

Stakeholders: 

NSW Government 

CMCC Members and staff 

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 

 
Financial Implications: 

NIL 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

NIL 
 
Conclusion: 

The writer recommends Council having not received any submissions from the public now formally 
adopt the Model Code of Conduct. 
 

Adoption of Model Code of Conduct 

 

Recommendation: 
 

Council now formally adopts the Model Code of Conduct document.  
 

Moved: 
Seconded: 
 

 
 

Attachments:  
Nil 
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ITEM 9.7 ADOPTION OF MODEL CODE OF MEETING PRACTICE 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   

 

Summary: 
This report presents the CMCC Model Code of Conduct of Meeting Practice for Council’s adoption 
after the 28 day public display period. 
 
Background: 
This Code of Meeting Practice is made under section 360 of the Local Government Act 1993 and the 
Local Government Regulation 2021.  
 
Current Position: 
In accordance with Section 360 (3) Council must adopt its Code of Meeting Practice within 12 months 
of a new term of Council. Council at its April 2025 meeting resolved to place the Model Code of 
Meeting Practice on public display calling for comment from the public. 
Council has not received any submissions during the exhibition period. 
 

Relevant Documents/Policies: 

Local Government Act 1993 

Local Government General Regulation 2021 

Model Code of Conduct for Local Councils in NSW 

Model Code of Meeting Practice for Local Councils in NSW 

 

Stakeholders: 

NSW Government 

CMCC Members and staff 

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 

 
Financial Implications: 

NIL 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

NIL 
 
Conclusion: 

The writer recommends Council having not received any submissions from the public now formally 
adopts the Model Code of Meeting Practice. 
 
 

Adoption of Model Code of Meeting Practice 

 

Recommendation: 
 

Council now formally adopts the Model Code of Meeting Practice document.  
 

Moved: 
Seconded: 
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ITEM 9.8 MOU INTERNAL AUDIT & INTERNAL AUDIT CO-ORDINATOR 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   

 

Summary: 
This report is presented to the Council for approval of various undertakings, in order for compliance 
with the Local Government (General) Amendment (Audit, Risk and Improvement Committees) 
Regulation 2023. 
 
Background: 
It is a requirement under the ARIC legislation for Council to implement an Internal Audit program, 
appoint and Internal Auditor and appoint an Internal Audit Co-ordinator. Councils are not required to 
appoint a member of staff to direct and coordinate their internal audit activities if the council has 
entered into an agreement with other councils to share the internal audit function and one of the 
participating councils has appointed a member of staff to direct and coordinate internal audit activities 
on behalf of all the participating councils (section 216P). 
 
Current Position: 
The County Council Network Councils of Upper Hunter, Upper Macquarie and Castlereagh County 
Council have all agreed to seek a quotation as a group for Internal Audit services as it’s a legislative 
requirement that Council has an Internal Audit program. 
It is hoped that a common internal audit program and common Internal auditor service for all three (3) 
Councils will result in cost savings for the group.  

On 5th February 2025 the Network General Managers met with representatives of LG Procurement to 
discuss a Request for Quotation via Vendor Panel platform for Internal Audit Services for the three 
(3) Councils. It was agreed the UMCC Administration Officer be the Vendor Panel (VP) point of contact 
for the RFQ and undertake appropriate VP training. 

Discussions also included the Standing Offer Deed (SOD) which is the Agreement between LGP and 
the approved supplier. Details of schedule “D” of the SOD were also discussed, and this is the 
agreement between Council and the approved supplier. 

In order for the joint arrangement to work seamlessly, it was agreed by all three (3) parties that a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was required to identify a workable process and assign 
various obligations to each of the stakeholders including the Internal Audit firm. All three (3) County 
Council ARIC’s have reviewed the MOU, and the attached document is the final version issued to LG 
Procurement. The term of this appointment is for three (3) years commencing 1st July 2025. 

UMCC has lodged the Quotation Request with LG Procurement, and it’s anticipated a panel of 
applicants will be available in the coming weeks with appointment of a successful Internal Audit firm 
before the 30th June 2025.  

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (General) Amendment (Audit, Risk and Improvement Committees) Regulation 
2023 
OLG NSW Guidelines for Risk Management and Internal Audit 
 
Governance issues: 
Compliance with the abovementioned documents and policies. 
 
Financial Implications: 
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Council has made a small provision in its annual budget for an Internal Audit Services in addition to 
the cost of the ARIC. 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Not Applicable 
 
Conclusion: 
The General Manager highly recommends Council participate in this joint venture arrangement and 
that CMCC appoints the UMCC Biosecurity Administration Manager as its Internal Audit Coordinator. 
The assessment panel shall firstly consider the quotations, then the General Manager will consult with 
the Chairman to discuss the panel and preferred applicant prior to appointment.   
 

 

 

MOU Internal Audit & Internal Aduit Coordinator 

 

Recommendation: 
 

That; 
(a)  Council endorses the actions of the General Manager in progressing a quotation for Internal 

Aduit Services in conjunction with Upper Macquarie and Upper Hunter County Councils. 
 
(b) Council enters into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Upper Macquarie and Upper 

Hunter County Councils for the Internal Audit Services. 
 
(c) Council formally appoints the Upper Macquarie Council’s Biosecurity Administration Manager 

as the Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Internal Audit Coordinator. 
 
(d) The Chairman and General Manager be authorised to appoint on Councils behalf, an 

appropriately qualified Internal Aduit Firm for the shared Internal Audit arrangement for a three 
(3) year period commencing 1st July 2025. 

 
(e) The Chairman and the General Manager be authorised to execute the relevant documents. 
 

Moved: 
Seconded: 
 

 

Attachments: 

Memorandum of Understanding  
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ITEM 9.9 NEW POLICIES & PLANS 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   

 

Summary: 
Council from time to time must introduce new policies or plans for compliance with relevant 

legislation, WH&S obligations, Risk Management and implementation of new procedures or 

processes.  

 

The attached polices are new and are tabled for Council consideration. 

 

Background:  
The writer has in recent months in accordance with requirements of the WH&S and EOFY audit 

reports and ARIC legislation organised and prepared the following policies for presentation to 

Council.  

 

Current Position: 
The following policies are presented as a requirement for compliance with legislation, risk 

management and auditing requirements. 

 

1. Staff Travel & Related Expenses Policy 
2. Cyber Security and Incident Response Policies x 3 
3. ICT System Change Policy 
4. Risk Management Framework 
5. Internal Audit Charter 
6. Disaster Recovery and Business Continuity Plan 
 

 

Governance issues: 
Local Government Act 1993  

Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 

 

Environmental issues: 
NIL 

 

Stakeholders: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council  

Constituent Councils 

County Council LGA Ratepayers 

Council staff 

 

Financial Implications: 
NIL 

 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 
NIL 

 

Conclusion: 
The General Manager is recommending to Council for adoption of the abovementioned policies. 
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New Policies and Plans 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That; 
(a) the report be received 
 
(b) Council adopts the following policies and plans 
 - Staff Travel and Related Expenses Policy 
 - Cyber Security and Incident Response policies x 3 
 - Risk Management Framework 
 - Internal Audit Charter 
 - Disaster Recovery and Business Continuity Plan 
 - ICT System Change Policy 
Moved:  
Seconded: 
 

 

Attachments: 

- Staff Travel and Related Expenses Policy 

 - Cyber Security and Incident Response policies x 3 

 - Risk Management Framework 

 - Internal Audit Charter 

 - Disaster Recovery and Business Continuity Plan 

 - ICT System Change Policy 
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ITEM 9.10 IMPORTANT DATES – UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   

 

Summary: 
A list of upcoming meetings and events is provided for Members information.  
 
Background: 
This report provides Members with an overview of upcoming meetings and events that Castlereagh 
Macquarie County Council staff are involved in.  

 
Current Position: 
Members are requested to raise any queries prior to the meetings listed. 
 
Conclusion:  
Provided there are no changes it is appropriate to receive and note the information. 
 

Important Dates For Members - Upcoming Meetings & Events 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the list of upcoming meetings and events. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded: 
 

 

Attachments: 

Calendar of events 2024/2025 
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IMPORTANT DATES - Upcoming Meetings and Events –2025 

DATE MEETING/FUNCTION LOCATION NOTES 
 

 
4th – 7th August 2025 

 
NSW Weeds 
Conference 

 
Port Macquarie 
 
 

Councillor x1, General 
Manager/Senior Biosecurity 
Officer/Biosecurity Officers x 
2 

 
12th August 2025 
 

 
Macquarie Valley & 
Lachlan Weeds Meeting 

 
Dubbo 

 
Senior Biosecurity  
Officer 
 

 
21st August 2025 
 

 
ARIC Meeting 

 
Online 

 
Deputy Chairperson and 
General Manager 
 

 
21st August 2025 
 

 
Aq Quip 

 
Gunnedah 

 
2 x CMCC Staff 

 
25th August 2025 
 

 
CMCC Council Meeting  
 

 
Coonamble 

 
Members, GM, Senior 
Biosecurity Officer * 
Administration Officer 

 
2nd September 2025 
 

 
Parthenium Meeting  

 
Online 

 
Senior Biosecurity Officer 

 
27th October 2025 
 

 
CMCC Council Meeting  
 

 
Coonamble 

 
Members, GM, Senior 
Biosecurity Officer & 
Administration Officer 
 

 
18th November 2025 
 

 
NSW Bio Control 
Meeting 
 

 
Online 

 
Senior Biosecurity Officer 

 
20th November 2025 
 

 
ARIC Meeting 

 
Online 

 
Deputy Chairperson and 
General Manager  
 

 
24th November 2025 
 

 
CMCC Council Meeting  
 

 
Coonamble 

 
Members, GM, Senior 
Biosecurity Officer & 
Administration Officer 
 

 
2nd December 2025 

 
Parthenium Meeting  

 
Teams 

 
Senior Biosecurity  
Officer 
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10. BIOSECURITY REPORT 
 

ITEM 10.1 QUARTERLY BIOSECUIRTY REPORT 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Biosecurity Control Works 
AUTHOR:    Andrea Fletcher   
 

Summary: 
The attached report provides an update of biosecurity matters in the County Council area. 
 

Background:  
Council has an obligation in accordance with the Biosecurity Act 2015 to prevent, eliminate, minimise, 

and manage biosecurity risks in the County Council local government area. 

 

Current Position: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council provides funding to resource its obligation in accordance with 

the Biosecurity Act 2015, and the adopted Delivery Program and Operational Plan set out the 

activities, objectives and performance measures necessary for compliance. 

 
Governance issues: 
Biosecurity Act 2015 

Local Government Act 1993  

 

Environmental issues: 
Any environmental issues are detailed in the attached update. 

 

Stakeholders: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council  

Constituent Councils 

County Council LGA Ratepayers 

 

Financial Implications: 
Control and compliance operational expenditure matters are funded from the annual operational 

budget. 

 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 
There are no alternate options. 
 

Conclusion: 
The Senior Biosecurity Officer submits the attached report for Councils information. 

 

Quarterly Biosecurity Report 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the report be received and noted 
 

Moved:   
Seconded: 
 

 

Attachments: 
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Senior Biosecurity Officer Information on control activities. 

Gilgandra Agricultural Show – CMCC staff attended the Gilgandra Show on Saturday 10th May with 

our Weeds Education Trailer. It was an eventful day with landowners coming in for weed identification, 

advice and weed reporting. Credit to the show committee for the organizing and the wonderful, 

maintained grounds. 

Walgett Shire - Parkinsonia aerial surveillance and control was conducted W/C 19th May 2025. A 

total of 1890 plants were treated. 82 Barwon, 638 Narran, Brewarrina Narran 1170. Some of 

these plants were detected in May 2024 during surveillance and control, however, were not able to 

be accessed as they were on islands surrounded by water. 

Plant size varies from seedlings 1cm to 10 cm, juvenile up to 6 meters and mature trees. The terrain 

is extremely rough and would not be achieved or accessible without a helicopter. Even landing with a 

helicopter 30km (40169 steps) on foot was covered to reach infestations. Although flooding over the 

past couple of years has made a huge impact with growth stages and new germinations, we are 

seeing progress with reducing plant numbers and plant size.  

Since starting this program in 2023 a total of 5808 plants have been treated. 1414 Barwon, 2892 

Narran, 1482 Narran Brewarrina Shire and 20 Moree Plains Shire. There is an historic site on 

the Namoi River approximately 10 km from Walgett that is monitored and to date have 

managed eradication. 

The final report has been submitted to DPIRD and we have been granted new funding to continue the 

program 2025/2026. This funding is for Walgett Shire and the Unincorporated area where we have 

detected 3 sites. Brewarrina Shire Council will be engaging CMCC to do surveillance and control 

Parkinsonia on the Narran. The next aerial surveillance and control has been scheduled for W/C 13th 

October 2025. 

Jill McGrady from DPRD and I completed a Strategic Plan for Parkinsonia which is now waiting for 

approval and to be signed off by DPI. 
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Good Neighbours Program 

Local Land Services is delivering the Good Neighbours Program (GNP) to increase pest and weed 

management at the boundaries between privately owned land and publicly managed land. 

As part of this program, LLS is enhancing pest and weed management efforts through 

coordinated, multi-agency control activities in priority areas, by fostering collaboration 

between public and private land managers to improve pest and weed management across 

boundaries. 

With successful Round 1 projects now underway, the GNP is seeking additional project 

proposals that deliver a best practice, cross-tenure approach to pest and/or weed 

management that regions and public land managers have the capacity to deliver with GNP 

project support before 30 June 2026. 

What makes a good GNP project? 

• demonstrates cross-tenure cooperation, benefiting both public and private 
landholders 

• incorporates a best practice approach to pest and weed management 

• is additional to any expected BAU (business as usual) work across pest and 

weed management 

• shows data/ metrics of problem and potential positive impacts of project 

implementation or negative impacts if no action is taken 

• demonstrates a plan for delivery of project, not just a problem. 

 

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council has submitted applications for the following. 

 

Warren Shire – Private Properties Harrisia Cactus  

 

Warrumbungle Shire – Mendooran Common African Box Thorn, Rope Pear and Green Cestrum 
and the Castlereagh River covering 30 properties for Green Cestrum. 

 

Coonamble Shire – Quambone Common Green Cestrum and Tiger Pear. 
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Applications close 23rd June 2025.  

 

If successful with funding through the program it will help reduce infestations in size and therefore 
allow landowners / managers and stakeholders to manage these infestations easier in the future by 
reducing costs and time to control.  

 
African Box Thorn Biological Control – I have been speaking with Ben Godden from CISRO. Ben 

has advised the season of workshops has finished, and will recommence in late spring this year, 

around September-October. He also needs to balance this with knowing the fungus needs to be 

released into the environment, which is April-June in NSW. The sequence is usually workshop in 

October to canvas participant interest in the program and then sending the fungus to those 

participants for release in the following autumn of 2026. Ben would like to do the next Workshop in 

Coonabarabran. We will be discussing this at the Weeds Conference in August.  

 

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Weed List  
Management Categories Objective Characteristics of Weeds in this category 
Regional Priority Weeds 
Regional Priority - Eradication 
State Priority – Prevention / eradication 
 
Central West - Warrumbungle Shire 
Common name Scientific name Management priority 
 
African Box Thorn Lycium ferocissimun Regional priority - Assett Protection 
African Olive Oleo europaea sub sp. cuspidata Regional Priority - Containment 
Blackberry Rubus Fruiticosus Rgional priority - Containment 
Blue heliotrope Heliotrope amplexicaule Regional priority - Assett Protection 
Bridal Creeper Asparagus asparagoides Regional Priority - Prevention 
Cats Claw Creeper Dolichandra unguis-cati Regional Priority - Asset protection 
Coolatai Grass Hyparrhenia Regional Priority - Asset protection 
Fire Weed Senecio madagascariensis Regional Priority - Eradication 
Firethorn Pyracantha spp. Regional Priority - Containment 
Giant Reed Arundo donax Regional Priority - Eradication 
Green Cestrum Cestrum parqui Regional Priority - Asset protection 
Harrisia Harrisia spp. Regional Priority - Eradication 
Honey Locust Gleditia triacanthos Regional Priority - Eradication 
Hudson Pear Cylindropuntia palliada Regional Priority - Eradication 
Johnsons Grass sorhum halepense Regional Priority - Asset protection 
Mother of Millions Bryophyllum delagoense Regional Priority - Containment 
Maderia Vine Andera cordifolia State priority - Containment 
Parthenium Weed Parthenium hysterophorus State priority - Prevention 
Prickley Pears Cylindropunia species Regional Priority - Eradication 
Prickley Pears Opuntia species Regional Priority - Asset protection 
Silverleaf Night Shade Solanum elaeagnifolium Regional Priority - Containment 
Serrated Tussock Nassella trichotoma Regional Priority - Containment 
Spiny Burr Grass Cenchrus longispinus Regional Priority - Containment 
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St Johns Wort Hypericum perforatum Regional Priority - Asset protection 
Sticky Nightshade Solanum sisymbriifoliu Regional Priority - Eradication 
Sweet Briar Rosa rubiginosa Regional Priority – Containment 
Central West - Gilgandra 
Common name Scientific name Management priority 
 
African Box Thorn Lycium ferocissimun Regional priority - Assett Protection 
Blue heliotrope Heliotrope amplexicaule Regional priority - Assett Protection 
Cats Claw Creeper Dolichandra unguis-cati Regional Priority - Asset protection 
Coolatai Grass Hyparrhenia Regional Priority - Asset protection 
Giant Reed Arundo donax Regional Priority – Eradication  
Green Cestrum Cestrum parqui Regional Priority - Asset protection 
Harrisia Harrisia spp. Regional Priority - Eradication 
Hudson Pear Cylindropuntia palliada Regional Priority - Eradication 
Johnsons Grass sorhum halepense Regional Priority - Asset protection 
Mother of Millions Bryophyllum delagoense Regional Priority - Containment 
Prickley Pears Cylindropunia species Regional Priority - Eradication 
Prickley Pears Opuntia species Regional Priority - Asset protection 
Silverleaf Night Shade Solanum elaeagnifolium Regional Priority - Containment 
Spiny Burr Grass Cenchrus longispinus Regional Priority - Containment 
St Johns Wort Hypericum perforatum Regional Priority - Asset protection 
Sticky Nightshade Solanum sisymbriifoliu Regional Priority - Eradication 
Sweet Briar Rosa rubiginosa Regional Priority – Containment 
 
 
Central West - Coonamble 
Common name Scientific name Management priority 
African Box Thorn Lycium ferocissimun Regional priority - Assett Protection 
Blue heliotrope Heliotrope amplexicaule Regional priority - Assett Protection 
Coolatai Grass Hyparrhenia Regional Priority - Asset protection 
Giant Reed Arundo donax Regional Priority - Eradication 
Green Cestrum Cestrum parqui Regional Priority - Asset protection 
Harrisia Harrisia spp. Regional Priority - Eradication 
Hudson Pear Cylindropuntia palliada Regional Priority - Eradication 
Johnsons Grass sorhum halepense Regional Priority - Asset protection 
Mother of Millions Bryophyllum delagoense Regional Priority - Containment 
Prickley Pears Cylindropunia species Regional Priority - Eradication 
Prickley Pears Opuntia species Regional Priority - Asset protection 
Silverleaf Night Shade Solanum elaeagnifolium Regional Priority - Containment 
Spiny Burr Grass Cenchrus longispinus Regional Priority - Containment 
St Johns Wort Hypericum perforatum Regional Priority - Asset protection 
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Central West - Warren 
Common name Scientific name Management priority 
 
African Box Thorn Lycium ferocissimun Regional priority - Assett Protection 
 Blue heliotrope Heliotrope amplexicaule Regional priority - Assett Protection 
Cats Claw Creeper Dolichandra unguis-cati Regional Priority - Asset protection 
Coolatai Grass Hyparrhenia Regional Priority - Asset protection 
Giant Reed Arundo donax Regional Priority - Eradication 
Green Cestrum Cestrum parqui Regional Priority - Asset protection 
Harrisia Harrisia spp. Regional Priority - Eradication 
Johnsons Grass sorhum halepense Regional Priority - Asset protection 
Mesquite Prosopis spp Regional Priority - Eradication 
Mother of Millions Bryophyllum delagoense Regional Priority - Containment 
Prickley Pears Cylindropuntia species Regional Priority - Eradication 
Prickley Pears Opuntia species Regional Priority - Asset protection 
Spiny Burr Grass Cenchrus longispinus Regional Priority – Containment 
 

 

North West - Walgett 
Common name Scientific name Management priority 
 
African Box Thorn Lycium ferocissimun Regional priority - Assett Protection 
Coral Cactus / Boxing Glove Cylindropuntis fulgida var mamillata Regional Priority - 
Containment 
Harrisia Harrisia spp. Regional Priority - Containment 
Hudson Pear (White Spine) Cylindropuntia palliada Regional Priority - Eradication excluding 
core infestations 
Hudson Pear (Brown Spine) Tunicata Regional Priority - Eradication excluding core infestations 
Mesquite Prosopis spp Regional Priority - Eradication 
Mother of Millions Bryophyllum delagoense Regional Priority - Assett Protection 
Parthenium Weed Parthenium hysterophorus State priority - Prevention / eradication 
Parkinsonia Parkinsonia aculeata State Priority _ Eradication 
Prickley Pears Cylindropunia species Regional Priority - Eradication excluding core infestations 
Prickley Pears Opuntia species Regional Priority - Assett Protection 
Rope Pear Cylindropuntia imbricata Regional Priority - Assett Protection 
Tiger Pear Aurantiacc Regional Priority - Assett Protection 
Velvety Tree Pear Opuntia tomentosa Regional priority - Assett Protection 
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AGENDA FOR  

CLOSED COUNCIL MEETING 

 

 

Monday, 23rd June 2025 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to clause 7 of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice 
that the Council Meeting of Castlereagh Macquarie County Council will be held at the 
Coonamble Shire Council Chambers on 23rd June 2025 to discuss the items listed in 
the Agenda 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Urquhart 
GENERAL MANAGER
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AGENDA 

11. MOVE INTO CLOSED SESSION  
 

MOVE INTO CLOSED SESSION 

 
Time: ………… 
 
That the public be excluded from the meeting pursuant to Sections 10A of the Local 
Government Act 1993 on the basis that the items deal with: 
 
(2) (a) personnel matters concerning particular individuals (other than councillors) 
 
 
Moved: 
Seconded:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12. CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS/CLOSED COUNCIL MEETING 
 

12.1  Chairperson 
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13. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
 

Return to Open Session 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council return to open session 
 
Moved: 
Seconded: 
 

 
 

 

14. ADOPTION OF CLOSED SESSION REPORTS 
 

Adoption of Closed Session Reports 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council adopt the recommendations of the Close Committee Reports. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded:  
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15. QUESTIONS FOR NEXT MEETING 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16. CONFIRMATION DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

Date: 27th October 2025, in Coonamble  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17. CLOSE OF MEETING 
 

 Time: ……………… 

 

 

 


