
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA FOR  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

 

Monday, 31st August 2026 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to clause 3.7 of Council’s Code of Meeting 
Practice that the Council Meeting of Castlereagh Macquarie County Council will be held 
at the Gilgandra Library Hub on 31st August 2026 commencing at 9:30am to discuss 
the items listed in the Agenda. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Please Note: The Council Meeting is live streamed and recorded 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Urquhart 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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1. OPENING OF MEETING 
 

Time:  am 

 

2. LIVE STREAMING AND RECORDING OF MEETING 
 

Please note that today’s meeting, other than any confidential sessions, are being recorded and will 
be placed on Council’s website. All in attendance should refrain from making defamatory statements. 
Council takes all care when maintaining privacy, however members of the public gallery and those 
addressing Council should be aware that you are being recorded. 

 

3. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS 
 

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land we gather upon today and pay respect to 
the Elders both past, present and emerging. 
 

4. LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 

Leave of Absence 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the leave of absence received from Member Penny Heuston is accepted and a leave of 
absence is granted. 
 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:  
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5. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 

Members and senior staff are reminded of their obligation to declare their interest in any matters 

listed before them.  

In considering your interest you are reminded to include pecuniary, non-pecuniary and conflicts of 

interest as well as any other interest you perceive or may be perceived of you.  

Members may declare an interest at the commencement of the meeting, or alternatively at any time 

during the meeting should any issue progress or arise that would warrant a declaration.  

Members must state their reasons in declaring any type of interest.  

Member Item No. Pecuniary/ 
Non-Pecuniary 

Reason 

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

   

 

 

6. MEMBER OATH/AFFIRMATON  
 

INFORMATION: Statement of Ethical Obligations (3.23 of the Code of Meeting Practice) 

Members are reminded of their oath or affirmation under S.233A Local Government Act 1993.  

 

Oath: “I, [name of councillor] swear that I will undertake the duties of the office of councillor in the best 

interests of the people of [name of council area] and the [name of council] and that I will faithfully and 

impartially carry out the functions, powers, authorities and discretions vested in me under the Local 

Government Act 1993 or any other Act to the best of my ability and judgment”.  

 

Affirmation: “I [name of councillor] solemnly and sincerely declare and affirm that I will undertake the 

duties of the office of councillor in the best interests of the people of [name of council area] and the 

[name of council] and that I will faithfully and impartially carry out the functions, powers, authorities 

and discretions vested in me under the Local Government Act 1993 or any other Act to the best of my 

ability and judgment.” 
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7. PUBLIC PRESENTATION  
 

 
SPEAKER 

 

 
TOPIC 

 
Nil 
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8. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES/MATTERS ARISING 
 

ITEM 8.1 MINUTES OF ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD 22nd JUNE 2026 
 

Minutes of Ordinary Council Meeting – 22nd June 2026 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the minutes of the ordinary Council meeting held 22nd June 2026 having been circulated be 
confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded:  
 

 
Attachments: 
Meeting Minutes – 22nd June 2026 
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9. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

Correspondence for August 2026 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the correspondence be received and noted. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded: 
 

 
Attachments: 
Correspondence – August 2026 
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ITEM 9.1 LETTER TO DPIRD – SALE OF CACTI SPECIES & POTENTIAL 
FUTURE WEED RISKS IN NSW 
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ITEM 9.2 RESPONSE FROM DPIRD – RE: SALE OF CACTI SPECIES & 
POTENTIAL FUTURE WEED RISKS IN NSW 
 

From: Pete Turner <pete.turner@dpird.nsw.gov.au>  

Sent: Monday, 17 August 2026 1:46 PM 

To: Michael Urquhart <murquhart@cmcc.nsw.gov.au> 

Cc: Rebecca Wilson <rwilson@cmcc.nsw.gov.au>; Jodie Lawler <jodie.lawler@dpird.nsw.gov.au>; Bill 

Davidson <bill.davidson@dpird.nsw.gov.au> 

Subject: RE: Subject: Sale of Cacti Species and Potential Future Weed Risks in NSW 
 

Hi Michael 

  

Thanks for your letter concerning the sale of cacti and our follow-up telephone conversation. 

  

As you know, the Biosecurity Act and the tools within rely on the demonstration of a risk a plant may pose. 

As such, all Opuntioid cacti (except Opuntia ficus-indica) being Opuntia spp., Cylindropuntia spp., and 

Austrocylindropuntia spp. are banned from sale.  

  

I also advise that the ban from sale list and wording have been through a recent review. Based on this, it is 

proposed an additional 21 species will be banned from sale shortly. This includes leaf cactus. Further, it is 

proposed that the wording in the regulation around this list, being “A person must not import into the State 

or sell any” any of these plants is proposed to be clarified so that the actions of give-away, swap etc are 

clearly covered and banned under this part of the regulation. 

  

Further in both Central West and North West Regional Strategic Weed Management Plans, all Harrisia 

species are listed. One must meet their General Biosecurity Duty (GBD) for this group whereby “A person 

should not deal with the plant, where dealings include but are not limited to buying, selling, growing, 

keeping, moving, carrying or releasing the plant”. 

  

As you are the Local Control Authority (LCA), within your areas, I encourage you strongly to ensure that 

people comply with the above. 

  

Also, as a LCA, you have access to the weed risk assessments in the Weeds Information Database. Here 

plants are constantly being reviewed and new species added. A recent example is the inclusion of Column 

cactus (Cereus uruguayanus). Given its high risk, I encourage you to work with other members of your 

regional weed committees to decide if this species could be added to the regional plans and if so, develop 

recommended measures for a person to meet their GBD. I am happy to assist with this. 

  

Finally, I refer to the NSW New Weed Incursion Plan 

(https://www.dpird.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/1630862/NSW-New-weed-incursion-plan-

2024-2030.pdf). This plan details our steps to determine new weed risks, noting many exotic plants 

introduced to Australia are not weedy. As part of this, I pleased to advise that a new project has commenced 

with the National Herbarium of NSW, Australian National University, Western Sydney University and my 

department to “scan the horizon” to determine the next suite of weeds. 

  

https://www.dpird.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/1630862/NSW-New-weed-incursion-plan-2024-2030.pdf
https://www.dpird.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/1630862/NSW-New-weed-incursion-plan-2024-2030.pdf
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As discussed over the telephone, I would be happy to attend one of your future meetings to discuss further 

and to also expand on other new initiatives that are being developed with the update of the NSW Invasive 

Species Plan. I have also copied in Jodie (for CW and Western) and Bill (for NW) if you require any further 

assistance with implementation of the Biosecurity Act in those regions. 
 

Kind regards 
 

Pete 

 

 

Dr. Pete Turner (He/Him)  

Manager Weeds Biosecurity, Agriculture and Biosecurity 

Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development  

 

M 0409 692 946     E pete.turner@dpird.nsw.gov.au    

Website: Weeds | Department of Primary Industries  

Location: 1447 Forest Rd Orange NSW 2800 

 

 Department of Primary Industries 

and Regional Development 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pete.turner@dpird.nsw.gov.au%20%20
https://www.dpird.nsw.gov.au/dpi/biosecurity/invasive-plants-and-animals/weeds
https://https/www.nsw.gov.au/departments-and-agencies/dpird
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10. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 

Reports of Committees 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the reports of the following committees be received and noted. 
 
- Hudson Pear Taskforce – Meeting Minutes 12 May 2026 
- Harrisia Cactus Taskforce – Meeting Minutes 12 May 2026 
- Macquarie and Lachlan Valley Weed Committee - Meeting Minutes – 13 May 2026 
- North West Regional Weed Committee – Meeting Minutes – 14 May 2026 
- North West Regional Weeds Officer – Meeting Minutes – 13 May 2026 
- ARIC Meeting Minutes – 14th May 2026 
 
Moved: 
Seconded:  
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ITEM 10.1 HUDSON PEAR TASKFORCE MEETING MINUTES – 12 MAY 2026 
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ITEM 10.2 HARRISIA CACTUS TASKFORCE – MEETING MINUTES -12 MAY 
2026 
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ITEM 10.3 MACQUARIE & LACHLAN VALLEYS WEEDS COMMITTEE – 13 MAY 
2026 

 



 
 

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –31st August 2026 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

28 

 



 
 

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –31st August 2026 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

29 

 



 
 

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –31st August 2026 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

30 

 



 
 

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –31st August 2026 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

31 

 



 
 

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –31st August 2026 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

32 

 



 
 

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –31st August 2026 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

33 

 



 
 

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –31st August 2026 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

34 

ITEM 10.4 NORTH WEST REGIONAL WEED COMMITTEE – MEETING MINUTES 
-14 MAY 2026 
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ITEM 10.5 NORTH WEST REGIONAL WEED OFFICER – MEETING MINUTES -13 
MAY 2026 
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ITEM 10.6 ARIC COMMITTEE – MEETING MINUTES -14 MAY 2026 
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11. REPORT OF THE GENERAL MANAGER 
 

ITEM 11.1 COUNCIL’S DECISION ACTION REPORT – AUGUST 2026 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart  

 

Summary: 
This schedule summarises the current position of action taken in respect of matters considered at the 
previous meetings of Council when the outcomes have not been finalised. 
 
Background: 
Attached is the Resolution Register which summaries outstanding action in respect of all resolutions 
which required action and are still outstanding.  The exception is for the last meeting where items that 
have been completed are included.  Members are reminded that any queries should be raised with 
the General Manager prior to the meeting. 
 
Current Position: 
Details of actions taken/being taken are flagged for each motion.  Over time the register may grow in 
size because, whilst resolutions are actioned after the meeting, it is not always possible to resolve 
issues quickly, especially if other government agencies are involved or Council’s own in-house 
resources are stretched, Council has to prioritise work commitments. 
 
In these circumstances the register becomes the simple tool of keeping track of matters awaiting 
attention. 
 
Again, Members are reminded that any queries should be raised with the General Manager prior to 
the meeting as this would streamline the meeting process and also resolve minor issues more 
expediently. 
 
Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Resolution Register. 
 
Governance Issues: 
Standard Procedure dictates that Council resolutions should be implemented as soon as practicably 
be achieved. 
 
Environmental Issues: 
Nil. 
 
Stakeholders: 
CMCC Council 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil. 
 
Conclusion: 
That the Resolution Register be received and noted.  It is requested that any queries be raised with 
the General Manager prior to meeting day to facilitate proceedings at the meeting. 
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Council’s Decision Action Report – August 2026 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Resolution Register August 2026 be received and noted. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded:   
 

 
Attachment: 
Action Resolution Register.  
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CMCC ACTION RESOLUTION REGISTER 

 
27.06.2022 
 
 
 

 
06/22-11 

 
1. That the report be received and noted. 
 
2. Media Awareness Program to be undertaken by GM 
in conjunction with distribution of flyers with rates 
notices 
 

GM 

Flyers to quarterly rate notices. Information to be 
advertised in constituent Council newsletter 
 
Media releases have been issued for Harrisia Cactus, St 
Johns Wort and Hudson Pear, African Box Thorn Filed 
Days and Sticky Florestina. 

Continuing 
 
 
Continuing 

 
28.08.23 
 
 
 

  
Action Request; 
 
That the General Manager contact Todd (LLS 
Coordinator) and request that he attend every CMCC 
Council meeting to provide an update on the Hudson 
Pear program. 
 

GM 
Co-ordinator invited to attend the bi-monthly 
meetings.  May 2025 Requesting Mr. Pallister attend 
every second Council Meeting. 

Continuing 

 
25.08.2025 
 
 

 
04/25/18 

 
That the General Manager be authorised to; 
 

1.  Advertise, calling for expressions of interest for 
the sale of the demountable office/amenity 
building situated on Crown Reserve R97121 at 
Coolah and its removal from said land, and 

2. Negotiate with potential purchases to achieve a 
best value price for the sale and removal of the 
office/amenity building.  

 

GM 
Advertising commenced. No responses to date. 
GM to investigate other alternative avenues for sale. 

In progress 

 
27.10.2025 
 
 
 

  
Action Request; 
 
That the General Manager organise a field tour for 
CMCC Members in 2026 

GM 
To be held in conjunction with Ordinary Meeting of 
Council. 

In progress 
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11.05.2026 
 

 
02/26/11 

 
That; 

1. the report be received and noted. 
2. The County Council organises a letterbox drop 

and combined mail out to relevant landholders in 
the Warrumbungle, Warren, Gilgandra and 
Coonamble Shires. 

GM 

Staff are organising pamphlets which are specific to each 
LGA’s and the invasive weed that is prevalent in that 
area. Landowner obligations for invasive weed control 
along river systems will also be explained. 
14.08.26 Letter drop completed. 

Completed 
 

 
22.06.2026 
 

 
Action 
Request 

That the General Manager make formal contact with the 
Department of Primary Industries (DPI) seeking 
clarification  
“Why are members of the public permitted to import and 
sell cacti when there is concern that additional invasive 
cactus species may escape cultivation and establish in 
the environment, similar to the impacts experienced with 
Hudson Pear?”  

GM 
Letter written to the NSWDPI. 
Response from Dr. Pete Turner received 17th August 
2026. 

Complete 

 
22.06.2026 
 

 
03/26/13 

 
That; 
 
1. the General Manager’s report be received. 
 
2. Council adopts the Payment of Expenses & Provision 
of Facilities to Councillors policy as tabled. 
 
3. the policy be placed on public exhibition for a period 
of 28 days and public submissions be invited. 

GM Report to August 26 meeting for adoption of policy. In progress 

 
22.06.2026 
 

 
Action 
Request 

 
That a list detailing the weeds that have recently been 
removed from the Weed Wise List be supplied to 
Council 

SBO Report to August 26 meeting. In progress 
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ITEM 11.2 CIRCULARS RECEIVED FROM THE NSW OFFICE OF LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   
 

Summary: 
Copies of circulars received from the Local Government Office Department of Premier and Cabinet 
are attached for Members information. Circulars are emailed to Members when published from 
LGNSW. 

 

Background: 
The General Manager has listed the following circulars issued by the Office of Local Government: 
 

• 26-08 Consultation of Councillor Conduct Reforms 
 

• 26-09 Local Government (General) Amendment (Meetings) Regulation 2026 
 

• 26-10 End of Year Reporting Requirements 
 

• 26-11 Procurement Guidance for Local Government 
 

• 26-12 Annual CPI adjustment – Filming Application Fees and Companion Animal Fees for 
2026/2027 
 

• 26-13 Annual Reporting of Labour Statistics 
 

• 26-14 Local Government Asset Valuation discussion paper 
 

Governance Issues: 
All circulars have Governance implications. Where necessary the subject of particular circulars will be 
raised in following reports. 
 

Stakeholders:  
Members 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council staff 
 

Financial Implications: 
Obviously, some circulars will have a financial impact and where this is the case, Members particular 
attention will be drawn to them. 
 

Conclusion: 
Council will need to comply with the various requirements set out in the circulars. 
 

Circulars Received from the NSW Office of Local Government  
 

Recommendation: 
 

That the information contained in the following Departmental circulars 26-08 to 26-14 from the Local 
Government Division Department of Premier and Cabinet be received and noted.  
 

Moved:   
Seconded:  
 

 

Attachments: Circulars 26-08 to 26-14 
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ITEM 11.3 CASH ON HAND AND INVESTMENT REPORT AS AT 30th JUNE 2026 
& 31st JULY 2026 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Executive 
AUTHOR:    Rebecca Wilson – Administration Officer   

 

Summary: 
This report provides a summary and analysis of Council’s cash and investments for the period 
ending 31st July 2026. 
 

Background: 
The investment portfolio consists of bank accounts and fixed rate interest bearing deposits. The 
portfolio is regularly reviewed to maximise investment performance and minimise risk. Council's 
investment portfolio is not subject to share market volatility. 
 

Comparisons are regularly made between existing investments with available products that are not 
part of Council's portfolio, but that meet Council’s policy guidelines. 
 

All investments at 31st July 2026 are compliant with the Relevant Reference Documents and 
Policies listed later in this report. 

 

Current Position: 
Council at 31st July 2026 held a total of $1,126,145.78 in on-call and interest bearing deposits with 
financial institutions within Australia. All investments are held with approved deposit taking institutions 
with a short term rating A-2(A2)/BBB or higher. Council does not have any exposure to unrated 
institutions. 
 

30th June 2026 

Investment 
Number 

Date 
invested 

Amount 

$ 

Lodged 

With 

Rate % 
per 

annum 

Term Due Date 

General Fund 
Bank Account 
Balance  

 $750,102.05 

 

CBA 3.75%  N/A 

 05.02.2026 $500,000.00 MyState 
Bank 

Limited 

4.60% 180days 04.08.2026 

TOTAL  $1,250,102.05     

 
31st July 2026 

Investment 
Number 

Date 
invested 

Amount 

$ 

Lodged 

With 

Rate % 
per 

annum 

Term Due Date 

General Fund 
Bank Account 
Balance  

 $126,145.78 

 

CBA 3.75%  N/A 

 05.02.2026 $500,000.00 MyState 
Bank 

Limited 

4.60% 180days 04.08.2026 

 22.07.2026 $500,000.00 Judo Bank 
Pty Ltd 

4.95% 91days 21.10.2026 

TOTAL  $1,126,145.78     
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Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Local Government Act (NSW), 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 
Ministerial Investment Order 5th January 2016 
Investment Policy  
 

Governance issues: 

Nil 
 
Environmental issues: 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications: 
As per report 
 
Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Nil 
 
Stakeholders: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 
Constituent Councils 
Residents of Constituent Councils 
Financial Institutions 
 
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 

1. I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in 

accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local 

Government (General) Regulation 2021, the Investment Order (of the Minister) 5th January 

2016 and Council’s Investments Policy. 

2. I hereby certify that Council’s cash book and ledger have been reconciled to the bank 

statement as at the end of month. 

 

Michael J Urquhart 

General Manager – Responsible Accounting Officer 

 

Conclusion: 
As at 31st July 2026, Council’s available cash and invested funds totalled $1,126,145.78 
 

Cash and Investment Reports – 30th June 2026 and 31st July 2026 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the investment report for 30th June 2026 and 31st July 2026 be received and noted. 
 
Moved: 
Seconded: 
 

 
Attachments:  
Nil 
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ITEM 11.4 FOURTH QUARTER OPERATIONAL PLAN 2025/2026 & ANNUAL 
DELIVERY PROGRAM STATUS 
 

REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   

 

Summary: 
This report provides Council with the status of the fourth quarter Operational Plan Targets for 2025/2026 and 

yearly Annual Delivery Program. 

 

Background:  
Section 405 of the Local Government Act 1993 requires Council to adopt an Operational Plan and this report 

comments on the status of the Operational Plan and Annual Delivery Program to which the performance targets 

have been achieved.  

 

Current Position: 
The fourth quarter Operational Plan and Annual Delivery Program Status Report is attached for Council’s 

information. 

 

At this point in time, a vast majority of the performance targets have been met, while a small number of projects 

are on-going. Status comments explain the position.  

 

Governance issues: 
Council must comply with the IP & R legislation as outlined in the Local Government Act 1993. 

 

Environmental issues: 
NIL 

 

Stakeholders: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council  

Constituent Councils 

NSW Office of Local Government 

 

Financial Implications: 
Budget allocations have been made in the Operational Plan 2025/2026. 

 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 
NIL 

 

Conclusion: 
Council should note the progress made during the fourth quarter Operational Plan for 2025/2026 and yearly 

Annual Delivery Program. 

 

Fourth Quarter Operational Plan 2025/2026 and Annual Delivery Program 

 

Recommendation: 
 

Council accept the progress made on the 2025/2026 Operational Plan as at 30th June 2025 and Annual delivery 
Program 25/26. 
 

Moved:  

Seconded:   
 

Attachments: 

Fourth Quarter Operational Plan for 2025/2026 and Annual Delivery Program Status Report 
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Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 

 

Operational Plan Status report  

2025/26 

 

As of 30th June 2026. 
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Principal Activities of Council 
 

 

Statement of Principal Activities to be undertaken to achieve objectives 
 
Note: In the following tables the column headed “BA & SO” provides in order, a reference to the Main Business Activity Priorities number and the 

Strategic Objective number from the Business Activity Strategic Plan. 

 
1. Provide information to Council to allow decisions at Council Meetings 

Required Activity BA & 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 30th 
June 2026 

Ensure Business Paper is ready for 
distribution. 
 
 
Provide recommendations to Council 
when possible. 

 

2.3 
 
 
 

2.3 
 

GM 
 
 
 

GM 

At least 7 days, working days 
prior to the Council Meeting. 
 
 
Include in business paper for 
Council’s consideration. 

Satisfactory completion 
of task in accordance 
with target level. 

Complying. 
 
 
 
Complying 
Recommendations 
provided for all 
reports. 

 
2. Respond to Councillor inquiries related to the administration function 

Required Activity BA & 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 30th 
June 2026 

Provide information to Councillors 
within Council’s policy guidelines 
 
 
Provide written information as 
requested 

2.3 
 
 
 

2.3 

GM 
 
 
 

GM 

On day requested where 
possible, or within 5 working 
days (unless request requires 
detailed investigation). 
Within 5 working days (unless 
request requires detailed 
investigation  

Satisfactory completion 
of task in accordance 
with target level. 

Complying 
 
 
 
Complying  
Normally as a report 
to Council 
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3. Update Council policy register 

Required Activity BA & 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 30th 
June 2026 

Update new or amended 
administration policies in Council’s 
policy register. 
Review Council administration policies. 

2.3 
 
 

2.3 

GM 
 
 

GM 

Within 14 days of adoption or 
amendment 
 
Within 2 months of expiry of 
policy or every 2 years 

Satisfactory completion 
of task in accordance 
with target level. 

Complying 
 
 
Complying 
Policy reviews 
complete.  

 
4. Provide information to public in a timely and effective manner 

Required Activity BA & 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 30th June 
2026 

Ensure Council business papers are 
made available in hard copy at 
Council’s office. 
Ensure other public information is 
made available at Council’s office. 
 
Ensure business papers are provided 
to constituent councils.  

 
 
Ensure minutes, business papers and 
other information is posted to 
Council’s website. 

 

2.1 
 
 

2.1 
 
 

2.1 
 
 
 

2.1 
 

GM 
 
 

GM 
 
 

GM 
 
 
 

GM 

At least 3 working days before 
the Council meeting. 
 
As soon as practicable after it 
becomes public information. 
 
Post to General Managers at 
the same time as Councillors’ 
business papers. 
 
As soon as practicable. 

Satisfactory completion 
of task in accordance 
with target level. 

Complying 
 
 
Complying 
 
 
Complying 
 
 
 
Complying 
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5. Ensure all statutory requirements are completed and financial returns and plans are completed and lodged by the due date 

Required Activity BA & 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 30th 
June 2026 

Quarterly Budget Review Statements 
and Delivery Programme Review to 
Council. 
Audited Financial Statements to Office 
of Local Government. 
 
 
Financial Data collection return. 
Notice of meeting at which audited 
reports are to be presented. 
Audited Financial Reports presented 
to public 
Draft Operational Plan and Budget on 
public exhibition. 
Operational Plan and Budget to be 
adopted 

2.2 
 
 

     2.2 
 
 
 

2.2 
 

2.2 
 
 

2.2 
 

     2.2 
     2.2 

GM 
 
 

   GM 
 
 
 

GM 
 

GM 
 
 

GM 
 

  GM 
  GM 

August, October, February 
and April Meetings. 
 
By the end of October. 
 
 
 
By date specified by Office of 
Local Government. 
Prior to December meeting. 
 
 
February meeting. 
 
Following April meeting. 
 

Satisfactory completion 
of task in accordance 
with target level. 

Complying 
 
 
Complying 
24/25 Financial 
adopted by Council 
November 25. 
Complying November 
2025 
Complying November 
2025 
 
Complying adopted 
June 2026 
Complying adopted 
June 2026 

 
 

6. Ensure all other statutory returns are completed and lodged by the due date  

Required Activity BA & 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 30th June 
2026 

Pecuniary Interest Returns. 
 
 
 
Council’s Annual Report prepared and 
lodged with Office of Local 
Government 
Other returns as required by Office of 
Local Government, Department of 
Primary Industries, or others 

2.2 
 
 
 

2.2 
 
 

2.2 
 

GM 
 
 
 

GM 
 
 

GM 

30 September annually. 
 
 
 
30 November annually. 
 
 
No later than return date 
specified 

Satisfactory completion 
of task in accordance 
with target level. 

Complying 
Annual return tabled 
October 2025. 
 
Complying Adopted 
November 25. 
 
Complying As and 
when required 
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7. Implementation of Council decisions 

Required Activity BA & 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 30th June 
2026 

Implement Council decisions following 
Council meeting 

 
 

2.2 GM Within 10 working days of 
Council Meeting 
 
For prosecutions, within 2 
months of Council resolution 

Satisfactory completion 
of task in accordance 
with target level. 

Complying and on 
time 
 
Nil prosecutions 

 

8. Continue to ensure the provision of finance to Council from available sources 

Required Activity BA & 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 30th 
June 2026 

Liaise with constituent councils 
regarding the level of Council 
contributions and the apportionment 
of contributions. 
 
 
Letter to Constituent Councils 
concerning Council’s proposed 
Delivery Plan and Budget estimates for 
the forthcoming financial year, and the 
contribution sought from constituent 
councils. 
Application to Department of Primary 
Industries for grants under NSW 
Weeds Action Programme as 
necessary. 
 
Provide grant returns to Department 
of Primary Industries. 

2.4 
 
 
 
 
 

2.4 
 
 
 

 
 

2.4 
 
 
 

2.4 
 

2.4 & 
1.4 

GM 
 
 
 
 
 

GM 
 
 
 

 
 

GM 
 

 
 

GM 
 

GM 

Continuously. 
 
 
 
 
 
30 April. 
 
 
 
 
 
As required under Weeds 
Action Programme. 
 
 
As required under Weeds 
Action  
Programme 1520 
As required 

Satisfactory completion 
of task in accordance 
with target level. 

Complying Emailed 
constituent Councils 
on 8th January 26 
advising average 
IPART Rate Peg 
increase of 3.56% 
Complying formally 
advised Constituent 
Councils on the 11th 
May 2026. (Email) 
 
 
Complying 
25-26 to 25-29 WAP 
Applications lodged 
and approved. 
Other grant works 
and private works 
projects sought with 
DPIRNSW. 
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Pursue opportunities for securing 
grant funds from other available 
sources. 

 
 

9. Continue current financial management direction and review Business Activity Strategic Plan and Delivery Programme 

Required Activity BA & 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 30th 
June 2026 

Review Business Activity Strategic 
Plan. 
 
 
Review Delivery Programme. 
 
Provide adequate funds for employee 
leave entitlements. 

 

2.1 & 
2.4 

 
2.1 & 

2.4 
 

2.3 

GM 
 

 
GM 

 
GM 

 

Continuously 
 
 
Continuously 
 
Maintain reserve of at least 
50% of Long Service Leave 
liability 

Satisfactory completion 
of task in accordance 
with target level. 

Complying, adopted 
June 2025 
 
Review complete 
May 2026. 
As at 30th June 2025 
the reserve was 
69.8% of the liability. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11. Ensure that Council’s Operational Plan and Budget is considered in order to allow adoption by 30 June each year 

Required Activity BA & 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 30th 
June 2026 

10. Provide financial information and advice to Council 

Required Activity BA & 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 30th 
June 2026 

Provide financial advice as required. 
 
 
Provide quarterly update on financial 
trends relating to Council’s 
expenditure. 

2.2 & 
2.3 

 
2.2 &.3 

GM 
 

 
GM 

At Council meetings 
 
 
At Council Meeting following 
end of quarter 

Satisfactory completion 
of task in accordance with 
target level. 

Complying on-going 
 
 
Complying on-going 
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Draft Plan to be presented to Council. 
 
Draft Plan adopted to allow 28 day 
public exhibition. 
Draft Plan to be adopted following 
consideration of any submissions 
received. 

2.2 
 

2.2 
 

GM 
 
GM 

 
 

February Meeting. 
 
April Meeting. 
 
 

Satisfactory completion 
of task in accordance 
with target level. 

Complying 
 
Complying 

 
12. Promote the Council’s interests through participation with relevant organisations   

Required Activity BA & 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 30th 
June 2026 

Participate in Macquarie Valley Weeds 
Advisory Committee activities through 
attendance at meetings and supply of 
information as required to assist the 
lobbying of State and Federal 
Governments. 

 

1.1 GM Attend meetings and provide 
information as requested. 

Satisfactory completion 
of task in accordance 
with target level. 

Staff attend 
meetings. 

 
13. Provide active support for LGNSW 

Required Activity BA & 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 30th 
June 2026 

Provide information as requested by 
LGNSW to assist it to lobby 
governments. 
 
Utilise the services of LGNSW to further 
Council’s interests 

 

3.1 
 

 
3.1 

GM 
 

 
GM 

Information to be provided by 
the date requested. 
 
As and when required by Council. 

Satisfactory completion 
of task in accordance 
with target level. 

Complying as and 
when required 
 
Complying as and 
when required 
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14. Actively pursue politicians to further Council’s interests 

Required Activity BA 
& 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 30th 
June 2026 

Invite politicians to attend Council 
meetings. 
 
 
Meet with State and Federal Politicians 
to promote the interests of Council. 

3.1 
 

 
 

3.1 

GM 
 

 
 

GM 
 

Politicians to be invited to Council 
meetings as required. 
 
 
As required 
 

Satisfactory completion 
of task in accordance 
with target level. 

Member for Barwon 
Roy Butler invited to 
May 26 meeting. 
 
 Local Member 
attended May 26 
meeting via Teams. 
Biosecurity 
Commissioner also 
attend May 26 via 
Teams . 
 
 

15. Minimise the risks associated with all functions of Council 

Required Activity BA 
& 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 30th 
June 2026 

Identify new risks associated with 
Council’s functions. 
Analyse and prioritise all risks identified. 
Minimise exposure through rectification 
of risks. 
 
Update policy on the use of contractors. 
Review risk management policy. 
Update Risk Assessments 

 

2.3 
 

2.3 
 
2.3 

 
2.3 
2.3 
2.3 

GM 
 

GM 
 

GM 
 

GM 
GM 
GM 

Ongoing. 
 
Within 3 months after 
identification. 
Within budget constraints. 
 
Ongoing. 
Ongoing. 
When resources allow. 

Satisfactory completion 
of task in accordance 
with target level. 

Complying 
 
Training for staff in 
2025/26 continues 
Training budget  
 
Scheduled 25/26 
Scheduled 25/26 
Council has in place 
new SOP’s and 
CMCC has in place a 
Traffic Guidance 
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System to replace 
old TCP’s. 

 
16. Ensure Council staff are aware of their rights and responsibilities in relation to WH&S , risk management and EEO 

Required Activity BA & 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 30th 
June 2026 

Provide training to staff on relevant 
legislation. 
 
Provide training on EEO to staff. 
 
Provide staff with training on risk 
management. 
Review and update staff training 
programme. 
Review EEO Management Plan. 

2.3 
 
 

2.3 
 

2.3 
 

2.3 
 

     2.3 

GM 
 
 
GM 

 
GM 

 
GM 

 
GM 

Ongoing as identified. 
 
 
Ongoing as required. 
 
Ongoing as required. 
 
Annually. 
 
As required 
 

Satisfactory completion 
of task in accordance 
with target level. 

Complying on-going 
 
 
Staff provided 
update by GM 2025 
Scheduled for 
2025/26 
To be completed 
2025/26 
Complete May 26 

17. Maintain and update Council’s records management system 

Required Activity BA & 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 30th 
June 2026 

Monitor record keeping procedures to 
ensure that they provide the best 
method of maintaining an accurate 
record of Council’s activities. 
Review record keeping procedures 
with a view to updating and 
computerizing. 

 

2.3 
 

 
 

2.3 

GM 
 

 
 
GM 

Ongoing. 
 
 
 
Ongoing. 
 

Satisfactory completion 
of task in accordance 
with target level. 

Complying. 
 
 
 
Commenced not yet 
complete 

 

18. Implement system of information technology capable of providing information that is relevant and timely 

Required Activity BA & SO Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 30th 
June 2026 
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Monitor reporting system ability to 
provide information requirements. 
 
Monitor technology improvements 
and assess future requirements. 
 
Update Council’s computer system, 
both hardware and software, to 
ensure that it enhances management 
and record keeping (as resources 
allow). 
Review Council’s website and 
implement systems for expanding 
content and keeping content up to 
date. 
 

2.3 
 
 

2.3 
 
 

2.3 
 
 
 
 

2.1 & 
3.2 

GM 
 
 

GM 
 
 

GM 
 
 
 
 
 

GM 

Ongoing. 
 
 
Ongoing. 
 
 
As required. 
 
 
 
 
 
Ongoing. 

Satisfactory completion 
of task in accordance 
with target level. 

Complying 
 
 
On-going new 
tablets purchased 
June 26. 
Update 25-26 and 
on-going 
 
 
 
Reviewed regularly 

19. Compile accurate data on the condition of current Council assets 

Required Activity BA & SO Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 30th 
June 2026 

Maintain assets register for all assets 
over $5,000. 
 
Monitor the condition of those assets 
 
Identify maintenance requirements 
for those assets. 
 
Cost maintenance requirements and 
incorporate into annual budget. 

 

2.3 
 
 

2.3 
 

2.3 
 

 
 

2.3 

GM 
 
 

GM 
 

GM 
 
 
 
GM 

 

Ongoing. 
 
 
Ongoing. 
 
Ongoing. 
 
 
 
As identified. 

Satisfactory completion 
of task in accordance 
with target level. 

Complying 
 
 
Complying 
 
Complying 
Maintenance as 
required 
Complying in 
conjunction with 
Senior Biosecurity 
Officer 
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20. Introduce a system for electronic mapping of invasive weed infestations and the automation of Weeds Officers’ reports 

Required Activity BA & SO Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 30th 
June 2026 

Monitor the introduction of electronic 
mapping of invasive weed 
infestations and the automation of 
Weeds Officers’ reporting procedures. 
 
Expand the introduction of electronic 
mapping of invasive weeds 
infestation and the automation of 
Weeds Officers’ Reporting Procedures 
to the whole of Council’s Area of 
Operations. 
Continue the training of staff in the 
use of the system in order to ensure 
it’s most efficient and effective use. 

1.3 & 
2.3 

 
 

 
 

1.3 & 
2.3 

1.3 &2.3 
 

GM 
SBO 

 
 
 
GM 
SBO 

 
GM 
SBO 

 

In conjunction with year 1 WAP 
2020 2025. 
 
 
 
In conjunction with year 1 WAP 
2020 / 2025. 
Ongoing. 

Satisfactory completion 
of task in accordance 
with target level. 

Complying mapping 
on-going 
 
 
 
Continuing 
 
Complying  
Training as 
necessary 
Use of drones to 
assist with weed 
identification 
complete 

 

21. Compile data on Council’s current vehicle and plant fleet – condition and usage 

Required Activity BA & 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 30th 
June 2026 

Analyse Council’s current vehicle and 
plant fleet and its activities and 
assess future vehicle and plant 
needs. 

2.3 GM Ongoing Satisfactory completion 
of task in accordance 
with target level. 

Complying 
Reviewed May 2026. 

 

22. Ensure access to competitively priced chemicals for weeds control programmes 

Required Activity BA & 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 30th 
June 2026 

Ensure access to competitively priced 
chemicals for weeds control 
programs. 
 

1.2 GM 
 

As required Satisfactory completion 
of task in accordance 
with target level. 

Complying on-going 
assessment of prices 
when purchasing 
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23. Actively pursue the control of invasive weeds along roadsides in Council’s area 

Required Activity BA & 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 30th 
June 2026 

Inspect roadsides prior to control 
 works  to ensure that control 
 programmes are efficient and  
effective. 
Carryout necessary control works 
 in line with Council’s Budget 
allocations. 
 
Respond to reports of invasive  
weeds on roadsides. 
Carry out control works in  
accordance with Council’s policy 
and budget allocations. 

1.3 
 
 
 

1.3 
 
 
 

1.3 
 
 

1.3 
 

SBO 
 
 
 

SBO 
 
 
 

SBO 
 
 

SBO 
 

At least one week prior to 
spraying. 
 
 
As seasonal conditions / and 
available funding permit. 
 
 
Carry out inspection within 7 
days of notification. 
 
As required 

Satisfactory completion 
of task in accordance 
with target level. 

Complying 
inspections carried 
out 
 
Works continuing 
 
 
 
All reports 
responded to 
 
Complying 
 
 

 
 

24. Actively pursue the control of invasive weeds on private lands 

Required Activity BA & 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 30th 
June 2026 

Inspection of private lands to assist 
landowners to fulfill their legal 
responsibilities in relation to invasive 
weeds. 
Provide information to landowners on 
invasive weeds control 
 
Respond to invasive weed complaints 

1.2 & 
3.2 

 
 

1.2 & 
3.2 

 
1.2 & 

3.2 

SBO 
 
 

 
SBO 

 
 

SBO 

At least 250 inspections per 
quarter. 
 
 
If not done at time of inspection 
then within 1 week. 
 
Initial inspection within 10 
working days. 

Satisfactory completion 
of task in accordance 
with target level. 

Complying on-going  
 
 
 
Complying on-going 
 
 
Complying on-going 
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25. Actively pursue the control of invasive weeds on vacant Crown lands 

Required Activity BA & 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 30th 
June 2026 

Inspect vacant Crown land parcels to 
facilitate application to DPI for funds 
for necessary control works. 
Inspect vacant Crown lands to ensure 
obligations for invasive weed control 
are being met. 
Provide information to Department of 
Lands on invasive weed control 
requirements 
Respond to complaints for invasive 
weeds on vacant Crown Land 

1.2 
 
 

1.2 
 

 
1.2 

 
 

1.2 

SBO 
 
 

SBO 
 

 
SBO 

 
 
SBO 

Prior to submission of 
application. 
 
 
As required as resources are 
available. 
 
Within 10 working days of 
inspection. 
 
Initial inspection within 10 
working days. 

Satisfactory completion 
of task in accordance 
with target level. 

Complying 
 
 
Complying 
 
 
Complying 
 
 
Complying 

26. Actively pursue the control of invasive weeds on land held by Forests of NSW 

Required Activity BA & 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 30th 
June 2026 

Inspect areas proposed to be clear 
felled in coming financial year. 
 
Advise Forests NSW of proposed clear 
fell areas that are potential weeds 
risks. 
Follow up to ensure control work is 
carried out on potential weeds risks. 
Inspect areas surrounding standing 
forests and “land bank” areas. 
Advise Forests NSW of areas that 
pose a risk of weeds spreading to 
adjoining land. 

1.2 
 
 

1.2 
 

 
1.2 

 
1.2 

 
1.2 

 

SBO 
 
 

SBO 
 

 
SBO 

 
SBO 

 
SBO 

Within 28 days of receipt of 
Harvesting Plan of Operations. 
 
Within 14 days of inspection. 
 
 
Prior to Spring each year. 
 
Ongoing as resources permit, or 
in response to complaints within 
10 working 14 days after 
inspection. 

Satisfactory completion 
of task in accordance 
with target level. 

When advised 
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27. Actively pursue the control of invasive weeds on other public authorities land 

Required Activity BA & 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 30th 
June 2026 

Inspect lands of public authorities to 
ensure obligations for invasive weeds 
control are being met. 
 
Provide information to public 
authority on invasive weed control 
requirements. 
 
Respond to complaints regarding 
invasive weeds on lands of public 
authorities. 

1.2 & 
1.3 

 
 

1.2 & 
1.3 

 
 

1.2 
&1.3 

SBO 
 
 
 

SBO 
 

 
 
SBO 

Ongoing. 
 
 
 
Within 10 working days of 
inspection. 
 
 
Initial inspection within 10 
working days. 

Satisfactory completion 
of task in accordance 
with target level. 

Complying 
 
 
 
Complying 
 
 
 
Complying 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

28. Conduct aerial spraying programmes for invasive weeds 

Required Activity BA & 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 30th 
June 2026 

Organise programmes for aerial 
spraying of invasive weeds throughout 
the year as seasonal conditions permit 
and demand requires. 
 
Publicise aerial spraying programmes 
in local media, and as occasion 
permits, to ensure maximum 
landholder participation. 

 
Organise aerial spraying (involving all 
weeds officers) throughout Council’s 
area in accordance with programmes. 

 
 

1.2 
 
 

 
 

1.2 
 
 
 

 
1.2 

GM/SBO 
 
 

 
 
GM/SBO 

 
 
 

 
SBO 

As required. 
 
 
 
 
As required. 
 
 
 
 
In accordance with 
Programmes 

Satisfactory completion of 
task in accordance with 
target level. 

As and when 
required. 
Parkinsonia and 
Rubber Vine 
programs continue. 
As and when 
required 
 
 
 
No program 
organised 
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29. Actively pursue regional resources sharing with neighbouring councils and other public authorities to provide cost benefits to Council 
in the provision of services 

Required Activity BA & 
SO 

Resp Target Performance Measure Status as at 30th 
June 2026 

Pursue resource sharing through 
regular interaction with nearby 
councils and other public authorities 
to discuss regional weed plans and 
coordinated approaches to weed 
control 

 
 
 

1.1 GM Liaise with appropriate members 
and officers of surrounding 
councils and other public 
authorities as required. 

Satisfactory completion 
of task in accordance 
with target level. 

Continuing. 
GM active member 
of WCCN. 
Senior biosecurity 
officer attends 
regional meetings. 
Joint control works 
with neighboring 
Councils. 
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ITEM 11.5 REVISED INVESTMENT POLICY 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   

 

Summary: 
Council must review its Investment Policy each year in accordance with the provisions of its policy. 

 

Background:  
Each year Council must review its Investment policy. The writer has examined the policy to ensure it 

meets current legislation and the Office of Local Government guidelines and now submits a revised 

policy for Council’s consideration.  

 

Current Position: 
The revised Investment Policy was last adopted in 2025.  The policy makes provision to maximise 

the rate of return on invested funds in terms of Institutional balances. Only minor changes were 

made to the investment policy and changes are in red. 

 

Governance issues: 
Local Government Act 1993  

Local Government Act 1193 – Investment Order dated 5th January 2016 

Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 

Trustee Act 1925 (NSW) 

Australian Accounting Standards issued by the Australian Accounting Standards Board 

 

Environmental issues: 
N/A 

 

Stakeholders: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council  

Financial institutions 

Constituent Councils 

County Council LGA Ratepayers 

 

Financial Implications: 
Council investments are made in accordance with the Investment policy. 

 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 
N/A 

 

Conclusion: 
There General Manager is recommending the revised Investment Policy be adopted. 
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Revised Investment Policy 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That; 
 
1. the report be received. 
 
2. Council adopts the revised Investment Policy as presented.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded: 
 

 

Attachments: 

Revised Investment Policy 
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ITEM 11.6 ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 2025/2026 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   

 
Summary: 
This report recommends that the Draft Annual Financial Statements for the year ending 30 June 2026 
be referred for audit.  
 

Background: 
Section 413, 415 and 416 of the Local Government Act 1993 requires the Council’s General Purpose 
Financial Reports for the year ending 30 June 2026 to be prepared, referred to audit and audited by 
31 October 2026. 
 
Council is required to authorise the referral of the Annual Financial Reports consisting of the General 
Purpose Report to Council’s Auditor. 
 
Section 413 of the Local Government Act 1993, also requires that the Financial Reports must be 
accompanied by a Statement by Council and Management made pursuant to section 413 (2)(c) of the 
Local Government Act 1993 and made pursuant to a resolution of Council. 
 
Section 418 (2) of the Local Government Act 1993, states that as soon as practicable but not more 
than 5 weeks after the Audit Report is received, Council must give notice that a Meeting will be held 
to present the Financial Reports and the Auditor’s Report to the public. Such public notice must 
include a summary of the Financial Reports.  
 

Current Position: 
The end of year financials are audited by the independent contractor engaged by the NSW Audit 

Office. 

 

As well as moving to refer the statements to audit, Council is required at this time to sign the statement 

by Councillors and Management within the financial statements for the General Purpose Financial 

Statements. 

 

The report recommends that the General Manager be delegated the authority to authorise the 

Financial Statements for issue to the Office of Local Government, and to the public before formal 

adoption at the next available Council meeting. 

 

Council staff have completed the draft financial statements and they shall be referred to audit to the 

NSW Audit Office as the nominated external independent auditing body.   

 

Relevant Reference Documents/Policies: 
Local Government Act (1993) 

Local Government General Regulation 2021 

 

Governance issues: 
Full disclosure and transparency in activities relating to financial management will be met by provision 

of final financial statements to be tabled at a later meeting of Council. 

 
Environmental issues: 
There are no identified environmental issues. 
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Stakeholders: 
Members of Castlereagh Macquarie County Council 

Office of Local Government 

NSW Audit Office 

 

Financial Implications: 
The Financial Reports represent Council’s financial position as at 30 June 2026. 

 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 
NIL. 

 

Conclusion: 
It is now appropriate that action be taken in accordance with the Local Government Act in relation to 

the 2025/2026 Financial Reports. The draft financials were presented to the ARIC at its meeting on 

Thursday 20th August 2026. 

 

Annual Financial Statements 2025/2026 

 

Recommendation: 

 

1. The Draft Annual Financial Reports for 2025/2026 be referred to Council’s Auditor. 

2. The Chairperson, Deputy Chairperson, General Manager be authorised to sign the necessary 

Financial Statements. 

3. On receipt of the Audit Report, a copy be forwarded to the Office of Local Government and 

any other relevant statutory body. 

4. Council delegate to the General Manager the authority to set the date at which the Auditor’s 

report and the Financial Statements be presented to the public, additionally be 

reviewed/adopted by Council formally as required, subject to Section 418 of the Local 

Government Act 1993 and its requirements. 

 

Moved:  

Seconded:   

 

Attachments:  
Section 413 statements for signature. 
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ITEM 11.7 PAYMENT OF EXPENSES & PROVISION OF FACILITIES TO 
COUNCILLORS - POLICY 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   

 

Summary: 
The revised policy was presented to Council in June 2026 and was advertised for a period of 28 days. 

 

Background:  
Each year Council must review its “Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities to Councillors” policy. The 

revised policy is then placed on public exhibition for a period of 28 days for public comment.  
 

Current Position: 
Council has placed the revised policy on public exhibition for a period of 28 days with no submissions received 

from the public. 

 

Governance issues: 
Local Government Act 1993. 

Local Government General Regulation 2021. 

 

Environmental issues: 
NIL. 

 

Stakeholders: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council  

Castlereagh Macquarie County Councillors 
 

Financial Implications: 
Provision made for various expenses in budget, in accordance with the policy. 

 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 
NIL 

 

Conclusion: 
The Payment of Expenses & Provision of Facilities to Councillors policy is tabled for Council’s consideration. 

 

Payment of Expenses & Provision of Facilities to Councillors - Policy 
 

Recommendation: 
 

That ; 
 
1.the General Manager’s report be received. 
 
2. Council having note received any submissions during the public exhibition period, now formally 
adopts the “Payment of Expenses & Provision of Facilities to Councillors” policy as tabled.  
 

Moved:  
Seconded: 
 

 

Attachments: 

Payment of Expenses & Provision of Facilities to Councillors Policy 
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ITEM 11.8 MOTION TO 2026 NSW LOCAL GOVERNMENT CONFERENCE 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   

 

Summary: 
This motion is presented to Council for submission to the 2026 NSW Local Government Conference. 

Council seeks support from the conference for the NSW Government to apply annual indexation to 

funding under the 2026-2029 NSW Weeds Action Program. 

 

Background:  
The NSW Weeds Action Program provides funding to Local Control Authorities (LCA’s) to manage 

priority weeds and meet their obligations under the Biosecurity Act 2015. Councils rely on this funding 

to undertake inspections, education, compliance activities and weed control works. 

 

Current Position: 
The proposed 2026-2029 NSW Weeds Action Program does not include indexation of funding. As 

costs for wages, fuel, equipment and contractor services continue to rise, councils will be required to 

deliver the same level of services with reduced real funding, cost shifting to Local Government. 

 

Governance issues: 
Local Government Act 1993  

Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 

Weeds Action Program 26-29 

 

Environmental issues: 
Effective weed management helps protect native vegetation, biodiversity, agricultural land and 

waterways. Reduced funding capacity may lead to poorer weed control outcomes and increased 

spread of invasive species, creating long-term environmental impacts. 

 

Stakeholders: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council  
Constituent Councils 
County Council LGA Ratepayers 
Local Government NSW 
DPIRNSW 
 

Financial Implications: 
Without grant funding CPI indexation, LCA’s will need to absorb increasing operational costs or 

reduce service levels. This places additional pressure on already constrained council budgets and 

may affect the delivery of weed management programs. 

 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 
Not lodge the motion. 

 

Conclusion: 
The NSW Government should apply annual indexation to the 2026-2029 NSW Weeds Action Program 

to ensure councils can continue delivering effective weed management services and meet their 

legislative responsibilities. 
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Motion To 2026 NSW Local Government Conference 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council formally submits the attached motion “Indexation of NSW Weeds Action Program 
Funding” for inclusion in the 2026 NSW Government Conference business paper.  
 
Moved:  
Seconded: 
 

 

Attachments: 

CMCC Motion to the 2026 NSW Local Government Conference – “Indexation of NSW Weeds Action 

Program Funding” 
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ITEM 11.9 IMPORTANT DATES – UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
 
REPORTING SECTION: General Manager 
AUTHOR:    Michael Urquhart   

 

Summary: 
A list of upcoming meetings and events is provided for Members information.  
 
Background: 
This report provides Members with an overview of upcoming meetings and events that Castlereagh 
Macquarie County Council staff are involved in.  

 
Current Position: 
Members are requested to raise any queries prior to the meetings listed. 
 
Conclusion:  
Provided there are no changes it is appropriate to receive and note the information. 
 

Important Dates For Members - Upcoming Meetings & Events 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council receive and note the list of upcoming meetings and events. 
 
Moved:  
Seconded: 
 

 

Attachments: 

Calendar of events 2026 
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IMPORTANT DATES - Upcoming Meetings and Events –2026 

DATE MEETING/FUNCTION LOCATION NOTES 
 

 
30 August – 1 
September 2026  

 
Lightning Ridge Opal 
Festival  

 
Lightning Ridge 

 
Senior Bio security officer 

 
1 August 2026 

 
Central West Regional 
Meeting  

 
Parkes 

 
Senior Bio security officer 

 
18 – 20 August 2026 

 
Ag Quip  

 
Gunnedah 

 
Senior Bio security officer 
 

 
20 August 2026  

 
ARIC Meeting 

 
Teams Meeting  

 
ARIC Committee, GM & 
Deputy Chair 
 

 
31 August 2026 
  

 
CMCC Council Meeting 

 
Gilgandra 

 
Members, GM, Senior 
Biosecurity Officer & 
Administration Officer 
 

 
1st September 2026 
 

 
Central West Regional & 
Operations Meeting 

Parkes Senior Biosecurity Officer 

 
19th September 2026 

 
Weeds County Council 
Network  

 
Teams Meeting 

 
GM 

 
22nd October 2026 
 

 
Macquarie Valley and 
Lachlan Weeds 
Committee Meeting 

 
Orange 

 
Senior Biosecurity 
Officer/Warren Biosecurity 
Officer 
 

 
26 October 2026 
  

 
CMCC Council Meeting 

 
Coonamble 

 
Members, GM, Senior 
Biosecurity Officer & 
Administration Officer 
 

 
4 November 2026 

 
NSW Bio Control 
Meeting   

 
Lightning Ridge 

 
Senior Bio security officer 

 
4 November 2026 

 
Hudson Pear Taskforce 
Meeting  

 
Lightning Ridge 

 
Senior Bio security officer 

 
4 November 2026 

 
Harrisia Taskforce 
Meeting  

 
Lightning Ridge 

 
Senior Bio security officer 

 
12 November 2026 
 

 
North West Weeds 
Meeting 
 

 
Bingara 

 
Senior Biosecurity 
Officer/North West 
Biosecurity Officer 
 

19 November 2026  ARIC Meeting Teams Meeting ARIC Committee, GM & 
Deputy Chair 
 

 
30 November 2026 
  

 
CMCC Council Meeting 

 
Coonamble 
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Members, GM, Senior 
Biosecurity Officer & 
Administration Officer 
 

 
8 December 2026  

 
Central West Regional 
Meeting 

 
Nyngan 

 
Senior Bio security officer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –31st August 2026 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

132 

 

 

12. BIOSECURITY REPORT 
 

ITEM 12.1 QUARTERLY BIOSECUIRTY REPORT 
 
REPORTING SECTION: Biosecurity Control Works 
AUTHOR:    Andrea Fletcher   
 

Summary: 
The attached report provides an update of biosecurity matters in the County Council area. 
 

Background:  
Council has an obligation in accordance with the Biosecurity Act 2015 to prevent, eliminate, minimise, and 

manage biosecurity risks in the County Council local government area. 

 

Current Position: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council provides funding to resource its obligation in accordance with the 

Biosecurity Act 2015, and the adopted Delivery Program and Operational Plan set out the activities, objectives 

and performance measures necessary for compliance. 

 
Governance issues: 
Biosecurity Act 2015 

Local Government Act 1993  

 

Environmental issues: 
Any environmental issues are detailed in the attached update. 

 

Stakeholders: 
Castlereagh Macquarie County Council  

Constituent Councils 

County Council LGA Ratepayers 

 

Financial Implications: 
Control and compliance operational expenditure matters are funded from the annual operational budget. 

 

Alternative Solutions/Options: 
There are no alternate options. 
 

Conclusion: 
The Senior Biosecurity Officer submits the attached report for Councils information. 

 

Quarterly Biosecurity Report 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the report be received and noted 
 

Moved:   
Seconded: 
 

 

Attachments: Report for Senior Bio Security Officer  
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Senior Biosecurity Weed Officer – Operational Report 
 

10th June to 17th August 2026 

 

LOCAL ISSUES WITH PRIORITY WEEDS 

 

Coonamble 

• African Box Thorn 

• Green Cestrum 

• Hudson Pear 

• Tiger Pear 

Gilgandra 

• African Box Thorn 

• Green Cestrum 

• Hudson Pear 

• Tiger Pear 

Warrumbungle 

• African Box Thorn 

• Blackberry 

• Green Cestrum 

• Honey Locust 

• Hudson Pear 

• Tiger Pear 

 

Baradine area Opuntia rioplatenis (below pic) 

  
 

Warren 

• African Box Thorn 

• Green Cestrum 

• Harrisia Cactus 

• Tiger Pear 

Walgett 

• Hudson Pear Pallida & Tunicata 

• Parthenium 

• Riverina Pear Elata spp. (below) 
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NEW ISSUES FOR MEMBER COUNCIL AREAS 

Tropical Soda Apple – all CMCC council areas including the Unincorporated area Western.  

 

 
 

As part of the multi-agency effort to control tropical soda apple (Solanum viarum) in NSW and interstate the 

Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD) has conducted follow-up trace forward 

work to provide intelligence on potential movement of tropical soda apple in livestock from properties where 

tropical soda apple has been recorded. The first tracing exercise was conducted in 2012 and resulted in the 

discovery of individual plants located 1500 km from the source infestation sites.  

Data from the DPIRD Biosecurity Information System - Weeds, NSW Local Land Services Farms, and the 

National Livestock Identification System have been overlayed to trace cattle movements from properties with 

a known infestation.  

Tropical soda apple can be spread through livestock movements when cattle eat the fruit and spread viable 

seed in their manure for up to 6 days after consumption. The attached spreadsheet details the movements 

(relevant to your local control authority area) of animals within 7 days of leaving an infested property between 

1 January 2026 – 31 March 2026.  

While it is generally expected that cattle producers withhold their cattle and maintain good hygiene practices 

to discharge their Biosecurity Duty, there is still a residual risk that the movement of stock will result in weed 

spread.  

The exercise has identified 76 movements of interest in NSW, and 39 in Queensland. The NSW movements 

of interest occur over 19 Local Control Authorities (LGAs) across the State. 

Recommended action  

DPIRD recommends the identified properties be inspected as soon as practical to reduce potential impacts 

to your region. DPIRD supports local control authorities undertaking these inspections as part of their delivery 

of the NSW Weeds Action Program, within a timeframe that suits the needs of the individual organisation.  

Any inspections resulting in detection of Tropical soda apple must have records entered in the Biosecurity 

Information System (BIS) Weeds.  

Provision of information  

This intelligence is provided under section 387(2) of the NSW Biosecurity Act 2015 (the Act), for the purpose 

of exercising a biosecurity risk function (relating to the prevention, elimination, minimisation or management 

of a biosecurity risk). The information provided is confidential and must not be re-distributed or shared with 

any other person, stakeholder or constituent Council, who is not engaged in the administration of the Act.  

If the information provided is not sufficient to exercise biosecurity risk functions, DPIRD may be able to 

disclose further information. The disclosure of any additional information would be considered as ‘personal 

information’ and subject to further restrictions under the Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 

1998. Therefore, requests for additional information will be assessed on a case-by-case basis and avoided 

wherever possible.  
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Inspections are being scheduled. 

 

Coonamble 

Compliance African Box Thorn 

 

Gilgandra 

NIL to report 

 

Warrumbungle 

Green Cestrum compliance Castlereagh River 

 

Duty to Control Aquatic Weeds – Biosecurity Act 

This one has come up before, with a landholder saying that the green cestrum in the creek is not his problem 

as the creek was Crown land up to the high-water mark.  

It is true that almost all named rivers, creeks and streams are Crown land. You can see that on any cadastral 

map, including Google maps.  

However, Schedule 1, Clause 4 of the Biosecurity Act, and in particular sub-clauses 4(1) and 4(2) say that: 

 

If the land of an occupier is situated on opposite sides of a watercourse, river or inland water (tidal or non-

tidal), a biosecurity duty imposed on an occupier of the land under Part 3 to prevent, eliminate or minimise 

any biosecurity risk posed or likely to be posed by weeds on that land extends to weeds located on the land 

between those sides. 

If a watercourse, river or inland water (tidal or non-tidal) is situated between land occupied by different 

occupiers, a biosecurity duty imposed on each occupier under Part 3 to prevent, eliminate or minimise any 

biosecurity risk posed or likely to be posed by weeds extends to weeds located on the land between the 

boundary of the land and any fence erected to define the boundary of the land or, if there is no such fence, 

to the middle line of the watercourse, river or inland water. 

 An occupier of land is required to comply with any mandatory measures relating to weeds on land referred 

to in subclause (1) or (2) as if the occupier were dealing with those weeds. 

An occupier may enter a watercourse, river or inland water for the purpose of discharging the occupier’s 

biosecurity duty in relation to weeds or complying with a mandatory measure or biosecurity direction given in 

connection with weeds. 

A local control authority may, by order, exempt the whole or part of a watercourse, river or inland water in the 

area for which it is local control authority from the operation of subclause (1) or (2), or both, if, in its opinion, 

the depth or width of the watercourse, river or inland water is such that, in the circumstances, it would be 

unreasonable to apply the provisions concerned. 

A local control authority is to be responsible for weeds located on a watercourse, river or inland water in the 

area for which it is local control authority if subclause (1) or (2), or both, do not apply to the prevention, 

elimination or minimisation of the biosecurity risk posed or likely to be posed by those weeds because of an 

exemption granted by a local control authority or the Secretary under this Act. 

This clause does not apply to land referred to in clause 5.  

So, sub-clause 4(1) says that if a landholder owns both sides of a river or stream, their GBD for weeds extends 

to land within the river or stream.  

 

Sub-clause 4(2) is a bit more messy.  

 

https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/current/act-2015-024#sch.1-sec.4
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Sub-clause 4(2) says that if different landholders own land on opposite sides of a river or steam, their GBD 

extends to the centre line of the stream, UNLESS a fence has been erected to define the boundary, in which 

case their responsibility extends to the fence.  

This is where Sub-clause 4(2) gets messy. This provision is drawn directly from the Noxious Weeds Act. 

However, when referring to a fence defining the property boundaries at a river or stream, the NW Act used 

the term “give and take fence”.  

 

Now, I know what this means as would most farmers and graziers. But apparently the Parliamentary Counsel 

(PC) did not when redrafting this provision for the Biosecurity Act. So, the PC has attempted to use standard 

language to describe a “give and take fence” and in doing so has made a bit of a hash of it.  

The thing the PC didn’t consider was, what if there are two fences? What if each landholder erects their own 

fence at the high-water mark of the river or stream?  

 

Each landholder can then claim that their fence is the boundary for the purposes of Sub-clause 4(2), meaning 

that Crown lands could have the GBD for weeds in the river or stream.  

Personally, I think that NW Act definition is what the PC intended and that GBD for weeds extends to the 

centre line of the stream or to a give and take fence.  

The Parliament made these provisions knowing that most rivers and streams are Crown land.  

So, I think it is clear that the Parliament intended that landholders would be required to control weeds in rivers 

and streams under the current and the previous legislation. 

 

Warren 

NIL to report 

 

Walgett 

Concerns Local Land Services Hudson Pear Program 

Following up key stakeholders involved in the Electricity line maintenance potentially spreading Hudson Pear. 

(ETS) 

 

INSPECTIONS 

2025/2026 WAP (Weeds Action Plan) report submitted 17/8/2026. CMCC meet all inspection targets and 

activities for Northwest, Central West and Western Unincorporated funding.  

Other weeds funding programs; 

Parkinsonia Walgett & Brewarrina Shires Target meet. Groundwork achieving reduction in plant numbers and 

infestations. Program has been approved by DPIRD to continue program 2026/2027. 

 

Parkinsonia Unincorporated Area Target meet. Groundwork achieving reduction in plant numbers and 

infestations. Program has been approved by DPIRD to continue program 2026/2027. 

 

Rubber Vine Unincorporated Area Target meet. Groundwork achieving results however a new infestation was 

detected in June 2026 at a nearby paddock of an historic infestation.  

 

SPECIAL PROJECTS 

Hudson Pear Biological material from mass rearing facility in Lighting Ridge will be delivered to QLD DPI. 

This project is funded by DPIRD NSW. 

 

Hudson Pear monitoring Stephens Creek Unincorporated area, project ongoing and funded by DPIRD NSW. 
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Warrumbungle Shire - A new strain of cochineal for Velvety Tree Pear called Cerambycid will be released at 

an infestation Baradine Road. The material has been sourced from Biosecurity QLD. The site will be 

monitored and mass reared at the Lightning Ridge Mass Rearing Facility. 

 

NEW & EMERGING ISSUES FOR THE CMCC REGION 

Warrumbungle Shire – B-Double 

roll over on Newell Highway. 30 

tonne Barley spilt onto adjoining 

property and damaging fences. 

Both truck and barley are from 

QLD. CMCC working with 

landholder and monitoring the 

highway and site for any possible 

weed germinations.  

 

 

 

 

GENERAL OPERATIONS 

 

Biosecurity Information System (BIS) data updateThe following plants, which are all native to NSW have 

been removed from BIS. DPIRD is no longer recording the presence of these native plants in our database: 

• Azolla Azolla species 

• Black roly-poly Sclerolaena muricata    

• Bracken fern Pteridium esculentum 

• Duckweed Lemna disperma 

• Fishbone fern Nephrolepis cordifolia   

• Galvanised burr Sclerolaena birchii   

• Sifton bush Cassinia sifton    

• Silky oak Grevillia robusta 

• Sweet pitosporumt             

 

Gazania is currently the subject of active national and state-level reviews to determine if its sale should be 

banned. 

While it has long been known as a common garden escapee, recent 

developments have significantly elevated its priority for Australian 

biosecurity. 

The Push for an NSW Sale Ban: South Australia is currently the only 

state where selling Gazania is entirely illegal. However, following new 

research from La Trobe University showing how destructive the weed 

is to agricultural and native environments, the Invasive Species 

Council and farming groups are heavily lobbying NSW and other 

states to implement a synchronized ban.  



 
 

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –31st August 2026 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

138 

 

 

Active Herbicide Trials: Because Gazania has an inherent tolerance to most standard chemical sprays, the 

Grains Research and Development Corporation (GRDC) is currently funding ongoing field trials. These trials 

aim to establish effective chemical control recommendations for land managers. 

Spotlight on State priority weeds 

Meadow knapweed 

Meadow knapweed (Centaurea x moncktonii), a naturally occurring hybrid of brown knapweed 

(C. jacea) and black knapweed (C. nigra), is listed as prohibited matter under the Biosecurity Act 2015. 

It is a significant biosecurity risk to NSW because of its aggressive, fast growing, suppresses the growth 

of other plants and is unpalatable to stock. Meadow knapweed reproduces by seed (a single plant 

produces 1,000 to 18,000 seeds annually) and vegetatively by resprouting from crown and root 

fragments. It is not well established how long seeds remain viable in the soil, but it is assumed that 

longevity is like other knapweed species being 2 to 5 years. 

Meadow knapweed was first detected on Bellevue Road, just east of Tenterfield, NSW on 7 March 2019. 

DPIRD led a multi-agency delimitation surveillance exercise in April 2019. Approximately 75 hectares of 

meadow knapweed were detected across eight premises. Since then, Tenterfield Shire Council have 

conducted monthly inspections of the infested premises and DPIRD have coordinated annual surveillance 

responses. For the past 2 years scent detection dogs like Dash (Figure 2) have been utilised with great 

success at finding isolated and juvenile meadow knapweed plants. 

Currently, 3 IPs are being actively managed in the delimitation stage. The remaining 5 IPs are now 

considered eradicated as no plants or seedlings have been found for the last 5 years - this is a fantastic 

achievement! 

 

Mouse-ear hawkweed 

Mouse-ear hawkweed (Pilosella officinarum) is a small perennial herb from the daisy family (Asteraceae) and 

is listed as prohibited matter under the Biosecurity Act 2015. First detected in 2015, it is currently confined to 

the Kosciuszko National Park and considered the highest-risk weed species threatening NSW alpine 

ecosystems and grazing lands. The invasion history of mouse-ear hawkweed overseas highlights the 

seriousness of the threat. In New Zealand, it spread across more than 6 million ha, becoming dominant 

vegetation, reducing agricultural productivity and rendering eradication unachievable. 

As a prohibited matter species, mouse-ear hawkweed presents a high biosecurity risk. The requirement under 

the Act is not ongoing management, but the prevention and total eradication of the weed before it becomes 

established. Key biosecurity risks associated with mouse-ear hawkweed include: 

• severe ecological threat: forms dense mats that outcompete native alpine vegetation and productive 

pasture species 

• rapid establishment: reproduces through wind-borne seeds, root fragments, stolons, allowing 

infestations to spread quickly. 

• legislative requirement for eradication: classified as prohibited matter across NSW because it is rare 

and targeted for total eradication. 

Eradication options must be carefully considered in light of the significant threat this species poses to NSW. 

Action is required because mouse-ear hawkweed poses a severe environmental risk; "practicable" measures 

mean immediate reporting, strict hygiene and destruction of the plant rather than partial control. To support 

eradication efforts, DPIRD has led multi-agency surveillance responses since 2023 to delimit known 

infestations in NSW in collaboration with the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service Hawkweed Team.  

 

https://vicflora.rbg.vic.gov.au/flora/taxon/6359c40e-abbf-48e7-a3f4-11817011dc6c
https://vicflora.rbg.vic.gov.au/flora/taxon/03e9bce6-7630-493f-b4fe-b02accfbaa53
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Current surveillance relies on intensive ground searches conducted on foot by trained personnel and 

detection dogs. 

 

One of the recent detections of Mouse-ear hawkweed at Strzelecki Creek in Kosciuszko National Park 
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Prohibited Matter Responses 

Parthenium weed 

A parthenium weed delimitation response at Croppa Creek was conducted on 29 and 30 of April 

2026. The area surveyed was adjacent to Wyellen Park that have not yet been delimited. No 

parthenium weed plants were detected during the response. 

Scent detection dogs were also deployed to survey the Australian Equine and Livestock Events 

Centre (AELEC), Dunromin and Stock Road at Gunnedah for parthenium weed on the 15 and 16 June 

2026. There were no plants were detected at AELEC or Dunromin, while 3 small plants were 

identified and removed from the Stock Road site. 

An additional casual Grain Harvester Regulatory Officer has been recruited to support the 

parthenium border inspection program, ensuring DPIRD has a full seasonal team available to 

inspect incoming grain-harvesting machinery for the 2026-27 harvest season. This year's 

inspection program will commence on Monday 28th September and run through to first week of 

December 2026. 

Rubber vine 

All known rubber vine infested premises continue to be monitored for re-growth by Castlereagh 

Macquarie County Council as the LCA for the Unincorporated Area of Western NSW. 6-IP located 

in Tibooburra, in the States far West, continues to be the only infestation that is requiring on-

going control of re-growth. Re-inspection of this site was carried out during April 2026; re-growth 

was treated and a new plant found growing just outside of the property was also controlled. 

A suspected rubber vine plant was also recorded at Narromine. 

 

Siam weed 

DPIRD is currently developing a statewide weed preparedness program for NSW that will 

strengthen readiness for possible future incursions. The program will focus on rapid response 

planning, incorporating early detection, identification of high-risk introduction pathways, preferred 

delimitation and control techniques, and targeted research to support effective prevention, 

preparedness and response. 

Siam weed (Chromolaena odorata) is an emerging biosecurity threat to NSW. Flowerheads vary 

in colour from light purple to white. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yellow burrhead 

Yellow burrhead plants were detected and seized following online surveillance undertaken by 

DPIRD in collaboration with the Queensland Department of Primary Industries (QLD DPI). In 2022, 

intelligence indicated the species may be being illegally sold in Lismore, Newcastle and 

Shellharbour. DPIRD coordinated inspections and ongoing monitoring of four suspected incursion 

sites with the relevant Local Control Authorities (LCAs). 
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In March 2026, the lllawarra District Weeds Authority identified two yellow burrhead plants in a 

Shellharbour backyard. The species was confirmed by the Botanic Gardens of Sydney's National 

Herbarium of New South Wales, with specimens added to the NSW State Priority Weeds 

Reference Collection. Community intelligence suggests the plants originated from a Sydney 

street market. In response, Fairfield City Council have undertaken targeted inspections of the 

street market, no additional plants have been identified. 

Yellow Burrhead is one of the weed species targeted under the National Tropical Weeds 

Eradication Program (NTWEP). Led by the Queensland Department of Primary Industries, this 

national cost-share program outlines detailed response actions to be implemented when a target 

weed species is detected. NSW DPIRD, the lllawarra District Weeds Authority, and Fairfield City 

Council are continuing to implement the requirements of the NTWEP Response Plan 2024-2028 

in response to this new incursion in the State. 

 

Parkinsonia 

The Prickle Bush Taskforce met on 23 June 2026 to support coordinated cross-agency action and 

provide strategic direction for prickle bush management. 

Following review by the Prickle Bush Taskforce, the Parkinsonia Situation Report No. 2, the 

Parkinsonia Communications and Awareness Plan and the Parkinsonia Report Card have been 

finalised. 

A practical identification resource has also been developed to assist weed officers and other 

professionals working in weed management to recognise and distinguish between eight prickle 

bush species encountered in the field. The resource covers Prickly acacia, Karoo acacia, Mimosa, 

Parkinsonia, Mimosa bush, Mesquite, Honey locust and Mysore thorn. 

Tropical soda apple 

The tropical soda apple trace forward was successfully launched and continued with a second 

round of data processed and distributed to LCAs mid-July. In total 1,652 movements, consisting 

of 12,673 head of cattle between September 2021 and March 2026 have been traced across 47 

Local Government Areas. 

This trace work remains a critical component of tropical soda apple surveillance and control, as 

the species is a Control Order priority weed that readily spreads through livestock movements. To 

assist in project evaluation and monitoring, LCAs are asked to select tropical soda apple as the 

species and include a comment in the inspection records linking to the trace forward activity, e.g. 

"Trace forward inspection". 

Seeds can remain viable after ingestion by cattle and be dispersed to new locations via manure, 

making the identification and monitoring of at-risk cattle movements essential for early detection, 

targeted surveillance and preventing the establishment of new infestations. 

 

New Weed Alert – Be On The Look Out! 

Blue palo verde (Parkinsonia florida) 

Many people from the North West and Western areas know about parkinsonia (Parkinsonia 

aculeata), one of the original 20 Weeds of National Significance (WoNS). It is under an 'All of 

NSW' Control Order and also prohibited from sale. A single plant of a sister species Parkinsonia 

florida (blue palo verde - literally meaning the blue-green stick (or tree)) has recently been found 

from near Broken Hill and confirmed at the National Herbarium of NSW (Figure 5). 

 

The main differences between blue palo verde and parkinsonia are that the flower petals of blue 

palo verde are only yellow and that the stems/branches tend towards a blue-green colour In 

contrast, the petals of parkinsonia tend to have red or brown splashes of colour and the 
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stems/branches are green. Blue palo verde is native to south-eastern USA (California, Nevada 

and Arizona) and northern Mexico. Popular in North American 'desert' horticulture, it is the State 

tree of Arizona, the City tree of South Miami, and hybrids of it with other parkinsonia species exist. 

This find may be the first time the species has been found naturalising outside of its native range. 

Like its sister species, it is likely that blue palo verde will spread aggressively along riparian areas 

should it escape. It is timely to be on the lookout for this species, particularly where parkinsonia 

occurs but also around western towns and gardens. 

 

Reproducing by seed, this large, perennial bushy shrub or small tree also has photosynthetic 

stems. It naturally occurs in arid and semi-arid areas, particularly in riparian areas, washes and 

floodplains. It can also tolerate a range of soil types and we consider it will grow anywhere west 

of the Newell highway. It only has small thorns or spines to 1-7 mm long, with these no where near 

as long as other 'prickle bushes' like parkinsonia (with spines 3-20 mm), mesquite (Prosopis spp., 

spines 15-60 mm long), another WoNS species prickly acacia (Vachellia indica, spines 10-50 

mm), or mimosa bush (Vachellia farnesiana, spines to 25 mm) which arrived before European 

colonisation. 

 

 

National Established Weed Priorities (Weeds of National Significance) 

Governments agree new national established weed priorities 

The National Biosecurity Committee (NBC) has endorsed 14 national established weed priorities, 

following a prioritisation process under the NEWP initiative that aims to improve weed 

management in Australia. 

In agreeing the new national established weed priorities, governments are not agreeing to any 

regulatory changes. Regulatory decisions on weed management are the responsibility of 

individual state and territory governments. 

The national established weed priorities represent an opportunity for interested governments, 

industry and community organisations to work together on improving the management of one or 

more species on the list. Jurisdictions or government agencies may choose to not collaborate due 

to no or limited negative impacts occurring or a focus on other priorities in that jurisdiction. 

Fifteen of the 29 species assessed met the criteria for a 'nationally significant weed'. The 14 

species below were endorsed as national established weed priorities: 

• African lovegrass (Eragrostis curvula) 

• Amazon frogbit (Limnobium laevigatum) 

• Arum lily (Zantedeschia aethiopica) 
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• Calotrope (rubber bush) (Calotropis procera) 

• Giant rat's tail grass (GRT) (Sporobolus pyramidalis)* 

• Harrisia (Harrisia martinii)* 

• Neem tree (Azadirachta indica) 

• Olive (Olea europaea) 

• Ox-eye daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare) 

• Sea spurge (Euphorbia paralias) 

• Siam weed (Chromolaena odorata) 

• Spanish heath (Erica lusitanica)* 

• Tropical soda apple (Solanum viarum) 

• Wandering trad (Tradescantia fluminensis) 

 

Buffel grass 

NBC agreed to undertake further work before making a decision on Buffel grass as a national 

established weed priority under the NEWP initiative. This process will be led by an NBC working group 

who will provide advice back to NBC by December 2026. 

Buffel grass presents a unique and complex case that requires further consideration. Buffel grass is 

of interest to a broad range of stakeholders. It is a highly valued pasture grass for the cattle industry. 

Conversely, Buffel grass has significant negative impacts, such as in conservation areas, and requires 

management to reduce these negative impacts. 

The NEWP assessment report identified that: 

Buffel grass is causing nationally significant negative environmental and cultural impacts in Australia 

(current and potential) 

there are feasible actions to reduce the negative impact of Buffel grass where it is causing negative 

impacts 

the treatment of Buffel grass within the NEWP framework needs to be carefully considered to ensure 

it does not adversely impact grazing systems where it is highly valued; and 

national coordination on actions, such as improved control methods, would achieve efficiencies and 

avoid duplication of effort across conservation and First Nations groups and other landholders that 

are required to manage Buffel grass. 

 

LCA audits 

Local government (LCA) has statutory weed biosecurity functions under the under the 

Biosecurity Act 2015. The Department implements a biosecurity audit program to assess the 

capacity of LCAs to meet their functions and duties for weeds biosecurity under the Act. This is 

measured against the NSW Standard for Weed Management Capacity, available at:  

 

https://www.dpird.nsw.gov.au/dpi/biosecurity/invasive-plants-and-animals/weeds/local-

government-and-weeds/guidelines-and-standards. 

 

The Standard outlines how LCAs establish processes to deliver quality practice in weed 

management. It applies to the corporate, policy, procedural, compliance, and managerial 

components that LCAs need to have in place to implement sound weed management structures 

to meet their statutory obligations. 

 

The Standard covers five main areas: 

• partnerships, engagement, and adoption 

• a skilled and informed workforce 

https://weeds.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/NEWP-Assessment-Report-FINAL.pdf
https://www.dpird.nsw.gov.au/dpi/biosecurity/invasive-plants-and-animals/weeds/local-government-
https://www.dpird.nsw.gov.au/dpi/biosecurity/invasive-plants-and-animals/weeds/local-government-
https://www.dpird.nsw.gov.au/dpi/biosecurity/invasive-plants-and-animals/weeds/local-government-and-weeds/guidelines-and-standards


 
 

Castlereagh Macquarie County Council Agenda –31st August 2026 – Ordinary Council Meeting 
 

144 

 

 

• assessment, monitoring, and recording 

• effective and professional use of regulation 

• reporting and analysis. 

 

Audits are conducted by an initial self-assessment by the LCA, followed by an in-depth face to 

face interview with the Biosecurity Auditor. On completion of an audit, the LCA receives a report 

with recommendations and/or requirements for improvement. To date, 18 audits have been 

completed, and 7 audits are currently in progress. 

 

2027 NSW Weeds Conference host announced 

 

The Weed Society of NSW announced in late July that the Western Sydney Weeds Authority has 

been selected to host the 2027 NSW Weeds Conference. 
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13. QUESTIONS FOR NEXT MEETING 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14. CONFIRMATION DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

Date: 26th October 2026, in Coonamble. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15. CLOSE OF MEETING 
 

 Time: ……………… 

 

 


