
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA FOR  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

 

Monday, 22nd June 2026 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to clause 3.7 of Council’s Code of Meeting 
Practice that the Council Meeting of Castlereagh Macquarie County Council will be held 
at the Coonamble Shire Council Chambers on 22nd June 2026 commencing at 
10:30am to discuss the items listed in the Agenda. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Please Note: The Council Meeting is live streamed and recorded 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Urquhart 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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1. OPENING OF MEETING 
 

Time:  am 

 

2. LIVE STREAMING AND RECORDING OF MEETING 
 

Please note that today’s meeting, other than any confidential sessions, are being recorded and will 
be placed on Council’s website. All in attendance should refrain from making defamatory statements. 
Council takes all care when maintaining privacy, however members of the public gallery and those 
addressing Council should be aware that you are being recorded. 

 

3. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS 
 

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land we gather upon today and pay respect to 
the Elders both past, present and emerging. 
 

4. LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 

Leave of Absence 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the leave of absence received from _______________ is accepted and a leave of absence is 
granted. 
 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
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5. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 

Members and senior staff are reminded of their obligation to declare their interest in any matters 

listed before them.  

In considering your interest you are reminded to include pecuniary, non-pecuniary and conflicts of 

interest as well as any other interest you perceive or may be perceived of you.  

Members may declare an interest at the commencement of the meeting, or alternatively at any time 

during the meeting should any issue progress or arise that would warrant a declaration.  

Members must state their reasons in declaring any type of interest.  

Member Item No. Pecuniary/ 
Non-Pecuniary 

Reason 

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 

 

6. MEMBER OATH/AFFIRMATON  
 

INFORMATION: Statement of Ethical Obligations (3.23 of the Code of Meeting Practice) 

Members are reminded of their oath or affirmation under S.233A Local Government Act 1993.  

 

Oath: “I, [name of councillor] swear that I will undertake the duties of the office of councillor in the best 

interests of the people of [name of council area] and the [name of council] and that I will faithfully and 

impartially carry out the functions, powers, authorities and discretions vested in me under the Local 

Government Act 1993 or any other Act to the best of my ability and judgment”.  

 

Affirmation: “I [name of councillor] solemnly and sincerely declare and affirm that I will undertake the 

duties of the office of councillor in the best interests of the people of [name of council area] and the 

[name of council] and that I will faithfully and impartially carry out the functions, powers, authorities 

and discretions vested in me under the Local Government Act 1993 or any other Act to the best of my 

ability and judgment.” 
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7. PUBLIC PRESENTATION  
 

 
SPEAKER 

 

 
TOPIC 
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8. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES/MATTERS ARISING 
 

ITEM 8.1 MINUTES OF ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD 11th MAY 2026 
 

Minutes of Ordinary Council Meeting – 11th May 2026 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the minutes of the ordinary Council meeting held 11th May 2026 having been circulated be 
confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachments: 
Meeting Minutes – 11th May 2026 
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9. RECISION OF 2025 MODEL CODE OF MEETING PRACTICE 
 

ITEM 9.1 RECISION OF 2025 MODEL CODE OF MEETING PRACTICE 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart  

 

Summary: 
Council at its October 25 Ordinary Meeting formally considered the draft 2025 “Code of Meeting 
Practice” and resolved to place the document on display for a period of 28 days.  
 
In accordance with Section 361 of the Local Government Act 1993, the document went on display for 
28 days and the mandatory 42 days given to the community for lodgement of any submissions. 
At its 23rd February 2026 Ordinary Meeting Council having not received any submissions, formally 
adopted the 2025 Code of Meeting Practice. 
 
Background: 
This Code of Meeting Practice is made under section 360 of the Local Government Act 1993 and the 
Local Government Regulation 2021.  
 
Current Position: 
On 28th May 2026 NSW Office of Local Government Deputy Secretary advised the 2025 Model Code 
of Meeting Practice has been disallowed by the NSW Legislative Council and Council’s should now 
rescind the motion adopting the new Code of Meeting Practice. 
With three (3) months having passed since the resolution, three (3) Councillor signatures is not 
required to rescind the resolution adopting the 2025 Code of Meeting Practice. 
 
“ I am writing to inform you that the Local Government (General) Amendment (Model Code of Meeting 

Practice) Regulation 2025 (Amendment Regulation) which prescribed the 2025 Model Code of 

Meeting Practice for Local Councils in NSW (2025 Model Meeting Code) has been disallowed by the 

Legislative Council. 

The decision by the Legislative Council to disallow the regulation raises two immediate issues: under 

what meeting code will the councils operate and, whether the Government will be progressing another 

regulation for the purposes of prescribing an updated meeting code. 

The practical implications of the disallowance 

Under section 41(4) of the Interpretation Act 1987, if a regulation ceases to have effect because of its 

disallowance, and the regulation amended a regulation that was in force immediately before the 

amending regulation took effect, the disallowance of the amending regulation has the effect of 

restoring or reviving the previous regulation as of the day of its disallowance. 

The disallowance of the Amendment Regulation therefore means that the 2025 Model Meeting Code 

is no longer prescribed for the purposes of section 360 of the Local Government Act 1993 (LG Act) 

and the previous 2021 version of the Model Meeting Code now becomes the prescribed version. 

Under section 360 of the LG Act, councils’ adopted codes of meeting practice must not contain 

provisions that are inconsistent with the mandatory provisions of the prescribed Model Meeting Code. 

This means that provisions of your council’s adopted code of meeting practice based on the now 

disallowed 2025 Model Meeting Code that are inconsistent with the mandatory provisions of the 

previous 2021 Model Meeting Code are no longer permissible. 
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The disallowance of the 2025 Model Meeting Code also means that mandatory provisions of that 

Code that were not mandated in the previous 2021 Model Meeting Code, are no longer mandatory. 

 

Actions councils should be considering at their next meeting 

To minimise confusion about the applicable rules at future meetings and to ensure compliance with 

section 360 of the LG Act, as the first item of business at the next meeting, your council should rescind 

its resolution adopting the 2025 Model Meeting Code. This will have the effect of reinstating your 

council’s previous adopted code of meeting practice containing the mandatory provisions of the 2021 

Model Meeting Code. Because more than 3 months have passed since your council adopted its 

current meeting code, the signatures of 3 councillors are not required to rescind the resolution 

adopting the code.  

Meetings of the council and committees comprising only of councillors should be conducted in 

accordance with the reinstated version of council’s meeting code until such time as it is amended. 

The disallowance of the Amendment Regulation does not prevent councils from including 

supplementary provisions in the reinstated version of their previous meeting code based on the 

provisions of the 2025 Model Meeting Code, provided they are not inconsistent with the mandatory 

provisions of the 2021 Model Meeting Code. If your council wishes to make amendments to the 

reinstated version of its previous meeting code, it will be required to prepare and exhibit a draft code 

in accordance with section 361 of the LG Act. 

Relevant Documents/Policies: 

Local Government Act 1993 

Local Government General Regulation 2021 

Model Code of Conduct for Local Councils in NSW 

Model Code of Meeting Practice for Local Councils in NSW 2021 

 

Stakeholders: 

NSW Government 

NSW Office of Local Government 

CMCC Members and staff 

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 

 
Financial Implications: 

NIL 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 

NIL 
 
Conclusion: 

The writer recommends Council formally rescinds the 2025 “Code of Meeting Practice” as advised by 
the NSW Office of Local Government. 
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Recision Of 2025 Model Code Of Meeting Practice 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That: Council formally rescind resolution 01/26/07 passed at the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 
the 23rd February 2026 which states. 
 
“That Council have not received any submissions from the community, formally adopts the “Code of 
Meeting Practice as tabled” 
 
Moved:  
Seconded: 
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10. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

Correspondence for June 2026 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the correspondence be received and noted. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded: 
 

 
Attachments: 
Correspondence - June 2026 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –22nd June 2026 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

17 

ITEM 10.1 LETTER FROM MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE – CPI INDEXATION 
FOR 2026-2029 WAP 
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11. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 

Reports of Committees 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the reports of the following committees be received and noted. 
 
- North West Regional Weed Officer – Meeting Minutes 13th May 2026 
- Central West Regional Weeds Committee – Meeting Minutes 14th May 2026 
 
Moved: 
Seconded:  
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ITEM 11.1 NORTH WEST REGIONAL WEED OFFICER COMMITTEE – MEETING 
MINUTES 
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ITEM 11.2 CENTRAL WEST REGIONAL WEEDS COMMITTEE – MEETING 
MINUTES 
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12. REPORT OF THE GENERAL MANAGER 
 

ITEM 12.1 COUNCIL’S DECISION ACTION REPORT – MAY 2026 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart  

 

Summary: 
This schedule summarises the current position of action taken in respect of matters considered at the 
previous meetings of Council when the outcomes have not been finalised. 
 
Background: 
Attached is the Resolution Register which summaries outstanding action in respect of all resolutions 
which required action and are still outstanding.  The exception is for the last meeting where items that 
have been completed are included.  Members are reminded that any queries should be raised with 
the General Manager prior to the meeting. 
 
Current Position: 
Details of actions taken/being taken are flagged for each motion.  Over time the register may grow in 
size because, whilst resolutions are actioned after the meeting, it is not always possible to resolve 
issues quickly, especially if other government agencies are involved or Council’s own in-house 
resources are stretched, Council has to prioritise work commitments. 
 
In these circumstances the register becomes the simple tool of keeping track of matters awaiting 
attention. 
 
Again, Members are reminded that any queries should be raised with the General Manager prior to 
the meeting as this would streamline the meeting process and also resolve minor issues more 
expediently. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Resolution Register. 
 
Governance Issues: 
Standard Procedure dictates that Council resolutions should be implemented as soon as practicably 
be achieved. 
 
Environmental Issues: 
Nil. 
 
Stakeholders: 
CMCC Council 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil. 
 
Conclusion: 
That the Resolution Register be received and noted.  It is requested that any queries be raised with 
the General Manager prior to meeting day to facilitate proceedings at the meeting. 
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Council’s Decision Action Report – June 2026 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Resolution Register June 2026 be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachment: 
Action Resolution Register.  
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CMCC ACTION RESOLUTION REGISTER 

 
27.06.2022 
 
 
 

 
06/22-11 

 
1. That the report be received and noted. 
 
2. Media Awareness Program to be undertaken by GM 
in conjunction with distribution of flyers with rates 
notices 
 

GM 

Flyers to quarterly rate notices. Information to be 
advertised in constituent Council newsletter 
 
Media releases have been issued for Harrisia Cactus, St 
Johns Wort and Hudson Pear, African Box Thorn Filed 
Days and Sticky Florestina. 

Continuing 
 
 
Continuing 

 
28.08.23 
 
 
 

  
Action Request; 
 
That the General Manager contact Todd (LLS 
Coordinator) and request that he attend every CMCC 
Council meeting to provide an update on the Hudson 
Pear program. 
 

GM 
Co-ordinator invited to attend the bi-monthly 
meetings.  May 2025 Requesting Mr. Pallister attend 
every second Council Meeting. 

Continuing 

 
25.08.2025 
 
 

 
04/25/18 

 
That the General Manager be authorised to; 
 

1.  Advertise, calling for expressions of interest for 
the sale of the demountable office/amenity 
building situated on Crown Reserve R97121 at 
Coolah and its removal from said land, and 

2. Negotiate with potential purchases to achieve a 
best value price for the sale and removal of the 
office/amenity building.  

 

GM 
Advertising commenced. No responses to date. 
GM to investigate other alternative avenues for sale. 

In progress 

 
27.10.2025 
 
 
 

  
Action Request; 
 
That the General Manager organise a field tour for 
CMCC Members in 2026 
 
 

GM 
To be held in conjunction with Ordinary Meeting of 
Council. 

In progress 
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27.10.2025 
 
 

  
Action Request; 
 
That the General Manager write to Bio Security 
Commissioner and Local Member Mr Roy Buter 
extending an invitation to meet with CMCC Members to 
discuss current bio security matters of concern. 
 

GM 

Emails sent in November 2025. 
GM liaising with Office staff to arrange face to face or 
virtual meetings 
Local Member and Biosecurity Commissioner attending 
11th May meeting via Teams. 

COMPLETE 

 
11.05.2026 
 
 

 
02/26/09 

 
That Council after having considered the Draft 
Operational Plan for 2026/27 with scenario 1 as the 
preferred option, Delivery Program 25/26 to 28/29 as 
amended, Long Term Financial Plan 26/27 to 35/36, 
Asset Management Plan 26/27 to 35/36 and Workforce 
Strategy 25/26 to 28/29 be placed on public exhibition 
for a period of 28 days form the 13th May 2026 until 
4:30pm on 9th June 2026, inviting submissions from the 
public during this time. 

GM 
Documents placed on public exhibition, no submissions 
were received during public exhibition period. 

COMPLETED 

 
11.05.2026 
 

 
02/26/11 

 
That; 

1. the report be received and noted. 
2. The County Council organises a letterbox drop 

and combined mail out to relevant landholders in 
the Warrumbungle, Warren, Gilgandra and 
Coonamble Shires. 

GM 

Staff are organising pamphlets which are specific to each 
LGA’s and the invasive weed that is prevalent in that 
area. Landowner obligations for invasive weed control 
along river systems will also be explained. 

In progress 
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ITEM 12.2 CIRCULARS RECEIVED FROM THE NSW OFFICE OF LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   
 

Summary: 
Copies of circulars received from the Local Government Office Department of Premier and Cabinet 
are attached for Members information. Circulars are emailed to Members when published from 
LGNSW. 

 

Background: 
The General Manager has listed the following circulars issued by the Office of Local Government: 
 

• 26-05 Determination of the Local Government Renumeration Tribunal 
 

• 26-06 Rating Information  
 

• 26-07 Time Series Data 2024-25 
 

Governance Issues: 
All circulars have Governance implications. Where necessary the subject of particular circulars will be 
raised in following reports. 
 

Stakeholders:  
Members 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council staff 
 

Financial Implications: 
Obviously, some circulars will have a financial impact and where this is the case, Members particular 
attention will be drawn to them. 
 

Conclusion: 
Council will need to comply with the various requirements set out in the circulars. 
 

Circulars Received from the NSW Office of Local Government  

 

Recommendation: 
 
That the information contained in the following Departmental circulars 26-05 to 26-07 from the Local 
Government Division Department of Premier and Cabinet be received and noted.  
 

Moved:   
Seconded:  
 

 

Attachments:  
Circulars 26-05 to 26-07 
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ITEM 12.3 CASH ON HAND AND INVESTMENT REPORT AS AT 30th APRIL 2026 
& 31st MAY 2026 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Executive 
AUTHOR:    Rebecca Wilson – Administration Officer   

 

Summary: 
This report provides a summary and analysis of Council’s cash and investments for the period 
ending 31st May 2026. 
 
Background: 
The investment portfolio consists of bank accounts and fixed rate interest bearing deposits. The 
portfolio is regularly reviewed to maximise investment performance and minimise risk. Council's 
investment portfolio is not subject to share market volatility. 
 
Comparisons are regularly made between existing investments with available products that are not 
part of Council's portfolio, but that meet Council’s policy guidelines. 
 
All investments at 31st May 2026 are compliant with the Relevant Reference Documents and 
Policies listed later in this report. 

 

Current Position: 
Council at 31st March 2026 held a total of $1,357,519.65 in on-call and interest bearing deposits with 
financial institutions within Australia. All investments are held with approved deposit taking institutions 
with a short term rating A-2(A2)/BBB or higher. Council does not have any exposure to unrated 
institutions. 
 

30th April 2026 

Investment 
Number 

Date 
invested 

Amount 

$ 

Lodged 

With 

Rate % 
per 

annum 

Term Due Date 

General Fund 
Bank Account 
Balance  

 $476,986.29 

 

CBA 3.00%  N/A 

 17.12.2025 $500,000.00 Judo 
Bank Pty 

Ltd 

4.60% 182days 16.06.2026 

 05.02.2026 $500,000.00 MyState 
Bank 

Limited 

4.60% 180days 04.08.2026 

TOTAL  $1,476,986.29     
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31st May 2026 

Investment 
Number 

Date 
invested 

Amount 

$ 

Lodged 

With 

Rate % 
per 

annum 

Term Due Date 

General Fund 
Bank Account 
Balance  

 $357,519.65 

 

CBA 3.00%  N/A 

 17.12.2025 $500,000.00 Judo 
Bank Pty 

Ltd 

4.60% 182days 16.06.2026 

 05.02.2026 $500,000.00 MyState 
Bank 

Limited 

4.60% 180days 04.08.2026 

TOTAL  $1,357,519.65     

 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Local Government Act (NSW), 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 
Ministerial Investment Order 5th January 2016 
Investment Policy  
 

Governance issues: 

Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
As per report 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 
Constituent Councils 
Residents of Constituent Councils 
Financial Institutions 
 
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 

1. I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in 

accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local 

Government (General) Regulation 2021, the Investment Order (of the Minister) 5th January 

2016 and Council’s Investments Policy. 

2. I hereby certify that Council’s cash book and ledger have been reconciled to the bank 

statement as at the end of month. 

 

Michael J Urquhart 

General Manager – Responsible Accounting Officer 

 



Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –22nd June 2026 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

43 

Conclusion: 
As at 31st March 2026, Council’s available cash and invested funds totalled $1,357,519.65 
 

Cash and Investment Reports – 30th April 2026 and 31st May 2026 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the investment report for 30th April 2026 and 31st May 2026 be received and noted. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded: 
 

 
Attachments:  
Nil 
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ITEM 12.4 MEMBER FEES, LOCAL GOVERNMENT RENUMERATION TRIBUNAL 
 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   

 

Summary: 
This report sets out the Local Government Remuneration Tribunals range of fees for 
Councillors/Members and Mayor/Chairperson within each category for 2026/2027. The County 
Council section includes Castlereagh Macquarie County Council. 
 
Background: 
The Remuneration Tribunal in accordance with section 239 and 241 of the Local Government Act 

1993 each year makes its determination for the annual fees payable to Chairperson’s and Members 

of County Council’s. Under sections 248 (4) and 249 (4) of the Act a Council that does not fix its fees 

must pay the appropriate minimum fee determined by the Remuneration Tribunal. 

 
Current Position: 
The tribunal has increased the fees for the forthcoming year by 3.70% in the minimum and maximum 

fees applicable to each category. 

The table below sets out the new fee structure applicable for 2025/2026 and 2026/2027. Council must 

now formally adopt fees within the range as shown in Table 1.0. The Chairperson fee is paid in 

addition to the Member fee. 

Table 1.0 

2026/2027 

Category “County 

Councils” Fees 

Category Minimum Category Maximum 

Chairperson 4,660 13,140 

Member 2,170 7,190 

 

Table 2.0 

2025/2026 

Category “County 

Councils” Fees 

Category Minimum Category Maximum 

Chairperson 4,490 12,670 

Member 2,090 6,930 

 

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council has traditionally set the fees at a minimum for both 

Chairperson and Member. 

Currently the annual fees payable to Members and the Chairperson for the 2025/2026 financial year 
are the minimum fee fixed at $2,090 per annum for a Member, and an additional fee of $4,490 for the 
Chairperson. 
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Determination 

For reasons explained below, the Tribunal has determined that from 1 July 2026 there must be a 3.7% 
increase in the current minimum and maximum fees applicable to each category of Council, as well 
in the fees of the appointed Chairperson and appointed Councillors of Central Darling Shire Council.  

That reflecting increases in the cost of living. Relevant indicators since the 2025 adjustment, including: 

 • Consumer Price Index for the 12 months to February 2026 of 3.7%;  

• Wage Price Index for the 12 months to December 2025 of 3.4%;  

• Full-time average weekly ordinary time earnings for the 12 months to November 2025;  

• NSW Public Sector Salaries increases for FY 2025/26 of 3%;  

• Local Government State Award increases for FY 2025/26 of 3%;  

• IPART Rate Peg Base Cost Change for FY 2025/26 of 3.6%;  

• The 2025 Public Service Senior Executive remuneration determinations of the Statutory and Other 
Offices Remuneration Tribunal; and  

• The 2025 State Members of Parliament Basic Salary remuneration determination of the 
Parliamentary Remuneration Tribunal.  

Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government Tribunal Annual Report and Determination 23rd April 2026. 
 
Governance issues: 
Council is obliged to adopt a Chairperson and Member fee for the forthcoming financial year in 
accordance with the provisions as set out in the Local Government Act 1993.  
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
Castlereagh County Council 
Castlereagh County Council Members’ 
 
Financial Implications: 
The 2026/2027 Operational Plan has made provision for the Member fees of $20,400 ($500 

adjustment required at September QBR) and a Chairperson fee of $4,400 pa (Adjustment of $90 

required at September QBR). A superannuation allocation of $1,100 has been made for 26/27. 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Council may adopt an alternate fee. 
 
Conclusion: 
The report recommends that Council adopt the minimum fee for Members and Chairperson for 
2026/2027. 
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Member Fees, Local Government Renumeration Tribunal  

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Member Fees be set at the minimum level set by the Local Government Renumeration 
Tribunal for a County Council Category. 
 
a) The member fee for 2026/2027 be fixed at $2,170 
b) The Chairperson fee for 2026/2027 be fixed at $4,660 
c) Makes a superannuation contribution payment of 12% to its Members in accordance with section 
254B of the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded: 
 

 
Attachments:  
Nil 
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ITEM 12.5 DRAFT 2026/27 OPERATIONAL PLAN. 2025/26 to 2028/29 DELIVERY 
PROGRAM AS AMENDED AND LONGTERM FINANCIAL PLAN 2026/27 to 
2035/36 INCLUDING ASSET MANAGEMENT PLAN AND WORKFORCE 
STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   

 
Summary 
This report recommends the Operational Plan 2026/27, Delivery Program 25/26 to 28/29 as amended, LTFP 
26/27 to 35/36, Resourcing Strategy (Asset Management Plan & Workforce Strategic Plan) Fees and Charges 
be formally adopted as required under the Local Government Act 1993 after considering any submissions. 
 
Background 
The abovementioned Plans were placed on exhibition on 13th May 2026, and public comment invited with 
submissions closing at 4.30pm on the 9th June 2026. 
 
Current Position 
There were no submissions received during the exhibition period. 

 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies 
Local Government Act 1993 and Integrated Planning and Reporting legislation. 
Local Government Act 1993 

Local Government General Regulation 2021 

Governance issues 
Council must comply with the Local Government Act 1993 and Integrated Planning and Reporting legislation. 
 
Stakeholders 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 
Constituent Councils 
Office of Local Government 
Land Managers in the Castlereagh County Council area 
 
Financial Implications 
Provision is made in the 2026/27 Operational Plan and LTFP 26/27 to 35/36 to resource the control of 

Invasive Weeds in the County area in accordance with the Bio Security Act 2015. 

Conclusion 
The Operational Plan 2026/27, Delivery Program 25/26 to 28/29 as amended, LTFP 26/27 to 35/36, 

Resourcing Strategy (Asset Management Plan & Workforce Strategic Plan) Fees and Charges. The 

Operational Plan 2026/2027 (Scenario 1 has been on display for the statutory 28 days, and it is now 

recommended they be formally adopted. 

 
Recommendation: 
That Council, not having received any submissions by the 9th June 2026 now formally adopts the Operational 
Plan for 2026/27 (Scenario 1), Delivery Program 25/26 to 28/29 as amended, Long term Financial Plan 26/27 
to 35/36, Asset Management Plan 26/27 to 35/36 and Workforce Strategy 25/26 to 28/29, Fees and Charges. 
 

 
Moved:  
Seconded:   

 
 
Attachments:   
NIL 



Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –22nd June 2026 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

48 

 

 

 

Draft 2026/27 Operational Plan, 2025/26 to 2028/29 Delivery Program as amended and LTFP 
2026/27 to 2035/36 including Asset Management Plan and Workforce Strategic Plan 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council, not having received any submissions by the 9th June 2026 now formally adopts the 
Operational Plan for 2026/2027 (Scenario 1), Delivery Program 25/26 to 28/29 as amended, Long 
Term Financial Plan 26/27 to 35/36, Asset Management Plan 26/27 to 35/36 and Workforce Strategy. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded: 
 

 

Attachments: 

Nil 
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ITEM 12.6 CMCC AUDIT RISK IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE (ARIC) – 
STRATEGIC WORK PLAN & ANNUAL WORK PLAN 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   

 

Summary: 
This report tables the ARIC Strategic Work plan for Council consideration. The Plan has been 
reviewed by CMCC’s ARIC and approved for presenting to Council for formal adoption. 
 
Background 
The Local Government Act 1993, the General (General) Regulation 2021 and the Guidelines for Risk 
Management and Internal Audit for Local Government require the Council ARIC to develop a Strategic 
Workplan and an Annual Workplan. 
 
Current Position 
The CMCC ARIC has reviewed the attached revised plans and approved of their presentation to 
Council for adoption. 
Performance shall be closely monitored over the next year by the ARIC for compliance with the Plan 
and it shall be revised annually to accommodate for any improvements or legislative changes. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies 

• Local Government Act 1993 
 

• Local Government General (General) Regulation 2021 
 

• Guidelines for Risk Management and Internal Audit for Local Government 
 
Governance issues 
Council must comply with the Local Government Act 1993, the General Regulation and the NSW OLG 
Guidelines for Internal Audit. 
 
Stakeholders 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 
Constituent Councils 
Office of Local Government 
CMCC ARIC 
 
Financial Implications 
Provision is made in the 2026/27 Operational Plan and LTFP 26/27 to 35/36 to resource the Council 

ARIC. 

Conclusion 
The CMCC ARIC Strategic Wok Plan 22/26 to 28/29 and Annual Work Plan 26/27 is tabled for Council 

consideration. 
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CMCC Audit Risk Improvement Committee (ARIC) – Strategic Work Plan and Annual Work Plan 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council formally adopt the CMCC ARIC Strategic Work Plan 25/26 to 28/29 and Annual Work 
Plan for 26/27. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded: 
 

 

Attachments: 

CMCC ARIC Strategic Work Plan and Annual Work Plan 
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ITEM 12.7 ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND PAYROLL CHANGE CONTROL POLICY 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   

 

Summary: 
Council from time to time must introduce new policies/plans or review policies/plans for compliance 

with relevant legislation, WH&S obligations, Risk Management and implementation of new procedures 

or processes. The attached policy is new and tabled for Council consideration. 

 

Background:  
The writer has in recent months in accordance with requirements of the EOFY audit reports 

commenced revision of policies and procedures to minimise fraud and exposure to cyber-attack.  

 

Current Position: 
The following policy is presented as a requirement for compliance with legislation, risk management 

and auditing requirements. 

 

Accounts Payable and Payroll Change Control Policy 

 

Governance issues: 
Local Government Act 1993  

Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 

Compliance with the Audit Office Management report 

 

Environmental issues: 
NIL 

 

Stakeholders: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council  

Constituent Councils 

County Council LGA Ratepayers 

Council staff 

 

Financial Implications: 
Failure to comply with the new policy may result in increased exposure to risk of fraud through cyber-

attack. 

 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 
NIL 

 

Conclusion: 
The General Manager is recommending to Council for adoption of the abovementioned policy. 
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Accounts Payable and Payroll Change Control Policy 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That ; 
 
1.the report be received. 
 
2. Council adopts the Accounts Payable and Payroll Change Control Policy as tabled. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded: 
 

 

Attachments: 

Accounts Payable and Payroll Change Control Policy. 
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ITEM 12.8 PAYMENT OF EXPENSES & PROVISION OF FACILITIES TO 
COUNCILLORS - POLICY 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   

 

Summary: 
The revised policy is presented to Council for consideration. 

 

Background:  
Each year Council must review its “Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities to Councillors” 

policy. The revised policy is then placed on public exhibition for a period of 28 days for public 

comment. When adopted a copy shall be placed on Council’s web site. 

 

Current Position: 
The writer has reviewed the amended policy to ensure the various provisions comply with the Office 

of Local Government (OLG) guidelines. The only change being, provision for accommodation and 

meals expenses when attending a Council function out of ordinary hours when the venue is greater 

than 50klms from the Members residential address. 

 

Governance issues: 
Local Government Act 1993. 

Local Government General Regulation 2021. 

 

Environmental issues: 
NIL. 

 

Stakeholders: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council  

Castlereagh Macquarie County Members 

 

Financial Implications: 
Provision made for expenses in budget in accordance with policy. 

 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Not include the provision in the revised policy. 

 

Conclusion: 
The Payment of Expenses & Provision of Facilities to Councillors policy is tabled for Council’s 

consideration. 
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Payment of Expenses & Provision of Facilities to Councillors - Policy 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That ; 
 
1.the General Manager’s report be received. 
 
2. Council adopts the Payment of Expenses & Provision of Facilities to Councillors policy as tabled. 
 
3. the policy be placed on public exhibition for a period of 28 days and public submissions be invited.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded: 
 

 

Attachments: 

Payment of Expenses & Provision of Facilities to Councillors - Policy 
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ITEM 12.9 IMPORTANT DATES – UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   

 

Summary: 
A list of upcoming meetings and events is provided for Members information.  
 
Background: 
This report provides Members with an overview of upcoming meetings and events that Castlereagh 
Macquarie County Council staff are involved in.  

 
Current Position: 
Members are requested to raise any queries prior to the meetings listed. 
 
Conclusion:  
Provided there are no changes it is appropriate to receive and note the information. 
 

Important Dates For Members - Upcoming Meetings & Events 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the list of upcoming meetings and events. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded: 
 

 

Attachments: 

Calendar of events 2026 
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IMPORTANT DATES - Upcoming Meetings and Events –2026 

DATE MEETING/FUNCTION LOCATION NOTES 
 

 
22 June 2026 
 
 

 
CMCC Council Meeting 

 
Coonamble 

 
Members, GM, Senior 
Biosecurity Officer & 
Administration Officer 
 

 
23 June 2026 

 
State Prickle Bush 
Meeting 
 

 
Teams Meeting 

 
Senior Bio Security Officer 

 
24 June 2026 

 
Central West LLS 
Weeds Workshop 
 

 
Coonabarabran  

 
Senior Bio Security Officer 

 
30 August – 1 
September 2026 
 

 
Lightning Ridge Opal 
Festival  

 
Lightning Ridge 

 
Senior Bio security officer 

 
1 August 2026 

 
Central West Regional 
Meeting 
 

 
Parkes 

 
Senior Bio security officer 

 
18 – 20 August 2026 

 
Ag Quip  

 
Gunnedah 

 
Senior Bio security officer 
 

 
20 August 2026 
 

 
ARIC Meeting 

 
Teams Meeting 
 

 
ARIC Committee, GM & 
Deputy Chair 
 

 
31 August 2026 
 
 

 
CMCC Council Meeting 

 
Gilgandra 

 
Members, GM, Senior 
Biosecurity Officer & 
Administration Officer 
 

 
26 October 2026 
 
 

 
CMCC Council Meeting 

 
Coonamble 

 
Members, GM, Senior 
Biosecurity Officer & 
Administration Officer 
 

 
4 November 2026 

 
NSW Bio Control 
Meeting  
 

 
Lightning Ridge 

 
Senior Bio security officer 

 
4 November 2026 

 
Hudson Pear Taskforce 
Meeting 
 

 
Lightning Ridge 

 
Senior Bio security officer 

 
4 November 2026 

 
Harrisia Taskforce 
Meeting 
 

 
Lightning Ridge 

 
Senior Bio security officer 

 
19 November 2026 
 

 
ARIC Meeting 

 
Teams Meeting 

 
ARIC Committee, GM & 
Deputy Chair 
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30 November 2026 
 
 

 
CMCC Council Meeting 

 
Coonamble 

 
Members, GM, Senior 
Biosecurity Officer & 
Administration Officer 
 

 
8 December 2026 
 

Central West Regional 
Meeting 

Nyngan Senior Bio security officer 
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13. BIOSECURITY REPORT 
 

ITEM 13.1 QUARTERLY BIOSECUIRTY REPORT 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Biosecurity Control Works 
AUTHOR:    Andrea Fletcher   
 

Summary: 
The attached report provides an update of biosecurity matters in the County Council area. 
 

Background:  
Council has an obligation in accordance with the Biosecurity Act 2015 to prevent, eliminate, minimise, 

and manage biosecurity risks in the County Council local government area. 

 

Current Position: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council provides funding to resource its obligation in accordance with 

the Biosecurity Act 2015, and the adopted Delivery Program and Operational Plan set out the 

activities, objectives and performance measures necessary for compliance. 

 
Governance issues: 
Biosecurity Act 2015 

Local Government Act 1993  

 

Environmental issues: 
Any environmental issues are detailed in the attached update. 

 

Stakeholders: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council  

Constituent Councils 

County Council LGA Ratepayers 

 

Financial Implications: 
Control and compliance operational expenditure matters are funded from the annual operational 

budget. 

 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 
There are no alternate options. 
 

Conclusion: 
The Senior Biosecurity Officer submits the attached report for Councils information. 

 

Quarterly Biosecurity Report 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the report be received and noted 
 

Moved:   
Seconded: 
 

 

Attachments: Report for Senior Bio Security Officer  
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Senior Biosecurity Weed Officer – Operational Report 
 

13 April – 10 June 2026 

1. LOCAL ISSUES WITH PRIORITY WEEDS 

• Coonamble – Ongoing 
African Boxthorn 
Green Cestrum 
Hudson Pear 
Tiger Pear 
 

• Gilgandra 
African Boxthorn 
Green Cestrum 
Hudson Pear 
Tiger Pear 
 

• Warrumbungle 
African Boxthorn 

Blackberry 

Green Cestrum 

Honey Locust 

Hudson Pear 

Tiger Pear 

 

• Warren 
African Boxthorn 

Green Cestrum 

Harrisia Cactus 

Tiger Pear 

 

• Walgett 
Hudson Pear Pallida and Tunicata 

Parthenium 

Riverina Pear Elata spp. 

 

2. NEW ISSUES FOR MEMBER COUNCIL AREAS 
 

• Coonamble 
Nil to report 

• Gilgandra 
NIL to report 

• Warrumbungle 
New Cacti species detected Baradine area Opuntia rioplatenis 
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• Warren 
NIL to report 

 

• Walgett 
Parthenium – 21 plants found on Gingie Road approximately 25km from Walgett. This 

infestation is near IP38.  

 

3. INSPECTIONS 
Full inspection report 01/07/2025 – 30/06/2026 to be presented at the August 2026 CMCC Council 
Meeting. 

 
4. SPECIAL PROJECTS 
Coonamble and Warrumbungle Shires – Aerial surveillance conducted 14th April from Quanda 

5 ways and surrounding perimeters of Coonamble and Warrumbungle. New Hudson Pear plants 

were found on private properties with historic infestations and 17 plants detected in the 

Warrumbungle Shire. The 17 plants are additional to the 8 plants found on the Warrumbungle 

Shire roadside 17km from Quanda 5 ways. 

 

 

Walgett 

29th April 2026 CMCC assisted with the Parthenium site at Croppa Creek. No plants were found. 
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5. OTHER HAPPENINGS 

 

Ag Fair Broken Hill - 1st and 2nd April There were 6700 people through the gates. CMCC was one 

of  300 exhibitors showing casing various education material and 8 cacti species including biological 

material. Cylindropuntia pallida and Tunicata on display was the draw card for conversation. 

Scott Barrett MLC spent 30 minutes at our stand discussing weeds and learning the identification of 

cacti species. 

 

Coonamble Shire – 15th April 2026 

Coonamble Shire -15th April, Weed Officers from Parkes, Narromine, Bogan and Lachlan Shires along 

with Central West Local Land Services and DPRID assisted CMCC with a delimitation at Quanda. 

This collaborative approach started 5 years ago meeting on site equipped with backpacks finding 

small plants hiding behind stumps and hidden in vegetation. Great results are being achieved finding 

those that would be the next generation. 

 

 
 

Coonamble – Inland rail proceeded with drilling test holes at Quanda 5 ways. CMCC meet with the 

ground staff 6th May 2026 to inspect drilling sites and machinery. 6th May was the same day Inland 

announced all work on the northern legs Narromine to Narrabri and beyond had been indefinitely 

paused after an independent review revealed the full Brisbane to Melbourne line would cost at least 

$45 billion. Despite this announcement however the drilling still commenced to complete their 

contract before returning to Sydney.    

The federal funding cuts directly eliminate planned rail line upgrades between Gilgandra and 

Coonamble. These specific upgrades were designed to connect Coonamble’s immense local grain 

supply and freight networks straight into the national rail spine. Local producers now lose out on 

faster, more competitive freight access to major ports. 
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Western Unincorporated Area - 21st April 2026 

Arial surveillance and control Stephens Creek Unincorporated area Broken Hill. There were only a 

couple of plants ranging size of 1 metre high and approximately 200 plants ranging from 3 to 5 CMS. 

 

Aerial inspections were carried out over the unincorporated area. We currently have 1 Rubber Vine 

site in Tibooburra IP6 the other 4 sites we had has been eradicated and currently working on 3 sites 

with Parkinsonia. 

 

Hudson Pear monitoring with DPIRD at Stephen Creek – 19th May 2026 

 

Cross Region Meetings at Lightning Ridge – May 2026 

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council hosted 6 meetings in Lighting Ridge. It was such a wonderful 

week seeing everyone involved attending the tours at the Australia Opal Centre, Monitoring sites, 

several cacti nursery sites, entering the photo competition with super snaps of “Weeds in the 

Landscape”, collecting biological material for their own patch, conversations sharing ideas, 

encouraging each other and discussing challenges. 

Australian Opal Centre Tour – 12.05.2026 

Hudson Pear Taskforce Meeting – 12.05.2026 

Cumborah Hudson Pear Site and Grawin – 12.05.2026 

Harrisia Taskforce Meeting – 12.05.2026 

Macquarie & Valley Lachlan Weeds Meeting – 13.05.2026 

North West Weedo Meeting – 13.05.2026 

Hudson Pear Monitoring (in field) – 13.05.2026 

Lorne Station Hudson Pear Field Tour – 14.05.2026 

Northwest Regional Meeting – 14.05.2026 

Central West Regional Meeting – 14.05.2026 
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AGENDA FOR  

CLOSED COUNCIL MEETING 

 

 

Monday, 22nd June 2026 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to clause 7 of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice 
that the Council Meeting of Castlereagh Macquarie County Council will be held at the 
Coonamble Shire Council Chambers on 22nd June 2026 to discuss the items listed in 
the Agenda 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Urquhart 
GENERAL MANAGER
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AGENDA 

14. MOVE INTO CLOSED SESSION  
 

MOVE INTO CLOSED SESSION 

 
Time: ………… 
 
That the public be excluded from the meeting pursuant to Sections 10A of the Local 
Government Act 1993 on the basis that the items deal with: 
 
(2) (a) personnel matters concerning particular individuals (other than councillors) 
 
 
Moved: 
Seconded:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15. CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS/CLOSED COUNCIL MEETING 
 

15.1  Chairperson 
 

15.1.1 General Manager Annual Performance Review 
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16. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
 

Return to Open Session 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council return to open session 
 
Moved: 
Seconded: 
 

 
 

 

17. ADOPTION OF CLOSED SESSION REPORTS 
 

Adoption of Closed Session Reports 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council adopt the recommendations of the Close Committee Reports. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded:  
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18. QUESTIONS FOR NEXT MEETING 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19. CONFIRMATION DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

Date: 31st August 2026, in Gilgandra - TBC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20. CLOSE OF MEETING 
 

 Time: ……………… 

 

 


